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Exhortation 

 

Exhortation within the brotherhood is worthy of sincere attention. The Word instructs believers 

to ñexhort one another daily, while it is called today; lest any of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of 

sinò (Heb. 3:13). To exhort is to urge someone to pursue a particular course of conduct, to make 

improvements in his attitude and walk of life. Apparently if believers confine their learning to their own 

efforts and interpretations there is danger of self-deception and failure to clearly discern good from evil. 

A great responsibility is placed upon each member of the body of believers to take a personal, sincere 

interest in the spiritual maintenance and growth of his brethren. It is clearly prophesied in the Word that 

the need for an active and supportive relationship within Christôs body, the church, will become even 

more essential as the end of the age approaches. ñNot forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 

the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approachingò 

(Heb. 10:25). 

 

The Apostle Paul gave specific instructions to Timothy and Titus as younger church leaders to 

exhort and correct, with authority and longsuffering (patience), in the spirit of the true doctrine (2 Tim. 

4:2, Tit. 2:15). It is a basic scriptural principle that shepherds of a flock (watchmen) are called upon to be 

vigilant and to sound the warning regarding the specific dangers of their respective age and culture, 

because Satan persists in devising cunning methods for corrupting Godôs people (Eze. 33:7-9, 1 Pet. 5:8). 

God cared for His people Israel in the time of David by providing men with ñunderstanding of the timesò 

(1 Chron. 12:32) and He instructs spiritual teachers to ñspeak the truth in loveò (Eph. 4:15) by the 

inspiration of His spirit (John 16:13).  

 

Through the years our ministers and elders have presented the gospel message and scriptural 

warnings through the avenue of preaching. The Apostle Paul wrote, ñit pleased God by the foolishness of 

preaching to save them that believeò (1 Cor. 2:21). Preaching (prophesying) consists of Spirit-inspired, 

extemporaneous proclamation of spiritual truth from a biblical text which results in ñedification, and 

exhortation and comfortò (1 Cor. 14:3). 

 

Paul acknowledged that along with his duties of leadership and preaching he also was called 

upon to be a teacher (2 Tim. 1:11). This form of exhortation (teaching) often includes review of the 

scriptural passages on a particular subject prior to expounding a message directed to meet a specific 

need. It is another form by which the Holy Spirit provides instruction through the servants of the Lord 

who function as His mouthpiece. Topical Bible presentations, under the authority and direction of the 

church, offer helpful instruction in the application of scriptural principles to practical godly living. They 

also assist the believer in recognizing false doctrines and unwholesome worldly attractions. 

 

Each year the elders gather in conference. They search the Scriptures and prayerfully seek the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit to determine what standards should be established, warnings sounded and 

exhortations articulated within the church. This is in accord with the scriptural approach begun by the 

apostles and elders in Jerusalem (Acts 15). Great effort is made to retain a sound scriptural basis to the 

deliberations and conclusions of these conferences and to share them through various avenues with the 

entire brotherhood. The Word indicates that the church benefits when exhortations from the leadership 

are inspired by the Spirit and then humbly received by the brotherhood. In Antioch, the believers 

ñrejoiced for the consolationò provided by the letter delivered from the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:31). 

The Hebrew believers were told of the great blessing they would receive if those with the rule over them 

could watch for their souls (exhort) with joy and not with grief (Heb. 13:17). Submission brings this joy; 
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gainsaying brings grief (Tit. 1:9). A gainsayer is one who contradicts or rejects the authority which he is 

under. 

 

Recently the elder body felt directed by the Spirit to prepare and distribute a written exhortation 

regarding modern movements within Christianity which have the potential of undermining the love, 

peace and doctrinal unity of our brotherhood. This booklet, entitled ñWinds of Doctrine,ò has as its stated 

purpose ñto identify and warn against beliefs and practices which are unscriptural and potentially 

deceptive to the true believer.ò It seeks to underscore the biblical basis for our doctrine and to help 

individual believers understand more thoroughly and defend more effectively the precious truths which 

have long been embraced by our forefathers. These truths constitute a priceless heritage of tried and 

tested spiritual wisdom. 

 

This article also describes the consequences which usually follow when groups of believers 

forsake their established patterns of basic beliefs and adopt modern scholarly approaches for discerning 

truth. Ultimately a questioning of the inerrancy of the Bible creeps into these movements, in spite of the 

noble objective of making the gospel more appealing to the masses in order to draw them to Christ. 

Emphasis on individual liberty results in an unwillingness to submit to God-ordained church authority. 

Carried to the extreme, Jesus is ultimately welcome in individual lives only as a Saviour, not as Lord. 

Separation from the world and from false religion is diminished and eventually the church loses its 

visible distinction, which is essential for its effectiveness in reaching lost mankind. 

 

If these various forms of exhortation are given sincere attention, the convictions of the brethren 

may become more firmly and unitedly based upon the sacred Word of God. Likewise, the enemyôs efforts 

to bring confusion and deception will be thwarted. ñAs ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 

so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 

abounding therein with thanksgivingò (Col. 2:6-7). 
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Spiritual Separation 

 

Today there are vast numbers of churches, religious groupings, parachurch ministries, 

denominations, movements and persuasions which consider themselves as Christian. These groups 

include almost every conceivable variety of beliefs, with markedly different degrees of emphasis upon 

the Bible. Even among the groups known as evangelical or fundamentalist, who claim the Scriptures as 

the foundation for their beliefs, there are innumerable differences in doctrinal interpretations. 

 

The question arises as to how we should relate to other individuals who profess Christianity. 

particularly those who appear to be sincere in their love for the Lord. Although there were no apparent 

denominations in Bible times, perhaps it would be of benefit to carefully consider some of the scriptural 

teachings regarding the relationship of true believers in Christ to individuals or groups of other spiritual 

orientations. 

 

The disciples of Christ had to be rebuked by Him because of their concerns with personal 

ambition and feelings of superiority. Following a discussion in which they had disputed who among them 

was the greatest, another issue was raised. ñAnd John answered and said Master, we saw one casting out 

devils in thy name; and we forbad him, because he followeth not with us. And Jesus said unto him, 

Forbid him not for he that is not against us is for usò (Luke 9:49-50). The point was clearly made that 

the disciples did not have a monopoly on the power of the Spirit. Likewise, no group or individual today 

has the right to claim the exclusive favor of the Lord. Even Elijah had to be chastised when he despaired 

and said ñI, even I only, am leftò (1 Kings 19:10). The Lord replied, ñYet I have left me seven thousand 

in Israel all the knees of which have not bowed unto Baal éò (1 Kings 19:18). The disciples had based 

their complaint upon the fact that these others were not following Christ and his group. In Christôs 

response he emphasized that their work should not be interfered with and that since they were not against 

Him there was benefit to their efforts. However, He did not make any mention of forming an alliance or 

interacting with them in any way. 

 

The Apostle John was very strong in his warning to believers regarding the influence of any who 

did not abide in the doctrine of Jesus Christ (2 John 9-11). It is clear that John sounded this warning to 

help prevent deception by teachers of false doctrine. This warning was surely intended to include those 

teaching a perverted gospel or advancing beyond what the gospel says, as well as those who did not 

believe in Christ at all. He even went so far as to admonish that the believers should not wish these 

misguided teachers well or ñbid them Godspeed,ò and that those who did were partakers of their evil 

deeds. In this Scripture we can see a more defensive approach in dealing with individuals with variant 

beliefs. This position of separation was emphasized because of the danger of being deceived through 

close association with those of a different doctrine. It is scriptural to be tolerant of such at a distance, but 

it is also scriptural to exert very definite protective measures when the danger of spiritual deception ap-

proaches oneôs door. In an era when legitimacy is given to widely ranging forms of Christianity 

regardless of quality, it is evident that the doctrinal position of separation has been overlooked or ignored 

by many. 

 

Finally, the strongest warning found in the New Testament regarding teachers of a different 

doctrine was given by the Apostle Paul to the Galatians, who had initially embraced the gospel of Jesus 

Christ through his ministry. Later, others had arisen who taught that in addition to faith in Christ, the 

believers must practice certain rituals of the old law such as circumcision in order to obtain salvation. It 

is important to note that the deception presented to these believers was not a markedly different religion, 

but a modification of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The reaction of the Apostle was utter dismay as he 
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wrote, ñI marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto 

another gospel... ñ (Gal. 1:5). He then went on to prescribe drastic measures to eradicate this error:  ñIf 

any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursedò (Gal. 1:9). 

How many true believers today are resisting altered Christian doctrines with that kind of vengeance? 

Instead, the prevalent trend is to welcome spiritual interaction with other professing Christians, many of 

whom have made numerous compromises in interpretation and application of the Scriptures. 

Misinterpretation has usually occurred because of a dependence upon the wisdom of man rather than 

staying with the Word and accepting all teachings of Christ and the Apostles as literal truths. 

 

The three scriptural teachings cited above (given by Christ and the Apostles John and Paul) are 

the foundation for our position regarding spiritual separation from other professing Christians. This is 

made explicit in our refraining from addressing them as our brothers and sisters, which are family titles. 

They denote a close kinship. The Word tells us to first do good to those who are of the ñhousehold of 

faithò (Gal. 6:10). We are also instructed to do good to all men and without question we should be kind, 

respectful and helpful toward our fellow men of all races and creeds. However, the word household is 

another family term. It denotes a structured, recognizable grouping of closely related people. We are 

taught to ñwalk by the same ruleò (Phil. 3:16), ñbe of one mindò (2 Cor. 13:11) and to participate as a 

body in loving discipline of erring members (1 Cor. 5). These functions can occur in accordance with the 

scriptural pattern only within an organized, visible church, where believers are truly responsible to Christ 

as well as to each other. May God help us, by his grace, to focus on the spiritual edification and 

perfecting of this portion of the body of Christ, our beloved church, so that we can present a distinct 

example to the lost sinners of the world and serve effectively to point them to Christ. We can likewise 

look forward with great anticipation to the day when the entire body of Christ will be revealed at His 

coming, when true believers of all ages and all nations will be joined to be with Him in Heaven forever. 
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Nonconformity to the World 

 

The doctrine of nonconformity finds root in the Word of God, ñAnd be not conformed to this 

world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of Godò (Rom. 12:2). It is also written, ñLove not the world neither the 

things that are in the world. If any man love the world the love of the Father is not in himò (1 John 2:15). 

 

The understanding of nonconformity is furthered by considering the scriptural definition of a 

believer. He is one who has come out from the world (2 Cor. 6:17). He is termed a pilgrim and stranger 

(1 Pet. 2:11) with no continuing city here on earth (Heb. 13:14). He recognizes that ñthe friendship of the 

world is enmity with Godò (James 4:4). He realizes that the church and the world are two distinct 

entities, and that by visible nonconformity to the world, he can show that he is one with those who 

constitute the body of Christ. 

 

Christian nonconformity is based on the fact that God calls His children to a life of holiness and 

transformation to the ways of Christ, who has delivered them ñfrom this present evil worldò (Gal. 1:4). 

The believer must avoid being pressed into the pattern of the world and hardened by its deceptive 

philosophies. He must be continuously aware that tremendous forces are exerted by Satan, who is the 

prince of this world. 

 

Discernment of Godôs perfect will is dependent upon being transformed, by the renewing of 

oneôs mind. This involves putting off the old man which is conformed to the world, and putting on the 

new man created in righteousness and true holiness (Eph. 4:22-24). If one would allow himself to again 

conform to the world, how could he expect to discern accurately the perfect will of God? 

 

There are two related aspects of nonconformity: inward and outward. Inward nonconformity to 

the world is centered within the thoughts and intents of the heart. It consists of attitudes, basic values and 

a general outlook on life. Some examples are: loving Godôs truth rather than the wisdom of man; valuing 

submission to one another over individualism; defining success in terms of a life of godliness and 

contentment instead of wealth, status, and the praise of men. Outward nonconformity to the world is 

visible, and it gives a message which distinguishes the true believer from the unconverted. It consists of 

all aspects of lifestyle including outward adornment of the body. The child of God is to be a vessel of 

honor (2 Tim. 2:21), whose body is a temple of the living God (1 Cor. 3:16). 

 

There is misunderstanding about the scriptural teaching, ñman looketh on the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heartò (1 Sam. 16:17). Jesus condemned the hypocrisy of the 

Pharisees who were ñbeautiful outward but within full of . . . all uncleannessò (Matt. 23:27). Indeed, we 

must take seriously the warning that the outward things can be a false pretense, which is despised by God 

who sees directly into the heart of man. However, these teachings are sometimes misconstrued to justify 

the conclusion that the outward appearance is unimportant as long as the heart is right. Conversion, based 

on true faith, begins with a change of oneôs innermost attitudes and beliefs. Perhaps the most significant 

initial changes are truthfulness, humility and submissiveness. If the conversion is genuine, there will be 

profound, visible changes in all aspects of oneôs life (1 Pet. 4:1-4). It is undeniable scriptural truth that 

there must be consistency between what is in the heart and what is manifested visibly, and both are for 

the glory of God. ñFor ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 

which are Godôsò (1 Cor. 6:20). 

 

There are several basic principles of nonconformity in outward appearance which are taught in 
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the Holy Scriptures: distinction between male and female, modesty or chastity and humility or simplicity. 

 

In Old Testament times God considered it an abomination when a person dressed in that which 

pertained to the opposite sex (Deut. 22:5). The New Testament teaches that for a man to be effeminate 

(unmanly) is sinful (1 Cor. 6:9). No doubt the opposite is also true for a woman. Godôs distinctive order 

of creation is to be honored.  ñé the head of every man is Christ; and the head of every woman is the 

man...ò (1 Cor. 11:3). Thus a Christian man should appear as a man with clothing that equates with his 

masculine gender. It is also unnatural and shameful for him to have long hair (1 Cor. 11:14). Likewise, a 

Christian woman should appear as a woman with apparel that reflects the feminine gender. God has also 

ordained that long hair is given to her as part of her feminine glory (1 Cor. 11:15). 

 

The New Testament also provides instructions regarding proper manifestation of modesty and 

simplicity in outward appearance. These virtues are not exemplified in fashionable hair arrangements, 

jewelry, costly array or ñputting on,ò that is, adding artificial glamour to the natural beauty which God 

has given (1 Tim. 2:9, 1 Pet. 3:3). Rather it is a ñmeek and quiet spiritò which is described as an 

incorruptible, priceless ornament in the sight of God (1 Pet. 3:4). 

 

Special emphasis on scriptural principles of nonconformity is especially needful today. A 

generation ago, and before, societyôs standards of outward attire were more distinctly masculine and 

feminine and more in accord with scriptural ideals of modesty, humility and restraint. Today, few of 

these basic standards remain. Rather, there is a spirit of liberality and individualism which is flaunted as 

immodesty, sensuality, glamour, and a blurring of the distinctions between male and female. 

 

Believers should not lower their standards of dress by conforming to the unbiblical trends of the 

times. They should not allow themselves to be drawn into the lure of worldly entertainments or indulgent 

living. If they do, they are conforming themselves to the world. 

 

Nonconformity is biblical. The outward and visible manifestation of this doctrine might be the 

only message of spirituality some unbelievers will ever witness. Thus, practical holiness must be upheld 

for the glorious cause of Christ. 
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The Authority of Godôs Word 

 

In these times of rapid change and instability, it is a great comfort to find the anchor of authority 

provided by the Word of God. Truly this eternal authority helps us to firmly ñgrip the solid Rockò and 

find peace of mind. A humble exercise of and response to godly authority is essential for the household 

of faith. 

 

The psalmist wrote, ñThy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous 

judgments endureth foreverò (Psalms 119:160). Further, ñThe righteousness of thy testimonies is 

everlastingò(144). It is by the incorruptible Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever, that it is 

possible for man to be born again (1 Peter 1:23). 

 

All power and authority is from God, ñWhose dominion is an everlasting dominion..ò (Daniel 

4:34). The Apostle Paul reiterated, ñFor there is no power but of Godò (Rom. 13:1). The Lord Jesus said 

to Pilate, ñThou couldest have no power at all, ... except it were given thee from aboveò (John 19:11). 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote, ñAll scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousnessò (2 Tim. 3:16). The Scripture 

teaches its own authority (John 10:34-35). The Bible is inerrant and infallible (Psalms 19:7). The Word 

also teaches that God is not a man and cannot lie (Num. 23:19, Tit. 1:2). 

 

The everlasting and divine aspect of Godôs Word is plainly stated, ñIn the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was Godò (John 1:1). The Wordôs enduring quality is 

reinforced in three of the gospels, ñHeaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 

awayò (Matt. 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33). 

 

As pilgrim believers we are compelled to submit wholeheartedly to the authority of Godôs Word. 

Obedience remains as the cardinal principle of spiritual growth. The Lord said, ñIf a man love me he will 

keep my words: and my father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with himò 

(John 14:23). 

 

The Apostle John underscores adherence to the Word, ñBut whoso keepeth his word, in him 

verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in himò (1 John 2:5). The Apostle James 

wrote, ñBut be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selvesò (James 1:22). The 

Lord Jesus also said, ñYea, rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep itò (Luke 11:28). 

 

We are not to exempt ourselves from Godôs Word, or fail to follow its directions. Our ingrained 

social and personal habits must bow to eternal truths. Also, obedience to Scriptures should not be 

qualified by cultural differences between Bible times and modern times. This qualification could 

sometimes make portions of Godôs Word appear to be irrelevant to our lives. Rather we must become 

broken and crucified with Christ, so He can give us the power to conform and adjust our lives to His 

unchanging Word. The ongoing subjection of our flesh daily provides visible evidence of our conversion. 

 

The Pharisees erred in adding to Godôs Word and substituting their own commandments for His 

commandments. This should not in any way be confused with a believerôs aspiring to abide by New 

Testament standards of holiness as defined by godly leaders in todayôs church. 

 

The Lord admonished the men of His time, who through their human wisdom and fleshly 
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tradition, set aside the commandments of God. ñHowbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for 

doctrines the commandments of menò (Mark 7:7). They honored God with their lips but their heart was 

far from Him. The Jewish religious leaders of that day had added voluminous complexities to Godôs law. 

ñMaking the word of God of none effect...ò (Mark 7:13), they handled the Word of God deceitfully. 

Today, we must take heed not to make the same mistake; nor should we pick and choose and follow only 

what is appealing and does not interfere with our fleshly preferences, but we should adhere to ñé all the 

counsel of Godò (Acts 20:27). ñKnowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private 

interpretationò (2 Pet. 1:20). Rather, we should interpret the Word as a body of believers, having the 

same mind and the same judgment (1 Cor. 1:10). A deep sense of oneness and unity will then prevail. 

 

Are all the New Testament Scriptures to be observed, or do we stop with the gospels? Scriptures 

themselves give us an obvious answer. We are to observe not only the words of Jesus, but the entire New 

Testament. The writings of the Apostles have divine validity also. The Apostle Paul wrote, ñ... the things 

that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lordò (1 Cor. 14:37). Also, ñ... when ye received the 

word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the Word of 

Godò (1 Thess. 2:13). This presents clear evidence that the Apostles claimed the absolute authority of 

God in their writing and teaching. 

 

How we respond to this absolute authority is not a casual matter. The Word of God is not divided 

into ñessentialsò and ñnon-essentials.ò All the divine directions and high standards of godly living found 

in the gospels and in the Apostlesô writings should be humbly embraced and followed. 

 

The authority of Godôs Word is the ñscripture of truthò (Dan. 10:21). It is through Christ Jesus, 

our Saviour, who is far above all principality and power and might and dominion, that Godôs divine 

authority is most graciously and lovingly expressed. 

 

Thy Word, O Lord forever is 

The mirror where we see 

Our faults and duties as they are, 

Our likeness unto Thee. 

 Zionôs Harp #142 
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Godôs Order for the Believing Family 

 

If we build upon the scriptural pattern of life, our homes will be able to stand against the severe 

pressures directed against the family today. God has established an order from the beginning, ñBut I 

would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and 

the head of Christ is Godò (1 Cor. 11:3). When this order is not followed, trouble is inevitable. Adam 

and Eve both committed the sin of disobedience by yielding to Satanôs temptation. Eve also erred by 

taking upon herself the responsibility for making a monumental decision without even consulting her 

husband. 

 

God has provided examples and instruction in His Word for order and leadership in the family, 

the church and the nations. He expressed confidence in Abraham as the head of his household. ñFor I 

know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of 

the Lord, to do justice and judgment ...ò (Gen. 18:19). Abraham was in control of his household. In other 

words he assumed the responsibility which God has assigned to a husband and father. There has been a 

long history of failure on the part of many men to assume this responsibility and consistently take the 

initiative to give proper spiritual guidance and nurturing to their families. We live in a time in which the 

traditional family is becoming a small minority among the many types of living arrangements. We need 

to be on guard so that our beloved family circles will not fall prey to the powerful forces which have 

destroyed so many homes in our society. 

 

The first and most important requisites for family stability are faithfulness of a husband and wife 

to the Lord and reliance upon His sacred Word for direction in their lives. If we are not submissive to the 

authority which is over us, we will not be successful in establishing godly order in our homes. Our own 

attitudes and examples have a profound effect upon our children. Therefore we help them the most when 

we obey the Scriptures and remain submissive to those who are over us: in the church (Heb. 13:17), in 

the work place (Eph. 6:5-7), in the various levels of government (Rom. 13:1-7) and, above all, in our 

relationship to God (Heb. 12:9). One very visible example of submissiveness to Godôs divine order is the 

wearing of a headcovering by a believing woman. God has given this ordinance as a simple but beautiful 

expression of the uniqueness of each member of His creation. It is seen by Him as such an important 

symbol that it is a mark of dishonor or shame to a womanôs head (her husband) when this is neglected (1 

Cor. 11:5). The husband who has assumed his responsibility for control of his household (like Abraham) 

will see that the spiritual order is followed. 

 

Parents are charged by the Word to give diligent effort to teaching their children the ways of the 

Lord. Specific instructions to parents include the following terms: nurture, admonish, exhort, comfort, 

and charge (Eph. 6:4, 1 Thes. 2:11). An analogy can be made with caring for a tree. To prune or trim 

(admonish, charge) is just as necessary as to provide fertilizer (nurture, comfort). Too much or too little 

of either could kill the tree. The father is given a special warning not to provoke a child to wrath (Eph. 

4:6). This may result from unreasonable demands, but it can also be a consequence of failing to commend 

or encourage. There is a delicate balance to be maintained in setting high standards for a child to achieve 

and still providing unconditional assurance of oneôs love and support. Some of the serious personal 

conflicts and disorders which individuals sometimes experience can be attributed, at least in part, to a 

lack of encouragement and support from an excessively demanding parent. 

 

A couple of generations ago most of our families were in a rural setting and were less subject to 

the influences of a worldly, materialistic, and self-centered way of life. Today, we are surrounded by 

much greater pressures to conform to the world or be molded into its patterns of thinking. The pressures 
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come from direct interaction with unbelievers as well as from the media. It is commonly known today 

that television is the avenue through which the minds of the people of our society are most heavily 

influenced. A recent study found that the average U.S. household spends 47-59 hours each week 

watching television. The portrayal of family structure via this medium is, for the most part, a gross 

distortion. Parents are depicted as old fashioned and ñout of tune,ò fathers are seen as either workaholics 

who are seldom home or spineless individuals who can be easily swayed by their teenage children. 

Divorce and ungodly relationships are accepted as routine. If children are exposed to a diet of this type of 

influence, their respect for parental authority and instruction will be gradually eroded. It is a scriptural 

truth that keeping company with evil influences will lead to deterioration in oneôs behavior: ñBe not 

deceived, evil communications corrupt good mannersò (1 Cor. 15:33). We have been exhorted to avoid 

this ñwindow to the worldò and to keep our homes as the one place on earth that is as much like Heaven 

as possible. 

 

Another great challenge to the family today consists of excessive demands which are allowed to 

be placed upon our time and energy. We have a few years during which the nurturing and exhorting of 

our children is to be concentrated. These are usually the same years when the greatest efforts are being 

expended to become established in oneôs occupation and to provide for the physical needs of the family, 

which is also an important scriptural responsibility (1 Tim. 5:8). Only by the grace and wisdom of God 

can a believing husband and wife find contentment with moderate living standards in the competitive, 

materialistic society in which we find ourselves. The Word says, ñFor where your treasure is, there will 

your heart be alsoò (Matt. 6:21). May we always see the fulfillment of Godôs beautiful plan for the 

believing family as one of our greatest treasures here on earth. 
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True Brotherhood 

 

True brotherhood implies a closeness, warmth, and unity that go far beyond what the flesh is 

capable of achieving. Doctrinal unity within a body of believers is a special favor from God, and can only 

be fulfilled among those who have been ñcrucified with Christò (Gal. 2:20) and who subsequently walk 

as ñnew creaturesò in Him (2 Cor. 5:17). 

 

Christian brotherhood, which finds root in Scriptures, consists of a special and divine bond 

between brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus. To bind is to arrange in a pattern that gives strength, to 

connect, hold together, or solidify. This powerful bond exists between those whose affection is in heaven 

(Col. 3:1-2), whose lives are hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3), and who are committed, by Godôs 

grace, to a life of selfless devotion and obedience to Godôs word. A common goal among those 

voluntarily uniting in true brotherhood is to pursue a lifelong, patient struggle to serve the Lord faithfully 

and overcome sin and evil. ñFor ye have need of patience, that after ye have done the will of God ye 

might receive the promiseò (Heb. 10:36). The fulfillment of that promise is eternal life with Christ along 

with all who ñlove his appearingò (2 Tim. 4:8). 

 

The structure of the household of faith is likened to a physical body. The Apostle Paul wrote, 

ñKnow ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ?ò (1 Cor. 6:15). Also, ñSo we being many, are 

one body in Christ, and every one members one of anotherò (Rom. 12:5). It is clear that individual 

believers should not live their lives unto themselves, but they are to be part of a larger entity, Christôs 

body. Thus, their lives must coordinate with other members of this holy body, which makes up the visible 

church. 

 

The Lord Jesus said, ñI am the vine, ye are the branchesò (John 15:5). ñAs the branch cannot 

bear fruit of itself except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me (John 15:4). This is a 

vivid example of spiritual unity. As members of Christôs body, believers are also ñmembers one of 

anotherò (Rom. 12:5). Christ and the church are inseparable. The church is the ñpillar and ground of the 

truthò (1 Tim. 3:15). 

 

Brotherhood implies a family relationship. God is the Father, Christ is the Chief Shepherd (1 Pet. 

5:4) and Godôs children are brothers and sisters in faith and ñjoint-heirs with Christò (Rom. 8:17). 

Earthly shepherds (elders) are given responsibility by the Holy Spirit to oversee and feed the flock of 

God (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2). Scriptural authority is given to take souls into the church, and when 

necessary to apply loving discipline to those who fall into sin, Christ instructed the disciples, 

ñwhatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth 

shall be loosed in heavenò (Matt. 18:18). Likewise, in Hebrews 13:7 and 17, obedience to church 

authority is established as a responsibility of all believers. Spiritual guidance is welcomed by those with 

a Christ-like submissive attitude. 

 

The brotherhood of Christ is described as ña chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 

nation, a peculiar peopleò (1 Pet. 2:9). It is a privilege, as a believer in Christ, to be part of this high 

calling. Those who engage in the pursuit of heaven surely do so with the expectation that they will 

encounter struggle and suffering along the narrow way. Satan is trying desperately to divert the believer 

toward destruction. Consequently, the brotherhood must also be united in purpose (likeminded) and 

remain ñperfectly joined togetherò (1 Cor. 1:10) in order to maintain an effective defense against the 

enemy. The ñshield of faithò (Eph. 6:16) portrays a striking example of an impenetrable line of defense. 

The Roman soldiers would advance in a straight line, each with his shield held up before him and in 
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close contact with the shields of his counterparts on either side. If one soldier lowered his shield, he not 

only exposed himself, but he broke the line of defense and endangered others. The same principle applies 

to the spiritual defense of the brotherhood. 

 

The perpetuation of true Christian brotherhood requires humility, submission, obedience, and a 

loving concern on the part of each believer for the welfare of others (1 Cor. 8:13). Godôs grace is 

promised to the humble (James 4:6). The resultant peace and love draw the flock closer together and 

bring glory to God. When a flock of sheep are being stalked by wolves or other predators, those which 

are aware of the danger press close to others and seek the security of the center of the flock. The careless 

and immature animals drift away from the safety of the group and become easy prey to the enemy. 

 

To live victoriously, Godôs people must be faithful in doctrine and circumspect (careful) in 

lifestyle. Spiritual dangers abound on every side. In this intense battle against unrighteousness, the love 

of the brethren must be so pure, and esteem for each other so fervent, that effective, mutual exhortation 

will be practiced diligently as intended by God (Heb. 3:13). Brethren will be ñable also to admonish one 

anotherò (Rom. 15:14), which means they love each other so much they will meet this scriptural 

responsibility of gently correcting each other. Brethren who have the ñsame care one for anotherò (1 

Cor. 12:25), will give and receive encouragement and warning as motivated by the Holy Spirit. They will 

also avoid putting a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in their brotherôs way (Rom. 14:13), realizing 

that if they wound their weaker brotherôs conscience, they sin against Christ (1 Cor. 8:12). 

 

Finally, true brotherhood cannot dismiss the necessity of applying a kind and loving discipline 

when brethren stray or fall into grievous sin (1 Cor. 5). This noble form of love is carried out in the name 

of Christ, in accord with Godôs word. The goals are the cleansing of the soul who has fallen and the 

preservation of a ñglorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but.., holy and without 

blemishò (Eph. 5:27). 

 

This is the wish from all my heart 

For you my loving comrades; 

In our alliance may the Lord 

Be felt in blessed nearness. 

The power of His cross and blood 

Unites us in true brotherhood. 

Zionôs Harp #173, ñHeartôs Wishò 
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Keeping the Same Judgments 

 

ñNevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the 

same thingò (Phil. 3:16). ñFulfill ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the same love, being of one 

accord, of one mindò (Phil. 2:2). 

 

The Christian ideal of believers maintaining a healthy sense of like-mindedness finds clear 

expression in I Cor. 1:10, ñNow I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 

speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together 

in the same mind and in the same judgment.ò 

 

A judgment is defined as an opinion or position. If a body of believers is to be ñperfectly joined 

together,ò there must be a tremendous effort to minimize self-centered opinions and blend hearts and 

minds together into a unified core of biblically-based positions on the significant aspects of life. 

 

To meet this ideal requires a breaking of the strong wills of individuals. Paul wrote ñBe not wise 

in your own conceits (opinions)ò (Rom. 12:16). This can only be accomplished through conversion 

followed by a lifelong process of a believerôs will being daily ñcrucified with Christò (Gal. 2:20). 

 

Godôs people today face a dilemma unique to our time. Contemporary society dismisses the 

biblical principle of like-mindedness. Rather, it aggressively fosters the themes of diversity and 

individualism. ñThink for yourself,ò ñDo your own thing,ò and ñDo what is right in your own eyesò 

represent popular viewpoints which are not only appealing to human nature, but are actually given wide 

respect in our society. As converts come out from their former life and enter into the household of faith, 

great care must be taken that their hearts are thoroughly cleansed of this destructive individualism. 

Believers also must continually resist the development of self-centered opinions. 

 

Christ-like love among believers draws them into close relationships in the Spirit. Godôs people 

are described in the Word as a ñbodyò and ñmembers one of anotherò (Eph. 4:25). They are thoroughly 

integrated in mind and spirit. All parts are to cooperate and pull in the same direction for the glorious 

cause of Christ. In graceful harmony they display an effective coordination that dispels self-centeredness 

and division. This holy body of Christ, the church, is to be ñperfectly joined togetherò (1 Cor. 1:10), 

ñfitly framedò (Eph. 2:21), and ñcompacted by that which every joint suppliethò (Eph. 4:16). 

 

As Godôs children strive to keep the same judgments, a central and relevant question arises. Can 

all of the brethren agree in all of lifeôs judgments? Obviously not, because individuals must make 

hundreds of personal, everyday judgments, many of which are unrelated to other brothers and sisters in 

the Lord. Yet, the brethren should agree on doctrinal matters and on clearly defined standards which are 

taught by the church and are based upon careful interpretation of the scriptures under the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit. These standards consist of specific applications of biblical principles to various aspects of 

life. They provide definitions for important concepts such as worldliness, nonconformity, spiritual 

separation, pride, humility, sanctification, nonresistance, brotherhood, unity of spirit, and many others. 

 

If abstract concepts are left without any uniformity of definition, then the believerôs 

interpretation of them gravitates toward individualism. Each believer responds only as he personally 

understands them based on his own experiences. Spiritual truth then becomes relative, and the church 

becomes divided and defenseless against Satanôs onslaughts. In matters of faith and verity, the truth 

should be defined and remain absolute. 
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In matters of doctrine and church practice there must be clearly defined judgments which are 

taught consistently in the home, Sunday School and church assembly and faithfully obeyed. These truths 

are sometimes referred to as ñthe faith.ò Jude exhorted, ñye should earnestly contend for the faith which 

was once delivered unto the saints, ñ(Jude 3). In this context ñthe faithò consists of a set of scripturally-

based truths which must be adhered to by a body of true believers. It is evident that when Paul was 

preaching the gospel at Philippi he also taught customs, which are patterned applications of scriptural 

truths to specific aspects of everyday life. These teachings required marked changes in living by his 

followers (Acts 16:19-21). 

 

If each believer interprets the Scriptures according to his own preference, a condition develops 

which is little different from the time when ñevery man did that which was right in his own eyesò 

(Judges 21:25). The result was not good for Godôs people. 

 

Church judgments are not rigid or suppressive when given by a ñservant leadershipò with deep 

affection and concern for the welfare of the brethren. Believers should be thankful for and not resent 

spiritual instruction, because the intent is to offer insights and guidance that will help on the upward road 

to Zion. 

 

A great opportunity exists today for the church to present a beautiful, consistent example to an 

unregenerate world that is sinking lower and lower into the depths of selfishness and depravity. To do 

this will require Christ-like humility and brotherly love, with each preferring the other above himself 

(Rom. 12:10). In practical terms, this also requires submission to the kindly administered judgments 

advocated by the church. 

 

Unity and likemindedness create a deep and beautiful sense of solidarity in the household of 

faith. They enhance strong supportive relationships among believers allowing them to be more able, 

when necessary, to strengthen, encourage and admonish one another. On the other hand, variance and 

independence can stir up a sense of alienation and cause relationships between brethren to become 

lukewarm, making it almost impossible for them to admonish each other in the true spirit of love and 

meekness. 

 

May we wholeheartedly obey the Scriptures: ñ.... let each esteem other better than themselvesò 

(Phil. 2:3), ñSubmitting yourselves one to another in the fear of Godò (Eph. 5:21), ñObey them that have 

the rule over you and submit yourselves ...ò (Heb. 13:17), and ñto be perfectly joined together in the 

same mind and in the same judgmentò (1 Cor. 1:10). 
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Spiritual Growth  

 

Achieving true spiritual growth is a noble motive in a believerôs life. The Bible encourages 

believers to ñgrow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christò (2 Peter 3:18). 

They are also exhorted to ñgo on unto perfectionò (Heb. 6:1). 

 

Spiritual growth is a simple, uncomplicated concept. ñDraw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh 

to youò (James 4:8). How does one draw nigh to God? There is an age-old formula that never fails and is 

as applicable for todayôs modern times as it was in Bible times. Namely, engage in sincere and fervent 

prayer, consistent serious reading of the Word, heartfelt participation in the church (worship, fellowship, 

singing, and other activities) and be zealous in good works. Growth and discernment are further 

enhanced by nonconformity to the world so that one can better understand Godôs perfect will (Rom. 

12:1-2). 

 

God does not reveal himself to the wise and prudent. Rather, he reveals himself to those who are 

humble of heart (Matt. 11:25). The Apostle Paul stressed that he came ñnot with excellency of speech or 

of wisdomò and that he was determined only to know ñChrist, and Him crucifiedò (1 Cor. 2:1,2). 

 

Desire for growth must be motivated by love for Christ and the brethren (1 John 3:16). Charity is 

supreme. The Apostle Paul wrote, ñAnd though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, 

and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I 

am nothingò (1 Cor. 13:2). Further, the believer is taught above all to ñput on charity, which is the bond 

of perfectnessò (Col. 3:14). 

 

As one turns to the Lord in repentance and becomes converted, the warmth and holiness of Godôs 

Spirit provides a deep, ñfirst loveò relationship with Christ and His body, the church. There is danger that 

this spiritual well-being can fade as the lures and cares of the world become more pronounced. To help 

prevent this possibility, the Apostle Paul exhorted believers to attain ñfull ageò and ñhave their senses 

exercised to discern both good and evilò through use of the strong meat of the Word (Heb. 5:13-14). 

 

Spiritual growth aims for several basic objectives. First, spiritual growth will give the believer 

wisdom to recognize evil influences and strength to resist diverse temptations. Spiritual growth and 

maturity will result in a life of obedience that is pleasing to God. In addition, as one prospers in true 

spiritual growth, his life will more profoundly reflect the light of Christ, and he will be a better example 

to unbelievers, and a greater encouragement to fellow believers. 

 

Spiritual growth should not be considered an end in itself, but rather a means to an end: being 

fruitful and overcoming temptation until lifeôs end. Knowledge alone is not growth. Without charity, it 

may be a detriment (1 Cor. 8:1). Only as knowledge is applied in everyday Christian living does it 

constitute growth. This provides visible evidence of genuine service for Christ, who said, ñby their fruits 

ye shall know themò (Matt. 7:20). 

 

If the Bible knowledge a believer gains does not change his life by making him more humble, 

more obedient, and more sanctified, he has merely looked into a mirror and walked away, apparently 

having forgotten what he saw (James 1:22-24). 

 

Familiarity with the Word should not lead to overconfidence. ñLet him that thinketh he standeth 

take heed lest he fallò (1 Cor. 10:12). ñMind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not 
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wise in your own conceitsò (Rom. 12:16). 

 

The pursuit of spiritual growth and godly insight should not result in a highly individualistic 

interpretation of Scriptures. Increased spiritual understanding by each member should coordinate with the 

functioning of the entire body of Christ. The church is ñfitly framedò and ñé together groweth unto an 

holy temple in the Lordò (Eph. 2:21). Believers are ñbuilded together for an habitation of God through 

the Spiritò (Eph. 2:22). True spiritual growth enhances the fulfillment of the scriptural role of the church 

here on earth, bringing glory to God. 

 

Some of the specific and very noticeable results of true spiritual growth are: humility, peace, 

contentment, and obedience. These attributes often develop most effectively as a result of enrollment in 

the school of experience. 

 

Humility requires development of a proper concept of oneôs self, which is neither extreme of 

exalting or degrading of self. ñBy humility and the fear of the Lord are riches and honor and lifeò (Prov. 

22:4). ñHumble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you upò (James 4:10). Humility 

allows us to gain wisdom (Prov. 11:2) and receive grace (1 Peter 5:5). 

 

Paul implied that through many experiences he grew in contentment. ñFor I have learned in 

whatsoever state I am, therewith to be contentò (Phil. 4:11), and... ñgodliness with contentment is great 

gainò (1 Tim. 6:6). As believers walk each day in truth and light, realizing their sins are forgiven and 

they are at peace with God and man, they have great reason to rejoice and be glad. Contentment is a vital 

component of growth. 

 

Obedience is another crucial aspect of growth. True Christian maturity cannot exclude obedience 

to God, to His Word, and to Christôs body, the church. ñé but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the 

commandmentsò (Matt. 19:17). ñLet us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 

commandments: for this is the whole duty of manò (Ecc. 12:13). Thus, these two Scriptures indicate that 

one should abide by the standards of the Word if he claims to be growing in grace and in the knowledge 

of God. Moreover, a child of God has an obligation to reflect obedience by submitting to the guidance of 

those who are over him in the Lord (Heb. 13:7,17). Believers must also submit to one another in the fear 

of God (Eph. 5:21). 

 

May our sincere desire for spiritual growth be to ñ.... come in the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 

Christò (Eph. 4:13). 
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A True Disciple of Christ 

 

When Nicodemus came inquiring of Jesus, he acknowledged that Jesus was a great teacher. He 

was drawn to Him and wanted to learn more about becoming His follower. A disciple is one who learns 

and follows the teachings of his master. The word disciple is closely related to the word discipline, which 

involves structured training and correction. Jesus had an inner circle of twelve disciples who were also 

called apostles. They forsook their old lives and followed Him wherever He went, learning from Him and 

assisting Him in His earthly ministry. ñAnd he said to them a14 If any man will come after me, let him 

deny himself and take up his cross daily, and follow meò (Luke 9:23). The disciplesô willingness to 

forsake all illustrates the diligent nature of lifeôs most noble calling - that of following the Son of God. 

Put into action it means self-surrender and the offering of oneôs life into the service of Christ. 

 

The initial requirement for becoming a true disciple of Christ is genuine, saving faith in His 

sacrificial death on Calvaryôs Cross. Such faith embodies humility and obedience which compel a person 

to repent for his sins, make restitution and depart from iniquity. Baptism and laying on of hands complete 

these principles of the doctrine of Christ (Heb. 6:1-2). 

 

A true disciple imitates his masterôs example and adheres to his teachings. For the believer there 

must be wholehearted submission to Godôs Word, viewing it as absolute, inerrant truth. Any inclination 

to elevate personal reasoning above biblical truth must be avoided. Instead there should be a deep hunger 

for instruction from the Word so that oneôs life may become more pleasing and fruitful. ñThat ye might 

walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 

knowledge of Godò (Col. 1:10). 

 

True discipleship requires nurturing through Godôs Word. ñBut whoso looketh into the perfect 

law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man 

shall be blessed in his deedò (James 1:25). God revealed through Isaiah of old what kind of person He 

would look favorably upon, ñé to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, 

and trembleth at my wordò (Is. 66:2). Jesus said, ñIf ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples 

indeedò (John 8:31). ñKeep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of lifeò (Prov. 4:23). 

Prayer, reading the Word, meditation, and fellowship with the brethren are necessary for nurturing the 

inner man. 

 

Inherent in discipleship is a very close relationship with fellow believers in the body of Christ. It 

is very important that each newly converted person becomes fully integrated into the church. This occurs 

smoothly and brings joy to all when there is a definite effort to achieve likemindedness. The Apostle Paul 

wrote, ñFulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mindò 

(Phil. 2:2). This relationship includes friendliness and tenderheartedness as well as great care to avoid 

offending or discouraging other brethren by oneôs behavior. Sometimes inadequate effort is made to help 

individuals feel a full part of the fellowship. It is easy to drift into the habit of concentrating on those 

with whom one is well acquainted or those who are especially likable or of common background. Each 

member has a responsibility to help others draw close to the body and thus to the Lord, in the common 

bond of discipleship. 

 

A true disciple of Christ does not have ñfellowship with the unfruitful works of darknessò (Eph. 

5:11), but rather he reproves them. In a culture indulging in pleasure, ease, and materialism, he sees 

himself as serving a higher and more soul-satisfying purpose in life. He thus focuses on ñredeeming the 

time, because the days are evilò (Eph. 5:16). He seeks to ñkeep himself unspotted from the worldò 
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(James 1:27) so that his heart may be an honorable dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. He is keenly aware 

of the importance of portraying a consistent example, for the discipleôs life reflects upon his master. A 

true disciple is willing to bear the cross of Christ, whatever the cost may be. 

 

A humble, obedient lifestyle will often draw questions from others about oneôs faith. 

Discipleship includes a willingness to give expression of this faith when interest is aroused. ñBut sanctify 

the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 

reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fearò (1 Pet. 3:15). The most effective response will 

be gracious and sincere, rather than overbearing or high-minded. ñLet your speech be always with grace, 

seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every manò (Col. 4:6). 

 

True discipleship requires faithfulness. Being an overcomer is universally acclaimed in the 

messages to the seven churches (Rev. 2 and 3). The road to Zion is an uphill struggle, fraught with many 

dangers and temptations, ñbut he giveth more graceò (James 4:6). The diligent, well disciplined follower 

of Christ strives to make his ñcalling and election sureò (2 Pet. 1:10). He works out his own salvation 

with ñfear and tremblingò (Phil. 2:12). He recognizes that those who endure temptation will receive the 

crown of life (James 1:12). ñFor ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye 

might receive the promiseò (Heb. 10:36). 

 

Christ-like love is a cardinal feature of discipleship. ñBe ye therefore followers of God, as dear 

children, and walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us . . .ñ (Eph. 5:1-2). 

In fact, the most convincing aspect of the validity of a group of believers is their sacrificial love for one 

another. Jesus gave this characteristic profound significance when He said, ñBy this shall all men know 

that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to anotherò (John 13:35). 

 

Therefore, ye Christôs disciples, all together, 

O, consecrate yourself to Him anew! 

United stand; and let loveôs flame forever 

Inflame your hearts with passions, strong and true. 

 Zionôs Harp #191 



   32 

Family Worship Time 

 

Family worship time is a God-given opportunity to unite the family and help resist the many 

subtle forces which are attempting to undermine the Christian home. Ambition to obtain more than 

modest means often leads to excessively long hours of employment and, in some instances, causes both 

parents to work outside the home while children are still quite young. Children are expected to excel in 

school and mature rapidly so they can shoulder their responsibilities in society. Perhaps because of fear 

of failure, greater emphasis is sometimes placed on developing a career for life than preparing a soul for 

eternity. The Word gives a different perspective: ñBut seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto youò (Matt. 6:33). 

 

If children are to be fully convinced that spiritual things should have first place, it will have to be 

proven to them by the priorities established in the home. To achieve this objective there must be 

concerted effort to communicate on a spiritual level and to set aside regular family worship time. For 

many it is the evening meal that best lends itself to a time of family communication. The family 

assembles around the table to give thanks to God for all good gifts including the blessing of being 

together. Following is a time when children should be seen and heard. Each should be given opportunity 

to speak freely of the experiences of the day to that little group of people who are to him or her the most 

understanding and supportive fellow human beings on this earth. Home should be a place of respite from 

the pressures of society. Close fellowship among those we deeply love affords a foretaste of heaven (Eph. 

2:6). Family ties are strengthened by these experiences. If parents do not apply consistent determination 

to set aside such times in their busy lives, how often will true family communion occur on a spontaneous 

basis? 

 

Innumerable after-school activities, the lure of many forms of entertainment, multiple jobs, fast 

food outlets and a host of other factors have made a quiet evening meal at home with the entire family 

virtually unknown to many households in America. If we are not on guard, this will become an accepted 

pattern in our homes. This is but one small example of the success which the unrelenting enemy of our 

souls has had in seeking to undermine the Christian home. He is trying to corrupt the simplicity of our 

lives in Christ (2 Cor. 11:3). 

 

Many of us have precious memories of our fathers praying aloud at the table and reading from 

the Holy Scriptures. Older converts often testify that they were moved to repentance as the Holy Spirit 

brought to their remembrance the prayers and faithful teachings of their parents. Our sincere hope is that 

such memories may help awaken many others. ñTrain up a child in the way he should go: and when he is 

old, he will not depart from itò (Prov. 22:6). 

 

Are we doing our best to preserve these sacred experiences for our children? Are we relenting to 

the peer pressure of neighboring children who grab a bite to eat on an individual basis and in a few 

minutes are back at the door to play again? Or have we established godly patterns which are respected by 

all, and are based on deep concerns for the eternal welfare of souls. Joshua said, ñChoose you this day 

whom ye will serve.., but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lordò (Josh. 24:15). 

 

One of the fruits of the Holy Spirit is temperance which is defined as habitual self-control or self-

discipline. We can pray spontaneously at any time without depending upon a structured schedule. 

However, if we acknowledge our human frailty, we will agree that much grace is needed to help us lead 

balanced or temperate lives which include adequate time for prayer and worship on a regular basis. The 

Psalmist wrote, ñit is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name, O 
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most High: To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning and thy faithfulness every nightò (Psalms 

92:1-2). Numerous scriptural teachings refer to daily communication with God and regular meditation 

upon His Word. Parents are instructed to teach their children the ways of the Lord continuously. 

Abraham was commended by God, ñFor I know him, that he will command his children and his 

household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord...ò (Gen. 18:19). 

 

Unquestioned loyalty to regular attendance at church services should be the norm of every 

believing home. ñNot forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 

exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approachingò (Heb. 10:25). 

Reinforcement of what was learned at church and Sunday School is a special blessing of family 

communication on a spiritual level. Children should be asked about their lessons for the day. They will 

profit from the example of hearing their parents speak appreciatively of thoughts brought out in the 

sermons. Combined efforts to memorize Scripture and frequent reference to its application in our daily 

lives can be of great benefit. Parents should always be on the lookout for ñteachable momentsò when a 

scriptural lesson can be applied to everyday life. This can be accomplished without being overbearing, if 

it is motivated by the love of Christ. 

 

How can we find the time for all of these things when we already feel overwhelmed with meeting 

the many routine pressures of life? The Word says, ñAnd that, knowing the time, that now it is high time 

to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believedò (Rom. 13:11). We will 

find time for the things we cherish the most. Jesus said, ñFor where your treasure is, there will your 

heart be alsoò (Matt. 6:21). We must put forth the time, energy, dedication and self-denial to meet our 

family responsibilities. By faithful obedience to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, there will be generated 

in our own minds deep personal convictions based upon the Word of God regarding these responsibilities 

as Christian parents. As this occurs, the reallocation of our time becomes of itself a simple act. The 

resultant blessings will rest with our children and our childrenôs childrenðshould the Lord tarry. 
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Holy Communion 

 

Holy Communion is one of the most sacred and precious experiences afforded the child of God 

while here on this earth. It was instituted by the Lord Jesus on the night of His betrayal, while He was 

gathered in a large upper room with the twelve apostles. ñAnd he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake 

it, and gave unto them, saying, this is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. 

Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, this cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for 

youò (Luke 22:19-20). The Lord understood human nature and saw great benefit to be derived by the 

church in the years to come through observance of this sacred rite. 

 

The primary purpose of Holy Communion is to bring vivid remembrance to the sacrifice and 

suffering of the Savior, who paid the price for sin and brought the opportunity for salvation to lost 

mankind. The intense love for Christ which bursts forth in the heart of every newly converted person is 

referred to as his ñfirst love.ò It consists of a deep appreciation for salvation, forgiveness, and peace. The 

Word describes a pitiful deterioration of this awareness in the hearts of the people in the church at 

Ephesus (Rev. 2:2-4). Although these believers were diligent in performing many good works and 

resisting evil, they had lost their first love. They were warned to repent and restore that love or suffer 

even greater loss. Communion can be very helpful in maintaining the flame of love for Christ. 

 

The symbols which represent Christôs body and blood give added meaning to this sacred feast. 

The bread is made of a multitude of grains of wheat which were ground into flour. Each grain has lost its 

identity and has been blended imperceptibly into the loaf. The fruit of the vine is made from many grapes 

which were crushed to release their juice. They also have lost their identity and have become blended 

perfectly to form the final product. The beautiful simplicity of breaking the bread and sharing the cup 

allows the true meaning of these symbols to prevail in the hearts of the brethren as they take Communion. 

All thought of self is put aside, and a body of united believers is taken back to Calvary in the spirit, to 

behold in reverence and deepest gratitude the suffering, bleeding, and dying of the pure and holy lamb of 

God. 

 

The Scripture teaches that each child of God is to make a thorough self-examination before 

partaking of Holy Communion. If no unreconciled sin is found and the individual is at peace with God 

and man, he is then free to partake (1 Cor. 11:27-32). The Apostle Paul wrote, ñTherefore let us keep the 

feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened 

bread of sincerity and truthò (1 Cor. 5:8). 

 

The question is sometimes raised as to whether the church has any role in determining who might 

partake of Communion. Indeed certain basic standards are applied, such as not sharing Communion with 

children or individuals who have not been baptized. It is relevant to note that the church takes ample time 

and care in ascertaining who is worthy of baptism: ñLay hands suddenly on no manò (1 Tim. 5:22). Once 

a soul has brought an acceptable testimony of true conversion and love for Christ and has demonstrated 

commitment to a life of obedience to Godôs Word, a covenant is made and baptism is administered. 

Implicit in this baptism is submission to church authority and loyalty to the body of believers of which 

the new member has become an integral part (Phil. 1:27, 3:16; Heb. 13:17). Both the church (Christôs 

body) and the individual bear responsibility in keeping this feast with sincerity and truth (1 Cor. 5:8). 

Self-examination prior to Communion is the responsibility of the individual member, as prescribed in the 

Word (1 Cor. 11:28). The churchôs role is to open the Communion feast only to those who are in full 

fellowship with and thus spiritually accountable to this body of believers. 
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If Communion were open to any professing Christian, individuals with markedly different beliefs 

and interpretations of the Word would participate. This could include professing Christians who have 

adopted substandard lifestyles which in many instances constitute living in sin, according to a literal 

interpretation of the Word. The consequences of partaking of Communion unworthily are very serious.  

ñFor he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himselfò (1 Cor. 11:29).  

When wayward Christians are under the jurisdiction of a body of believers which diligently applies the 

Word, and judges immoral lifestyles as sin, they are disciplined (1 Cor. 5). This authority cannot be 

exerted over such individuals if they belong to a different church or religious group. In addition to 

contributing to their condemnation by allowing them to share Communion, another scriptural principle 

would be violated: ñ... neither be partaker of other menôs sins: keep thyself pureò (1 Tim. 5:22). The 

Word further teaches, ñAnd have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 

themò (Eph. 5:11). There is no practical way for the church to fulfill the Scriptural ideal of a pure and 

holy remembrance of the Lordôs suffering in the true spirit of unity, if Holy Communion is held as an 

open public ceremony. 

 

The flame of love and appreciation for Christ is renewed when brethren gather in oneness of 

mind and with prepared hearts to observe Holy Communion. This experience strengthens the spiritual 

union throughout the body of believers as well as with the Head, which is Christ (1 Cor. 10:16-17). 

Communion means ñcommon union.ò The deep, meaningful fellowship among believers in Christ who 

are of like mind and at peace with one another is truly a foretaste of Heaven. ñAnd (He) hath raised us up 

together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesusò (Eph. 2:6). May we truly cherish 

the opportunity to experience renewal of our first love by observing Holy Communion in all sincerity and 

humility, according to the pattern established by our Lord and Savior and His beloved disciples. 
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What Is Worldliness? 

 

The world can be defined as human life and society without God. Worldliness is conformity to or 

affection for those things which are of the world, which is Satanôs domain. The Apostle Paul wrote, ñSet 

your affection on things above, not on things on the earthò (Col. 3:2). Living devotedly in Christ or 

walking aimlessly in the world are as different as life and death. ñAnd you hath he quickeneth who were 

dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobe-

dienceò (Eph. 2:1-2). Man finds himself in the middle of a great battle between monumental spiritual 

forces. ñFor we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against 

the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high placesò (Eph. 6:12). The 

child of God must be able to recognize the ñdarkness of this worldò so that he will not fall back under 

the power of Satan. 

 

Believers are not to be conformed to the world (Rom. 12:2), but they are to be crucified unto the 

world (Gal. 6:14), remain unspotted from the world (James 1:27), and be separate from the world (2 Cor. 

6:17). In order to obey these scriptural truths, it is necessary to understand thoroughly the nature of 

worldliness, which has both inward and outward components. The inward includes ungodly attitudes and 

feelings such as selfishness, envy, bitterness, evil surmisings, judging, stubbornness, respect of persons, 

pride, and an unforgiving spirit. Outward worldliness is a manifestation of these attitudes as words and 

deeds characteristic of humanity which is not under the control of the Holy Spirit. Biblical examples 

indicate that outward worldliness constitutes a wide range of behaviors, from indulgence in gross evils to 

association with unedifying aspects of human life and society. 

 

A converted personôs pattern of life should differ markedly from that of his sinful past. Formerly 

he was ñin bondage under the elements of the worldò (Gal. 4:3). Through conversion he has ñescaped 

the corruption that is in the world through lustò (2 Pet. 1:4). The child of God who is living under the 

influence of the Holy Spirit has no place in his life for the works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21). Few would 

deny the need to remain clearly separate from the obvious corruptions of worldliness. Unfortunately 

some of the more subtle aspects of worldliness are often allowed to creep into a believerôs life. 

 

For example, it is very easy for anyone to allow his mind to become cluttered with anxiety about 

everyday obligations and material possessions. In the parable of the sower, the individual who receives 

the seed (Godôs Word) among thorns experiences the following consequences: ñ. . . the care of this 

world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitfulò (Matt. 13:22). Do we 

recognize that undue worry and concern about temporal things are dangerous forms of worldliness? The 

Word says, ñBe careful (anxious) for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto Godò (Phil. 4:6). 

 

Many forms of entertainment which the world offers attract huge crowds and produce great 

wealth for their promoters. Jesus said, ñ. . . that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in 

the sight of Godò (Luke 16:15). These activities seldom lend themselves to ñredeeming (making the best 

use of) the timeò (Eph. 5:16), nor do they bring glory to God. They include aimless entertainments such 

as fictitious dramas and frenzied athletic competitions which glorify man and can lead to worshipping the 

ñcreature more than the Creatorò (Rom. 1:25). Perhaps the most predominant form of creature worship 

today is hedonism or love of self-satisfying pleasure (2 Tim. 3:4). It is exactly the opposite of denying 

self and seeking the welfare of others (1 Cor. 10:24). ñHe that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he 

that loveth wine and oil shall not be richò (Prov. 21:17). 



   37 

 

Some of the outward manifestations of worldliness are motivated by pride. Personal glamour is 

given high priority in the world. Great efforts are made to enhance human attractiveness with fashionable 

adornments and hair styles. The Apostle Paul wrote, ñ.. the fashion of this world passeth awayò (1 Cor. 

7:31). Godôs priorities are very different from those of the world: ñFavor is deceitful and beauty is vain: 

but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praisedò (Prov. 31:30). The common expression ñletting 

your hair downò describes a condition of being very relaxed and off guard. Is there something to be 

learned by pondering the implications of this expression? The Apostle Peter wrote, ñSeeing then that all 

these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation (be-

havior) and godlinessò (2 Pet. 3:11). 

 

When the believer sets his affection on the spiritual treasures which God has given to him to 

enjoy, he is much less likely to be drawn back into the world. Through the wisdom of God, his goals are 

elevated far above the beggarly elements of this world, and his life radiates with godly virtues. ñBut the 

wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy 

and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisyò (James 3:17). 

 

This beautiful state can be destroyed by rekindling a friendship with the world: ñ. . . know ye not 

that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?ò (James 4:4). Even one of Paulôs co-laborers became 

a backslider: ñFor Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present worldò (2 Tim. 4:10). 

 

As we seek to avoid worldliness it is wise to ask, ñWhat would Jesus do?ò He obviously would 

not partake of any of the evil works of the flesh nor would He be associated with such entertainments, 

fashions, or worldly pursuits that corrupt the inner man. ñLet us hold fast the profession of our faith 

without wavering...ò (Heb. 10:23) and strive with all diligence for our heavenly homeland. ñFor we know 

that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have an house not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavensò (2 Cor. 5:1). 
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Serving the Lord as a Single Person 

 

Living for God as a single person is portrayed in the Bible as a special gift (1 Cor. 7:7). It is very 

clear that every child of God, whether single or married, male or female, young or old, is of equal 

spiritual worth before Christ. ñFor as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye 

are all one in Christ Jesusò (Gal. 3:27-28). ñAnd if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs 

with Christò (Rom. 8:17). 

 

Sometimes single believers struggle with feelings of discontentment, unfulfillment, frustration, 

discouragement and loneliness which they attribute to their unmarried state. This frame of mind can even 

lead to envy, bitterness and ultimately despair. A major cause of these harmful attitudes is often an 

inappropriate self-concept. True humility is seeing ourselves in the same realistic manner in which God 

sees us. It is not an elevation of self nor is it an undue degrading of self. It does not include 

dissatisfaction with our basic God-given traits. ñShall the thing formed say to him that formed it, why 

hast thou made me thus?ò (Rom. 9:20). David said, ñI will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 

wonderfully madeò (Psalms 139:14). The Word explains that we only ñsee through a glass darklyò and 

only ñknow in part.ò However, it also promises ñthen shall I know even as also I am knownò (1 Cor. 

13:12). Although the full realization of how God sees us as individuals will occur only in Eternity, the 

more intimately we walk with Christ today, the more accurately we will know ourselves as He knows us. 

Perhaps the most harmful source of discontentment is having self as the center of our lives rather than 

Christ. 

 

Self-centeredness is a failure to yield to Jesus and to allow Him to have control of our lives. Our 

primary goal as believers should be bringing glory to God in all aspects of our lives (1 Cor. 6:20). If we 

assume that our lives cannot be fulfilled because we are unmarried, we develop an unrealistic attitude 

about Godôs plan for us. ñFor in him (Christ) dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are 

complete in Himò (Col. 2:9-10). If we claim this promise of completeness, we will not be so easily 

swayed when well-meaning but thoughtless comments are made such as, ñWhy arenôt you married yet?ò 

or ñYou ought to be settling down and making someone else happy also.ò 

 

Sometimes such comments can cause single believers much anxiety. Feelings of inferiority and 

even guilt may follow. Such feelings, based on the fact that one is unmarried, have no scriptural 

justification. The best response is to quickly forgive those who make thoughtless comments and continue 

to claim the full measure of joy and hope which accompanies a life which is surrendered to Christ. ñNow 

the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the 

power of the Holy Ghostò (Rom. 15:13). 

 

Another attitude which robs contentment is excessive thinking about what might be or what one 

wants to be. This ñwhat ifò attitude prevents a believer from living in the fulness of Christ in the present, 

whatever his current state may be. It can lead to such frustration that wrong solutions are considered. The 

Apostle Paul prayed three times for his thorn in the flesh to be removed. Godôs answer was, ñMy grace is 

sufficient for theeò (2 Cor. 12:9). Paul could have reacted by trying to force his own will. Sometimes 

individuals blame the church for their difficulties. They feel that if dating and marrying other professing 

Christians were permitted, their problem would be resolved. Once again, the right solution is to focus on 

Christ and put oneôs complete trust in Him. The Apostle Paul wrote, ñLet this mind be in you, which was 

also in Christ Jesusò (Phil. 2:5). Mary portrayed a beautiful example of graceful submission when she 

said, ñBehold the handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me according to thy wordò (Luke 1:38). 
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It is very important to recognize that the Scriptures offer the option to choose to be single. ñI say 

therefore to the unmarried and widows, it is good for them if they abide even as 1ò (1 Cor. 7:8). When 

this option is viewed as an opportunity and the matter is placed entirely in Godôs hands, harmful attitudes 

such as frustration and discouragement are replaced by faith and contentment. The overwhelming desire 

of every believerôs heart should be for Godôs will to be done. ñDelight thyself also in the Lord: and he 

shall give thee the desires of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust also in him; and he shall 

bring it (His will) to pass (Psalms 37:4-5). 

 

The special gift of being single provides much greater freedom and opportunity to help others. 

Those who are married have a primary commitment in life to their spouses and families. Whereas, ñHe 

that is unmarried, careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lordò (1 Cor. 

7:32). This affords the single person a unique opportunity to serve the Lord in many special ways. 

 

When God gives a gift or a calling, it should be viewed as something to be cherished and 

sustained (1 Cor. 7:24). If our calling is to be single, this does not carry with it any shame nor does it 

require any apology. Rather, all brethren would do well to adjust their perspective, if necessary, and 

acknowledge the godly honor which is bestowed upon this calling. Early in Godôs creation He observed 

that it was not good for man to be alone (Gen. 2:18). God has provided fulfillment not only through 

marriage, but also by intimate fellowship with the brethren and, ultimately, through oneness with Christ 

our Savior. ñBut if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sinò (1 John 1:7). 

 

With Jesus Christ as the center of our lives, we can find peace and contentment as well as 

unlimited opportunity to serve others. Jesus said ñI am come that they might have life, and that they 

might have it more abundantlyò (John 10:10). 

 



   40 

Sanctification 

 

ñChrist also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with 

the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, 

or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemishò (Eph. 5:25-27). 

 

Sanctification is defined as being set apart for a sacred service, a holy use. When the firstborn of 

Egypt were destroyed, the Israelites were set apart, for the death angel saw the blood and passed over 

their households. It is a great privilege to be thus called of God and marked or set apart for holy use. But 

with that gift also comes a very significant responsibility. ñ. . . unto whomsoever much is given, of him 

shall be much requiredò (Luke 12:48). 

 

Sanctification begins with faith in Christ (Acts 26:18) which results in an imputed righteousness. 

The Word (John 17:17) and the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:16) then further sanctify and purify our hearts and 

lives. This is a practical sanctification which involves the application of scriptural principles to all 

aspects of our attitude and behavior. ñHaving therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 

ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of Godò (2 Cor. 7:1). 

This practical holiness is not an option for the believer. ñFollow peace with all men, and holiness, 

without which no man shall see the Lordò (Heb. 12:14). 

 

Where do we stand today with regard to sanctification of spirit, soul and body (1 Thes. 5:23)? Do 

we abhor sin or have we allowed worldliness to reenter our heart? Do we read things we shouldnôt or 

dwell on evil thoughts? We must yield to God and not to Satanôs lures: ñBut put ye on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereofò (Rom. 13:14). This means we 

should not think about how we may please our flesh. We are told the wall around the New Jerusalem 

separates the ungodly from the godly. ñAnd there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth...ò 

(Rev. 21:27). 

 

If we allow an evil thought to become a strong imagination, we may go on to delight in it and fi-

nally consent to it in word or deed. It has been said that we should ñwithstand the beginnings,ò just as we 

most effectively deal with weeds in a garden when they are young and shallow-rooted. If these invasive 

plants are allowed to remain for a period of time, they become deeply rooted. They take the nourishment 

from the fruit and, like evil thoughts, if left unchecked they ultimately choke out all that is good (James 

1:14-15). 

 

It is very clear that the early church was truly set apart for Christ. However, through the ages of 

time there have been many changes in the attitudes and lifestyles of professing Christians. Years ago 

many took the stand of being non-combatant. The Anabaptists in Europe were persecuted for this but 

never took the sword. However, World War II brought a relaxation of this standard, and it became 

common even for ñfundamentalò Christians to bear arms. Historically, honoring the Lordôs day by 

abstaining from labor and commerce was a widespread practice. This has deteriorated a great deal in 

recent years. We are thankful that our brethren keep the Lordôs day holy and rest from their labors. 

 

Many other churches formerly did not believe in going to movies. Gradually they relented and 

said their members could go to the óógoodò movies. Now many allow themselves to go to any of them. 

Entertainment becomes a refuge from a disturbing conscience. God tries to convict souls, but they drown 

it out by one sport after another, one movie after another. The influences of television programming and 

Hollywood eventually manifest themselves. Divorce was common in Hollywood many years ago; now it 
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is common in our society. In adornment there have also been many changes. Yet the Bible says ñWhose 

adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on 

of apparel But let it be the hidden man of the heart ...ò (1 Pet. 3:3-4). After all we are not to please the 

world but are set apart to glorify God. In the Word, painting the face is associated with corruption (Ezek. 

23:40). 

 

There has come to be little difference between professing Christians and unbelievers in many as-

pects of lifestyle. What has happened to biblically based practical sanctification which truly sets the 

believer apart from others? We need to prove that our allegiance is to the Lord and not the world. In Him 

are the true pleasures, not those that satisfy the flesh but those which satisfy the soulôs need (Ps. 16:11). 

 

We must not only pray but watch. We must watch for trends in our own heart and withstand the 

beginnings. We must realize that we are in a real battle, greater than the battle of Gettysburg or Bunker 

Hill, and better is ñhe that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a cityò (Prov. 16:32). 

 

Sanctification should occur in every phase of our lives, our personality, our thoughts, our life-

style, and our outward appearance (2 Tim. 2:19-21). We are to glorify God in our body and in our spirit, 

both of which belong to Him (1 Cor. 6:20). ñNow our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God, even our 

Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 

comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and workò (2 Thes. 16:17). 
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Competitive Athletics 

 

A recent study of changing American attitudes reported that sports is Americaôs newest and most 

rapidly growing religion. Over the past fifty years sports has saturated American life, attracting millions 

of dedicated followers. The ñplay ethicò has mostly replaced the work ethic as a national ideal. The 

worship of athletic games and teams in our nation borders on idolatry. 

 

Sincere followers of Christ are thus faced with many questions: Is devotion to Christ compatible 

with involvement in organized athletic competition? Are Christian ideals consistent with sports values? 

Do the motives of sports correspond with the mind of Christ? Do the noises and revellings of sports 

enhance or hinder peace of heart and mind? 

 

Sports enthusiasts claim that athletics provide ñpositiveò disciplines that later carry over into 

everyday life. Sports are thought to build character and cultivate a sense of cooperation. In reality, 

conceit and feelings of superiority are found among many athletes, resulting from years of crowd 

adulation and self-promotion. Corruption and violence are all too often associated with athletics, 

especially at the collegiate and professional level. Instead of relieving stress, preoccupation with sports 

only adds more frustration and anguish to many lives. 

 

Admittedly, recreation and play are beneficial for growing children. Energies expended at play 

are preferable to those spent on destructive and/or immoral acts. There comes a time, however, when 

immature interests must give way to spiritual adulthood. The Apostle Paul wrote, ñWhen I was a child, I 

spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away 

childish thingsò (1 Cor. 13:11). 

 

Athletic competition corrodes Christian discipleship because the motives and general environ-

ment of these contests undermine Christian principles. The believer must not temporarily abandon these 

principles in the name of ñsport.ò Athletic competition is motivated primarily by self-promotion. It 

arouses strong feelings of aggression, hostility, partisanship, greed, conquest, and even violence. None of 

these traits is Christ-like. Loyalty to oneôs team can become so intense that it prompts screaming, 

shouting, yelling, and chanting to a near war-like level. This is not the kind of environment in which a 

believer would want to be found when the Lord returns. Such intense desire to prevail or gain can 

constitute covetousness, which is idolatry (Col. 3:5). ñLet nothing be done through strife or vainglory 

éò (Phil. 2:3). 

 

Although sometimes denied, a lust to win pervades athletic contests. A coachôs job security rests 

on his won/lost record. Victory comes at the expense of a victim! However, Christ taught: ñFor he that is 

least among you all, the same shall be greatò (Luke 9:48), and Paul wrote: ñGod forbid that I should 

glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christò (Gal. 6:14). 

 

Victors are subject to an enormous amount of praise and adulation, while the vanquished are left 

to feel inferior. The Lordôs emphasis was quite different: ñfor that which is highly esteemed among men 

is abomination in the sight of Godò (Luke 16:15). ñHe taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. The Lord 

taketh pleasure in those that fear him, in those who hope in His mercyò (Ps. 147:10-11). Also, as 

believers, we are taught not to compare ourselves among ourselves (2 Cor. 10:12). 

 

A study of winning and losing attitudes in sports revealed that the most successful competitors 

viewed their opponents as temporary enemies. They worked up competitive animosity and intense 
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aggression before a game. How do these attitudes compare with the Christian principles of love, humility, 

meekness, and gentleness (James 4:10, Gal 5:22-23)? 

 

Even if such negative attitudes and emotions could be avoided, the believer has a much higher 

calling in life than to squander time in fleshly athletic competitions. His charge is to redeem the time 

(Eph. 5:16) and to ñhave no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove themò 

(Eph. 5:11). Satan is providing a fleshly addiction for millions of people through organized athletic 

competition. His motive is to distract them from thinking about their eternal destiny. The Christianôs 

calling is too high for such indulgences, especially since the fields of unbelief are white unto harvest and 

the laborers are few (John 4:35, Luke 10:2). 

 

When comparing the motives of sports enthusiasts with the mind of Christ, it is important to 

remember that He sought for himself no reputation (Phil 2:7). He exemplified selflessness and 

servanthood. His central message was one of reconciliation, not retaliation (Matt. 5:39,44). 

 

In view of Christôs virtuous example, it seems a contradiction for us, who propose to exemplify 

His life, to engage in or purposely witness a mode of behavior that conflicts with Christôs teachings. 

Fleshly determination to subdue an opponent and to win the idolatrous praise of men does not even 

remotely resemble holiness (1 Pet. 1:15-16). 

 

The Apostle Paul drew a lesson from those who strive to achieve; he said they must be 

ñtemperate in all thingsò (1 Cor. 9:25). He also went on to conclude, ñnow they do it to obtain a 

corruptible crown; but we an incorruptibleò (1 Cor. 9:25). Are competitive sports worldly or godly? 

Someday we will have to give an answer - have we been friends to the world or friends of God? (Jam. 

4:4). ñSet your affection on the things above, not on the things of the earthò (Col. 3:2). 
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Teaching Children to Respect God 

 

ñThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdomò (Prov. 9:10). A proper respect or reverence for 

God is a key element in developing true faith.  This can be nurtured only if those who teach this principle 

exemplify it by their attitudes and actions. 

 

The mind of a young child is quite subject to being shaped and directed. Believing parents must 

seize the initiative and make concerted effort to exert godly influences during this time of great potential. 

indeed.  The Word says ñTrain up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart 

from it.ò (Prov. 22:6). 

 

True respect for God requires understanding of oneôs relationship to his Creator as well as 

recognition of Godôs supreme authority over all of humanity. These concepts cannot be taught as abstract 

truths. They must be conveyed spontaneously and prayerfully as a part of everyday experiences. They are 

best understood through simple examples, just as Christ taught by parables and by His own actions. The 

key to teaching is to reduce the complex to a simple level so that it can be understood. Parental attitudes 

toward other authority figures as well as toward those who are subject to themselves should impart to a 

growing child a beautiful picture of godly order and loving submission.  This will be of great help in 

developing a childôs respect for his parents. ñChildren, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 

Honor thy father and mother: which is the first commandment with promise; that it may be well with 

thee, and thou mayest live long on the earthò (Eph. 6:1-3). 

 

Many today consider man as only a soul-less animal. To such individuals there is no absolute, 

God-directed moral order: also, the origin of man is mysteriously evolutionary, and man has no eternal 

destination. Such viewpoints suggest that life is meaningless. 

 

Rather, the Bible teaches that a child should learn to see himself as a special creation of God, 

uniquely made in His own image (Gen. 1:27). If a child believes that he has been created for the purpose 

of serving God and someday devoting all his talents for the glorious cause of Christ, his self-concept and 

reason for existence will take on a special meaning. His sense of self-worth and his awareness that he 

must submit to Godôs moral order will add a positive, disciplined quality to his life.  It will motivate him 

to learn to pray and draw close to God, especially as he observes this consistent pattern in his parents. 

 

Children will respect God if they are taught about His power (Ps. 147:5) and His abundant grace 

(II Cor. 4:15), as well as His receptiveness to prayer and supplication (Phil. 4:6). Parentsô diligent 

reading of Bible stories and conveying of their own spiritual experiences to their children will enhance 

their comprehension of the love and mercy of God. 

 

A mother has a special gift of influence over her children. Born with an instinctive bond of love 

for her offspring, a mother should fully exercise her honorable God-given role as keeper at home (Tit. 

2:5). ñAnd thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 

thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.ò 

(Deut. 6:7). It would be far better to adapt to a more modest standard of living than to relegate this 

golden, one-time opportunity to a ñsubstitute motherò while pursuing a career. It must also be recognized 

that motherhood is a most demanding role and that parenting should be a mutual responsibility in which 

husband and wife faithfully support each other. 

 

Children must develop a deep appreciation and respect for the unchanging Word of God. If the 
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spiritual aspect of a fatherôs life is truly paramount, he will surely strive to place more emphasis upon 

Godôs Word which deals with the Eternal than upon material things which will pass away. Jesus said 

ñWhere your treasure is, there will your heart be alsoò (Matt. 6:21). 

 

Active participation in the church provides many valuable learning experiences for children. 

Respect for godly order and submission to one another are prominent features of a unified, loving body 

of believers. As a child observes consistent obedience to truth, he will become aware of the Holy Spiritôs 

work in the lives of the believers. Observance of scripturally based church traditions and common 

patterns of lifestyle will provide a sense of identity with a loving, trustworthy support group. A most 

beneficial experience consists of seeing the transforming power of God in the life of an acquaintance 

who turns to the Lord in repentance. This helps develop respect for Godôs life-changing power. 

 

Cultivating a childôs respect for God is not easy. Our society is ignoring more and more the 

existence of the laws of God. The insidious forces of Satan are spreading many influential themes (such 

as evolution, relativism and individualism) which can undermine a childôs respect for authority. An alert 

parent must work diligently to arm a child against these vain philosophies (Col. 2:8). 

 

Sincere efforts to teach children to respect God and love His Word will never be regretted. Such 

teachings will serve to keep their hearts tender and make them more willing to turn to Christ in true 

repentance when they come under conviction. Then they will be able to rejoice in the wonderful promise 

ñSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 

Lord foreverò (Ps. 23:6). 
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Offense and Judging 

 

The New Testament gives specific instructions for dealing with many aspects of life. There are 

also decisions which must be made by believers in areas which the Scriptures do not address directly. 

Romans 14 and I Corinthians 8 are devoted to several important principles which are to guide us in 

meeting these situations, both with regard to our own personal choices as well as our reactions to choices 

made by others, which may differ from ours. These two chapters deal with some of the greatest tests of 

true love within the brotherhood. We are instructed to adhere to three basic principles as we make such 

decisions: 1) we must ñdo all to the glory of Godò (1 Cor. 10:31); 2) we must esteem our brother so 

highly that we will seek to please him in our actions and likewise respect his opinion (1 Cor. 10:33; Rom. 

14:3,10); and 3) we must strive for the things which keep peace in the church (Rom. 14:19). 

 

It is clear that there will be some variation in what is considered acceptable within a group of be-

lievers. ñFor one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs.ò ñOne man 

esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alikeò (Rom. 14:2,5). However, this is 

not a license to abandon the principle of likemindedness! These teachings refer to areas where no 

doctrinal position exists in the Scriptures and no specific standard has been established in the church. 

 

The Holy Spirit revealed to the Apostles and elders that positions were to be established on cer-

tain issues and these were communicated to the churches (Acts 15), just as occurs in our brotherhood 

today. This is for the purpose of maintaining peace and good order in the church and to assist the believer 

in applying the truth of Godôs Word to everyday life (1 Tim. 3:15). This submission to godly order will 

help keep us from again becoming ña friend of the worldò (James 4:4). 

 

When the Apostle Paul wrote, ñthere is nothing unclean of itself but to him that esteemeth 

anything to be unclean, to him it is uncleanò (Rom. 14:14), he was obviously referring to those areas of 

life where the Scriptures are silent and no church standard exists. He certainly was not declaring that any 

act is all right if so viewed by the individual. This would be condoning relativism, a great deception of 

our time in which individuals establish their own personal moral standards based upon circumstances and 

their own thinking, rather than on the Word of God (Prov. 14:12). 

 

ñWeaknessò in these chapters refers to a sensitivity of conscience about a certain matter which is 

not defined in the Scriptures as either right or wrong. It sometimes includes a feeling of need to have 

clear-cut universal patterns on such matters. ñStrengthò implies a faith that it is acceptable to participate 

in such a matter; and this should always be accompanied by a heartfelt attitude of charity and humility (1 

Cor. 8:1-2). The Word does not praise or criticize either the weakness or the strength if each approach 

honors the Lord (Rom. 14:6). All of us experience both qualities to varying degrees, but when strong, we 

are to be very considerate and supportive of the weak (Rom. 14:21-23; 15:1-3). 

 

The test of true love among brethren consists of the ability to deal with these areas of life without 

judging, grieving or offending each other, all of which are displeasing to God. Judging is determining on 

a personal basis that another has erred; this is especially serious when a personôs motives are faulted. 

Grieving someone is to cause him severe distress. Offending is bringing spiritual harm to another person 

by causing him to stumble. The directives in these chapters clearly involve more than just minor 

annoyances or hurt feelings. 

 

Individuals can misuse their weakness or strength about an issue as they relate to one another 

within the church. One who feels freedom of conscience on a matter may assume a superior or 
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condescending attitude toward the weak. This attitude will make it very hard for him to defer to anotherôs 

conscience, even when offense is involved (1 Cor. 10:29-33). ñKnowledge puffeth up, but charity 

edifiethò (1 Cor. 8:1). The brother who feels he must abstain may demand that others defer to his 

convictions simply because he wants to have his own way. He might also conclude that anyone who 

doesnôt share his opinion on a matter is in error, which then becomes a form of judging (Rom. 14:13) 

 

Humble obedience to Godôs Word will keep the love of Christ flowing within the body of 

believers. Exhortations are given against extremes in observance of unnecessary restrictions (Rom. 

14:17, Heb. 13:9) as well as for the need to keep oneôs ñconscience void of offense toward God, and 

toward men,ò (Acts 24:16). Leaders were given to the house of Israel and to the church to provide 

guidance and help resolve conflicts. Of the priests it is written: And they shall teach my people the 

difference between the holy and profane... and in controversy they shall stand in judgment éò (Ezek. 

44:23-24). Of the New Testament leaders it is written that they should ñrule wellò and ñlabor in the 

word and doctrineò (1 Tim. 5:17), but never as ñlordsò who might lay unnecessary burdens upon the 

people (1 Pet. 5:3; Acts 15:28). No presumed strengths on the part of an individual should ever justify 

exemption from church-defined, biblically-based standards of godliness. 

 

Offense and judging are easily avoided if we adopt the ñmind of Christò (Phil. 2:5). Unspeakable 

joy on earth and eternal rewards in Heaven await those peacemakers who are motivated by genuine, 

sacrificial, Christ-like love, and who always esteem their brethren higher than themselves (Matt. 5:9; 

Rom. 12:10; Phil. 2:3). 
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Secular Humanism 

 

In recent years secular humanism has become one of the most influential false beliefs in our land. 

Today it is Christianityôs greatest rival! This article is intended to expose the fallacy of humanism and 

describe how it may influence individual believers and ultimately the church. 

 

Humanism is a system of beliefs which essentially becomes a secular (worldly, temporal) ñreli-

gionò to those who espouse it. However, true followers of God would not think of it as a religion. 

Humanism is a philosophical view which emphasizes the centrality of man, his dignity and worth, his 

capacity for self-realization through reason, his autonomy (complete freedom from restraint), control of 

his own destiny, his capacity to solve the worldôs and societyôs problems without any external help (such 

as God), and his capabilities as a rational being, possessing the source of truth and right. Secular 

humanists go so far as to declare that man cannot rely on some deity to save him; they claim that man 

must save himself. Man exalts himself above God! 

 

Secular humanists believe that man is basically good, not evil as stated in the Bible (Matt. 19:16-

17; Rom. 3:23). Most deny faith in God as Creator of the universe and Revealer of all truth; whereas the 

Bible teaches that man must have faith to please God (Hebrews 11:6). 

 

Secular humanists believe that the universe is self-existent and that man is the product of evolu-

tion rather than divine Creation. Because they discount life after death, they believe that self-satisfaction 

and the pursuit of happiness are the only realistic and meaningful goals of mankind. Having rejected the 

Bible, secular humanists believe that ethics and morality come from human experience and ideas, not 

from God. As a result, they recognize and accept variant sexual activities and immoral lifestyles as being 

valid even though condemned by the Bible. In addition to this, some of them even accept abortion, 

euthanasia (mercy-kill ing) and suicide as being legitimate alternatives for mankind. 

 

With the eye of faith, one can easily discern how these beliefs conflict with Godôs Word. One 

can also recognize the effect they have had on our society, particularly on such matters as public school 

prayer, abortion, and pornography. 

 

It is well to consider some of the areas in which this philosophy may influence our children and 

even the brotherhood. The educational system today is heavily tainted with humanistic ideas. Thus, 

children are exposed in varying degrees to these unbiblical viewpoints, including the false teachings of 

evolution and situation ethics (the belief that the particular situation one finds himself in determines the 

appropriate response rather than application of the absolutes of Godôs Word). 

 

Educators today often place primary emphasis on human reasoning, which sometimes erodes a 

simple faith in the Bible and in God. Schools are simply a reflection of society; if distortions of the truth 

are taught there, it is because society has allowed and willed it to happen. Television programming has 

also had a major role in fostering humanistic lifestyles and attitudes through its emphasis on and 

portrayal of immorality, violence and other evils. When man, rather than God, becomes the measure of 

all things, man deteriorates to a lower and lower estate because there are no absolute standards to uphold. 

Perhaps more importantly than ever before, every effort must be made by parents, Sunday School 

teachers and ministers to counteract these evil influences with scriptural truth. Jesus said, ñI pray not that 

thou shouldest take them out of the world but that thou shouldest keep them from the evilò (John 17:15). 

 

Humanism has precipitated a general decline in respect for authority. This too has made its pres-
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ence felt in the church. Humanistic thinking challenges all authorityðincluding God, the church, and its 

leadership. Biblical references to the importance of submission to spiritual authority are abundant (Eph. 

5:21, Heb. 13:17; Rev. 22:14). The humanist considers such submission as degrading. He also views the 

biblical description of the role of the godly woman to be demeaning, since she is taught to be subject to 

her husband and a keeper of the home (Col. 3:18, Eph. 5:22, Tit. 2:5). It is no coincidence that the 

advancement of the womenôs rights movement has paralleled the increasing impact of humanistic 

thinking on society. 

 

Humanistic influence has insidiously caused some believers to follow their own personal prefer-

ences with regard to observance of doctrinal teachings and church traditions. Humanistic influence has 

resulted in some believers exalting their own views above the consensus of church leadership. Further, 

humanistic inclinations have undermined a healthy sensitivity toward the weaker brotherôs conscience. 

The Bible teaches that man should not rely on his own understanding (Prov. 3:5), because he can 

sometimes deceive himself (Prov. 14:12). The believer should hold fast to scripturally-based conclusions 

drawn by the church leadership (Acts 15, 2 Thes. 2:15). Humanistic attitudes can mislead one to 

conclude that if he prays about something and feels no conviction about doing it, he has the liberty to 

ignore church counsel; when in fact the matter in question may be a doctrinal precept or church tradition. 

ñBeware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit...ò (Col. 2:8). 

 

We must stand firmly on the truth of the Word of God. The Lord Jesus said, ñIf ye continue in 

my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

freeò (John 8:31-32). 
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Absolute Truth Versus Relativism 

 

Relativism is a way of thinking which maintains that the basis of all judgments is dependent 

upon circumstances, personal experiences and cultural forces. It asserts that no moral standard is 

absolute. According to this theory ethical ñtruthsò are based on the viewpoints of the individuals or 

groups holding them and the circumstances in which they are being applied. Thus, basic issues which are 

considered right and good by one person or group may be wrong in the eyes of another person or group. 

Consequently, truth becomes subjective as individuals look to themselves rather than to God in seeking a 

basis for their judgments and beliefs. On the other hand, belief in absolute truth recognizes the existence 

of a source of wisdom from a higher nature than man himself. 

 

The conflict between absolute truth and relativism has existed in varying degrees since the begin-

ning of time. Seeking truth via the reason and experience of man finds root in the flesh while seeking 

truth via the Word of God finds root in His divine revelation. 

 

A well-known proverb teaches that men should look to their Creator God for truth: ñTrust in the 

Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understandingò (Prov. 3:5). Indeed, ñit is better to 

trust in the Lord than to put confidence in manò (Ps. 118:8). 

 

It has been a major error of mankind to trust in self, to rely heavily on personal experience, to do 

what ñseems right,ò and to depend upon oneôs own understanding. Although this tendency was born in 

Eden, it has expanded with great force in our present age. This is due largely to the fact that growing 

numbers of people no longer believe in the Bible as the ultimate source of absolute truth. Skeptics 

challenge its infallibility and inerrancy. Even professing Christians have fallen prey to methods of Bible 

interpretation which lead to twisting of various passages to suit their own cultural and/or fleshly 

preferences. A popular perception is that the individual should determine his own religious convictions 

independently of any church or historical system of beliefs. 

 

Relativism lends itself to individualism, which makes it very appealing to human nature. Choices 

are based on self-interest rather than submission to authority or concern for the common good of a group 

or society. This destroys loyalty, commitment and any sense of responsibility to an accepted set of 

standards. Such attitudes are flourishing in our society and are beginning to infiltrate the church. 

 

The Word of God teaches obedience to His truth, denial of self, and submission to one another 

within the body of believers (Matt. 16:24; John 14:15; Eph. 5:21). The Word of God also establishes the 

church as the ñpillar and ground of the truthò (1 Tim. 3:15). It places all believers under an ordained 

spiritual authority which must consist of faithful men who are sound examples of selfless servanthood, 

guided by the Holy Spirit to uphold and preserve doctrinal truth (Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 9:19; 2 Tim. 2:24-25; 

Jude 3). Unless these scriptural principles are embraced as absolute truth and taught with all diligence in 

the home and the church, it is only a matter of time until we too will become victims of relativism - who 

are ñlovers of their own selves,ò as the Apostle Paul declared (2 Tim. 3:2). 

 

Relativism in society has resulted in manôs world-view (how he sees life) becoming man-cen-

tered as opposed to God-centered. A dangerous situation arises when a believer unknowingly adopts a 

vision of life that is mixed: partially man-centered and partially God-centered. ñA double-minded man is 

unstable in all his waysò (Jam. 1:8). ñNo man can serve two mastersò (Matt. 6:24). When relativism 

begins to influence religious beliefs and attitudes, it becomes extremely dangerous. Believers must be on 

guard against this subtle but powerful influence. 
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Relativism is so pervasive today that one can easily become desensitized to its influences. The 

institutions of government, law, education, theology, and publishing once rested firmly on God-centered 

principles. The effects of relativism and mancenteredness have seen these institutions come to rest on an 

unstable foundation of secularism. Selfish thinking is rapidly overwhelming proper concern for the 

common welfare and long term needs of society. 

 

The absolute truth of the Bible is the anchor of the believer. ñAll Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God éò (2 Tim. 3:16). It comes only by divine revelation from Him. The Word is 

changeless, inerrant, and is manôs primary source of truth (Rev. 22:18-19). Godôs truth ñreacheth unto 

the cloudsò (Ps. 108:4) and is ñforever é settled in heavenò (Ps. 119:89). 

 

Spiritual truth does not emanate from manôs imperfect intellect but from Almighty God. The 

Psalmist perceived this clearly when he wrote, ñThe law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the 

testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 

heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean 

enduring forever: the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether,ò (Ps. 19:7-9). 

 

Believers can rejoice greatly that they have been delivered from the instability and deception of 

relativism. It is a privilege to serve the unchanging God of absolute truth and to have sound standards on 

which everyday moral decisions can be based. ñHe is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are 

judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is heò (Deut. 32:4). 
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Eternity  

 

The most important question that any human being can ever ask is what he must do to be saved 

(Matt. 19:16). Although many other things often seem much more pressing, such as concern about 

financial disaster, loss of health or threat of war, none of these come close in significance to oneôs eternal 

destiny. 

 

It is very difficult to comprehend eternity because we mortals are limited in our perceptions and 

understanding. The eye can receive certain rays of light and the ear can detect a certain range of sound 

waves. However, this does not mean that there is no more to reality than what can be perceived by these 

limited human senses. Even man is able to detect many additional signals such as radio waves, x-rays, 

etc. by means of instruments designed specifically for this purpose. The Word makes it very clear that the 

spiritual is just as real as the physical; and God has made it possible for spiritual things such as eternity 

to be discerned. ñBut as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 

heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them 

unto us by his Spirit for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of Godò (1 Cor. 2:9-10). 

 

Even with the help of the Holy Spirit, manôs perspective is greatly limited in comparison with 

Godôs. ñBut, beloved; be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 

years, and a thousand years as one dayò (2 Pet. 3:8). 

 

The Bible is the greatest source of help in explaining what is truly everlasting or eternal. God is 

described as without beginning or ending. ñBefore the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst 

formed the earth and the world even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art Godò (Ps. 90:2). His Word 

of truth is ñsettled in Heavenò and ñshall not pass awayò (Ps. 119:89; Matt. 24:35), and His Son, ñJesus 

Christ (is) the same yesterday and to day, and for everò (Heb 13:8). 

 

The mercy, love and righteousness of God are without end. ñBut the mercy of the Lord is from 

everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto childrenôs childrenò (Ps. 

103:17). ñThe Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 

therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn theeò (Jer. 31:3). 

 

From the beginning God has always been willing to pour out His love and mercy upon all those 

who seek him sincerely and serve Him faithfully. David shared words of great wisdom with his son 

shortly before his death: ñAnd thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him 

with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the 

imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will 

cast thee off for everò (1 Chron. 28:9). 

 

The purpose of life is to prepare for eternity by obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ 

(1 Thes. 5:9). The opportunity for preparation ends abruptly at death, when our eternal destiny is 

unalterably sealed. It is clear that ñ... where the tree falleth, there it shalt beò (Ecc. 11:3). When 

Abraham was begged by the rich man in Hell to send Lazarus with water to cool his tongue, Abraham 

replied that there was a great gulf between them which could be traversed by no one (Luke 16:24-26). It 

is an inescapable fact that there will be endless joy for the redeemed in Heaven while the lost will suffer 

an everlasting punishment. 

 

The Apostle Paul often spoke longingly of his goal of being with the Lord. He said, ñFor to me 
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to live is Christ, and to die is gainò (Phil. 1:21). Old Testament prophets spoke of the day when ever-

lasting joy would replace the sorrows of this life. ñAnd the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come 

to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 

and sighing shall flee awayò (Is. 35:10). Jesus said, ñRejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your 

reward in Heavenò (Matt. 5:12). The Apostle John wrote, ñAnd this is the promise that he hath promised 

us, even eternal lifeò (1 John 2:25). 

 

Many times in this life it appears that those who serve self and Satan have many successes and 

pleasures. This was also observed by the Psalmist, but he looked beyond life to the eternal outcome. 

ñWhen the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it is that they 

shall be destroyed for everò (Ps. 92:7). Too often we have excessive concern for the physical dangers 

and materialistic uncertainties of this life. Jesus made clear the distinction between those things which 

have consequence only for this life as compared to the eternal. He said, ñAnd fear not them which kill the 

body, but are not able to kill the soul but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in 

hellò (Matt. 10:28). 

 

God provides opportunity for everyone to prepare for eternity. We are called upon to ñlay up ... 

treasures in Heavenò and "fight the good fight of faithò (Matt. 6:20; 1 Tim. 6:12). Eternal life is 

promised to those who ñ.... by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immor-

talityò (Rom. 2:7). All of this must be prefaced by faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ and is ulti-

mately fulfilled by faithfulness to Him until lifeôs end (Eph. 2:8; Heb. 3:14). 

 

A believer must be prepared to die at any moment. When he is prepared to die, he is free to live 

and can joyfully proclaim the words of David of old: ñSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for everò (Ps. 23:6). 
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Humility  of Mind and Matter  

 

Humility stands out as a prime virtue of the men and women of God who throughout history have 

been most useful in His service. True humility consists of a beautiful scriptural balance in oneôs attitude 

about himself. It is far removed from pride or self-exaltation, but likewise it does not imply self-

condemnation. It is perfectly portrayed in the selflessness of our beloved Savior, who did not focus upon 

himself, but sought to fulfill the Fatherôs will and serve others. 

 

Many times in the Word, humility is a result of an individualôs own actions in humbling himself. 

One of these examples involves the prayer of Solomon when he dedicated the house of the Lord in 

Jerusalem (2 Chr. 6). By this time in history Godôs people had seen many of His mighty works, and had 

been recipients of both blessings and wrath. When wrath fell upon them, in every case it became 

necessary for them to humble themselves before God, and it was this alone which moved His heart. God 

acknowledged that he had accepted the Kingôs prayer by a miraculous sign: ñThe fire came down from 

heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the houseò 

(2 Chr. 7:1). The Children of Israel were deeply impressed by this manifestation of Godôs might. With 

faces bowed to the ground, they ñpraised the Lord, saying, for he is good; for his mercy endureth for 

everò (2 Chr. 7:3). 

 

Then in the night, the heavenly Father revealed Himself to the King, and told him his prayer was 

acceptable. God spoke of what would happen if calamity fell upon the land and the people, and He very 

clearly explained what would move His heart. ñIf my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 

themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 

and will forgive their sin, and will heal their landò (2 Chr. 7:14). Once again, man was told that the 

sacrifices acceptable to God are a broken spirit and a contrite heart (Psa. 51:17). 

 

Solomonôs father David also learned, sometimes painfully, the significance of humility. A prime 

example was Davidôs sin in numbering the people of Israel (2 Sam. 24). Against the commandment of 

God and the advice of his own counsellors, the King persisted in counting Israel. In verse 14 he cries, ñI 

am in a great straitò (God gave him three choices of punishment, and David chose three days of 

pestilence, committing himself and his people into the hand of the Almighty. The foolishness of their 

king cost the people seventy thousand men who fell before Godôs wrath. Much later the church at 

Philadelphia was told of the key of David (Rev. 3:7), and perhaps nothing reveals this key more clearly 

than Davidôs reaction in his dire straits. David cried out in the anguish of his soul, ñLo, I have sinned; 

and I have done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, be against 

me and against my fatherôs houseò (2 Sam. 24:17). This humbling of himself moved the heart of God, 

and He accepted this sacrifice. The key of David was humility! 

 

Pharaoh was confronted with Godôs question:  ñHow long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself be-

fore me?ò (Ex. 10:3). The land of Egypt was devastated and its firstborn sons lost because the leader 

could not be humbled. 

 

A multitude of scriptural references give clear testimony to the importance of our voluntarily 

humbling ourselves before God and man. Believers will benefit from reading and carefully pondering 

these examples: Deut. 8:2, 16; Prov. 6:3, Jer. 13:18, Matt. 18:4; 23:12; Jam. 4:10; 1 Pet. 5:6. 

 

Humility finds expression through many avenues in a believerôs life. These include resisting the 

exalting of oneôs personal opinion above the accepted practices of the church and avoiding a lifestyle that 
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knowingly brings distress to a weaker brother or sister. 

 

Humility is extolled in Scripture as a virtue with untold benefits. Proverbs 15:33 explains that 

humility comes before honor. While we should not be seeking honor as such, yet all of us wish to be re-

spected by our fellow men and above all, approved by God (2 Cor. 10:18). The Apostle Paul spoke of 

ñserving the Lord with all humility of mindò (Acts 20:19) and God certainly honored him as one of His 

most useful servants. 

 

The soul of man was created to live forever, but not on this earth. Only by taking advantage of 

the simple plan of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ and His shed blood can we have hope of eternal life. 

And the greatest examples of a life of humility are those recorded of our Saviorôs life on earth. He did not 

exalt himself, even though He was the Son of God. He put on no airs, rather He was gracious, loving and 

gentle. 

 

Every believer should be highly desirous of Godôs grace, the most powerful force on earth. Thus, 

it is of paramount importance that we put ourselves in the proper position to receive this great favor, for 

ñ.... he resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humbleò (Jam. 4:6). We should strive to be ñclothed 

with humilityò (1 Pet. 5:5) in all aspects of mind and manner. Humility is in no sense an indication of 

weakness, indeed true strength is found therein. 

 

So Iôll strive to be more humble, 

Evermore be meek and kind; 

Humbleness shall rule my actions, 

Meekness dwell in heart and mind. 

In my manner and my being 

All my neighbors may be seeing 

That it is Godôs Spiritôs might 

Leading me in truth and right. 

Zionôs Harp #186 

 



   56 

Abiding in the Vine 

 

 

The infinite wisdom of the Almighty is clearly manifested in the Scriptures and is portrayed in 

the examples chosen by the Saviour to reach man-kind with His message. He used simple illustrations 

from everyday living to enable humans to relate to the divine. When He was with farmers, He spoke of 

sowing fields, to the housewives He spoke of baking bread and cleaning houses. To fishermen, His 

message was about catching fish, and to the husbandman the parallel was about tending and pruning 

vines. Through it all, He delivered the timeless message that the relationship between God and man was 

intended to be intimate, personal, and enduring, surviving beyond life on earth, to be continued in the 

presence of God eternally. 

 

The Spirit of God inspired the Psalmist to write, ñBlessed is the man that walketh not in the 

counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his 

delight is in the law of the Lord and in his law doth he meditate day and nightò (Psa. 1:1-2). The 

exemplary life and ministry of Jesus carry out the same theme - remaining close to God, the supreme 

power of the universe. 

 

In his 15th chapter, the Apostle John records the words of our Lord as He spoke using the illus-

tration of a grapevine. Jesus makes it perfectly clear that He is that vine, and faithful believers are the 

fruitful branches. The vine is the main part of the plant, and usually quite long-lived. The branches 

produce large quantities of fruit if tended with care. God is timeless. He spans countless generations, and 

His truth endures forever (Psa. 117:2). As the vine is the source of all nourishment for the plant, feeding 

successive generations of branches that bear the fruit, so is the relationship between God and His 

children. 

 

The plan of God is clear from the first recorded words of the Bible. Man was put on earth in the 

image of God, to dress the earth, care for its creatures, and produce an increase (Gen. 2:15). In the same 

way the generations of man, each in their own time, are intended to bring the fruit of increase to their 

Creator in its season. Everything believers need for fruit bearing is contained in our Lord, the true vine, 

and in what He has done for us (Col. 1:19-20). Nothing has been overlooked or omitted that is necessary 

for that result. 

 

The vine is the source of all spiritual truth and strength. The branches must be carefully pruned 

and shaped so that they can bear much spiritual fruit (John 15:2-3; 7-8). They must also remain firmly 

attached to the vine, their lifeline to nutrients vital for growth. Through the vine, into the branches flows 

the sap, which is the lifeblood of all plants. These nutrients feed the clusters of fruit right up to the time 

of ripening, when they are harvested. At that time the husbandman rejoices over a work well done, 

carefully reflecting on the wonderful plan that made this miraculous process possible. 

 

The plan is simple, yet beyond our full comprehension. We may learn ever so much on earth, yet 

we will not approach knowing the mind of the Almighty (1 Cor. 2:16). Enough understanding is given, 

however, so that we can each fulfill our part in the marvelous work of fruit bearing. It is clear that it can 

be done in one way only, and that is by abiding in the vine. When humans follow the way of the cross 

unto salvation, they then become intimately attached to their Lord, the true vine. Like the branches, they 

cannot bear fruit of themselves; only if they remain connected to the vine will they find the nourishment 

vital to growth and bringing forth fruit to perfection. 
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Our Heavenly Father is the husbandman of the vineyard. However, just as He directed man to 

labor in the natural course of life, He likewise intends for us to labor in His vineyard in the spirit (1 Cor. 

15:58; Col. 1:10; Heb. 6:10). Jesus ordained the establishment of the church, and He prepared the entire 

way so that those who came after Him could fulfill this, even though they were fragile men. Jesus Christ, 

the vine is ñthe same yesterday, and today, and foreverò (Heb. 13:8). One generation of fallible humans 

follows another, each in its time tending the vineyard. The fruit, however, should not vary from one 

season to another. Jesus told us we do not garner grapes from thorns nor figs from thistles (Matt. 7:16). 

The responsibility of all who are intimately bound to the vine is to produce much good fruit. This is what 

God, the great husbandman, expects of His children. 

 

The plan of God for life on earth and also for the eternal salvation of man is complete. Jesus 

kindly exhorted the people of His day, ñAbide in me, and I in youò (John 15:4). The same eternal 

message is relevant today! Times have changed, and the course of history has resulted in a culture which 

is much different from that of Jesusô time. Yet vines still bear grapes in exactly the same way, and al-

though methods in vineyard-keeping are somewhat different, the vine still endures, and the same good 

fruit is borne on the branches. 

 

A tremendous comfort can be derived from the immortal message that Jesus spoke in His parable 

of the vineyard, exhorting all to abide in Him. After nearly twenty centuries the heart of man can leap for 

joy when hearing the eternal truth: ñAs the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you; continue ye in my 

love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Fatherôs 

commandments, and abide in his loveò (John 15:9-10). 
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The Believerôs Relationship with Christ 

 

We are taught in the Word that God is ñrich in mercyò and because of the ñgreat love wherewith 

he loved us,ò He gave His only Son, Christ Jesus to die for us, that we might be made alive in Him (Eph. 

2:4-5). 

 

A beautiful relationship is established with Christ for each individual who comes to Him in true 

saving faith: ñFor by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

not of works lest any man should boastò (Eph. 2:8-9). ñBut as many as received him, to them gave he 

power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name,ò (John 1:12). This genuine 

saving faith leads to repentance and conversion (Matt. 3:8; Acts 3:19) and the individual is ñborn againò 

as explained by Jesus to Nicodemus (John 3:3-8). A blessed condition of righteousness is imputed by 

God to every soul that truly believes in Him (Rom. 3:22; 4:11). However, this cloak of righteousness is 

not endowed upon a sin-filled heart. Rather, by the miracle of conversion, a heart is cleansed: ñTherefore 

if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become 

newò(2 Cor. 5:17). 

 

The relationship between a believer and Christ is compared with that between a branch and a 

vine (John 15:1-11). Christ in His great love seeks this intimate union with every person who comes to 

Him in sincere faith. He wishes to share the unspeakable glory which He derives from His relationship 

with God. In His high priestly prayer, Christ entreated the Father on our behalf. ñAnd the glory which 

thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, 

that they may be perfect in one; and that the world may know that Thou hast sent me, and hast loved 

them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I 

am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation 

of the worldò (John 17:22-24). 

 

Christ also described His relationship with those who would follow Him in faith as that between 

a good shepherd and his sheep. He exemplified the fierce loyalty of a true shepherd, including a 

willingness to lay down His life for His sheep (John 10:15). He made it clear that no man could snatch 

away His sheep as long as they hear His voice and follow Him (John 10:27-28). The Apostle Paul 

reiterated this truth when he wrote, ñneither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God; which is in Christ Jesus our Lordò (Rom. 8:38-39). The only force not 

mentioned was self, and that ability to choose to reject Christ remains within every human being as long 

as he lives. 

 

The relationship between Christ and His body of believers (the church) is compared to that be-

tween a husband and wife (Eph. 5:22-3 2). The church is to be sanctified and cleansed by the Word. The 

believers are ñmembers of his body, of his flesh, and of his bonesò (Eph. 5:26, 30). 

 

All of these examples clearly represent an extremely close and beneficial relationship, through 

which the child of God draws His spiritual lifeblood. When this true fellowship with Christ exists, it is 

also exemplified as a blessed fellowship among the believers in the church, walking together in the light 

(1 John 1:6-7). 

 

The primary purpose of a close relationship with Christ is to enable the believer to bring forth 

abundant fruit, to the glory of God (John 15:2, 5, 8). Oneôs motive for bearing fruit must be love for 
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Christ, not to gain acceptance or earn favors from Him or from fellow human beings. True love for Christ 

is manifested by sacrificial love for the brethren and obedience to the Word. ñAnd this is his 

commandment, that we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he 

gave us commandment. And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in himò (1 John 

3:23-24). Jesus said, ñIf ye love me, keep my commandmentsò (John 14:15). The proof of sincere love for 

Christ in bearing fruit and doing good works is evidenced by an attitude of giving all glory to God for 

every accomplishment. Even the most effective and sacrificial giving of self for others should be viewed 

only as ñreasonable serviceò (Rom. 12:1). 

 

Another important purpose for a very close and abiding relationship with Christ is to avoid being 

drawn away by Satan. Mature sheep huddle close to each other when threatened by a predator. Those 

who are immature and careless often drift away from the flock and are easy prey. A close relationship 

with Christ is manifested by a strong bond of fellowship within the brotherhood (Rom. 12:5, 1 Cor. 

10:17; 1 John 1:7). If the believer sins willfully and continues to condone this abuse of grace, he can 

become blinded and again fall away from Christ (Heb. 10:26-31). This will not occur if the child of God 

remains in the safety of the hand of the Good Shepherd and follows His direction (John 10:28). 

 

Finally, as a result of an abiding relationship in Christ, the believer experiences blessings untold, 

indeed a foretaste of Heaven here on earth (Eph. 2:6). ñAnd the peace of God, which passeth all un-

derstanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesusò (Phil. 4:7). 
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Approaching Marriage in the Lord 

 

ñWhoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favor of the Lordò (Prov. 18:22). The 

gift of true marriage in the Lord can be obtained only by following the precepts of the Word of God. 

Unmarried brothers and sisters in Christ are encouraged to adhere diligently to the longstanding, 

scripturally based practices of the church in this matter. The great benefits of this approach are quite 

evident when compared with the disastrous results of manôs methods. 

 

The first step in this undertaking should be sincere, prayerful soul-searching to be certain that 

oneôs relationship with the Lord is sound, with no hindrances in his spiritual life. ñExamine yourselves, 

whether ye be in the faith, prove your own selvesò (2 Cor. 13:5). Marriage must never be approached 

with the view that it will provide the solution to unresolved personal problems. Likewise, a marriage 

must not be based on self-interest, as this foundation will never stand. 

 

There are many factors which should be thoughtfully and prayerfully weighed, such as maturity, 

readiness to establish an independent family unit, vocation, financial and parental support, etc. Jesus 

spoke in a parable of counting the cost before beginning a major undertaking (Luke 14:28-32), and the 

Apostle Paul wrote, ñif any provide not for his own... (he) is worse than an infidelò (1 Tim. 5:8). 

Although these matters should be given serious consideration, the most important preparatory step is to 

have Christ reigning in a humble heart: ñSeek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness; and all 

these things shall be added unto youò (Matt. 6:33). 

 

One aspect of this need not even be brought to the Lord in prayer because the Word gives an 

explicit answer: marriage of a believer is to be ñonly in the Lordò (1 Cor. 7:39) and not an unequal yoke 

(2 Cor. 6:14-18). The church has been directed of the Holy Spirit to give specific definition to these 

scriptural teachings; namely, marriage of our members may occur only between brothers and sisters 

whose testimonies of conversion have been heard and affirmed by one of our congregations. 

 

It is apparent scripturally that a marriage proposal ordinarily originates with the man. Isaac was 

given counsel by his father Abraham and his proposal of marriage was conveyed by a servant (Gen. 24). 

Rebekah provides a beautiful example of a godly woman who was faithfully serving others in her single 

state until called to be a wife. This is exemplified by her willingness to share a drink of water with 

Abrahamôs servant and her generous offer to draw water for his camels also (Gen. 24:18-20). 

 

Our tradition regarding marriage proposals bears some similarity to the betrothal of Isaac and 

Rebekah. A brother who feels directed of the Spirit to approach the step of marriage seeks the counsel of 

his elder or authorized minister. This very important spiritual conversation includes a confirmation on the 

brotherôs part that he is standing in grace with God and is not harboring sin in his heart which has not 

been dealt with as required by the Scriptures. There should be a mutual feeling of peace that the matter 

has been approached properly and not through infatuation or any other improper motive. The brother is 

reminded that the scriptural teaching of truth being established by ñtwo witnessesò applies, and that only 

if the same revelation is given to the sister can this be established. In the event that this does not occur, it 

should not be a detriment to either the brother or the sister, but rather a refining fire bringing them closer 

to God (1 Pet. 1:7). The evil one should not be allowed to implant an attitude of self-reproach and re-

jection. Mutual effort must always be made to keep this matter in strict confidence and to continue to be 

prayerful for the Lordôs direction. 

 

The proposal is then conveyed by the brotherôs elder to the sister, or to the sisterôs elder if she is 
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from another congregation. A very similar conversation occurs between the sister and her elder as 

described previously. Her spiritual life is reviewed and she is counseled to give the proposal much prayer 

and ample time to discern the Lordôs direction. She too must ñcount the costò and humbly seek the 

guidance of the Lord in this very significant matter. Whatever the outcome, this is to be viewed as an 

experience through which God will provide spiritual benefits to those who are of humble, submissive 

hearts. Once again, strict confidentiality must be observed. 

 

When faith to accept a proposal is revealed to a sister, the answer is relayed through the Lordôs 

servants and subsequently arrangements are made to announce an engagement. These conversations 

provide additional opportunities to share spiritual counsel concerning specific preparation for 

approaching marriage. 

 

Unfortunately far more attention is often given to preparation for a wedding rather than 

preparation for a marriage. Engagement should be a time of initiating edifying communication patterns. It 

is expected that the engaged couple will begin to develop a spiritual relationship in which faith and love 

can grow. However, they should permit no behavior in public or private which would subject them to 

lustful temptations or be offensive to their fellow brethren. 

 

Believers entering marriage must be prepared to sacrifice their own will and submit to one 

another (Eph. 5:21). They must cultivate unselfishness and not expect to establish quickly the same 

standard of living experienced by their parents. Sometimes individuals have not learned how to 

communicate their thoughts openly and honestly without hurting others. Loving counsel with an elder or 

minister can be beneficial. Husbands and wives should diligently observe the beautiful example of the 

love of Christ. Such sacrificial love will always seek the welfare of the other, and Godôs richest blessings 

will surely follow. 
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Evangelism 

 

ñAnd Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his 

brother, casting a net into the sea for they were fishers. And he ñsaith unto them, Follow me, and I will 

make you fishers of menò (Matt. 4:18-19). This vivid instance of the Lord gathering men to help him 

proclaim the message of salvation is an example of evangelism in the early days of Christôs ministry. It 

reflects the willingness of Peter and Andrew to follow Jesus and spread the message of salvation. 

 

Evangelism is listed along with four other spiritual gifts in the church: ñAnd he gave some, 

apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachersò (Eph. 4:11). The 

Apostle Paul exhorted. ñBut watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 

make full proof of thy ministryò (2 Tim. 4:5). The Word also refers to Philip, the evangelist, whom Paul 

visited in Caesarea (Acts 21:8). 

 

The word ñevangelistò is defined as anyone who preaches the gospel, a messenger of good news! 

In another sense, it is someone who is involved in establishing a local church. Indeed, wherever the 

gospel message of salvation is proclaimed and lived in truth and sincerity, it is a form of evangelism. 

 

Today, as in the time of the Apostles, certain individuals are called by the Lord through the 

church to the work of evangelism. In the church at Antioch the Holy Ghost said, ñSeparate me Barnabas 

and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.ò They then ñ... laid their hands on them, (and) they 

sent them awayò (Acts: 13:1-3). In addition, all believers have the responsibility to share humbly with 

others what the Lord has done for them. ñto be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh 

you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fearò (1 Pet. 3:15). 

 

Since the time of Christ, the Word has spread into varying cultures through the efforts of 

evangelism. We today are the beneficiaries of evangelistic efforts expended by our European forebears. 

Our American church, which began in 1847 in upstate New York, is an outgrowth of zealous efforts by 

ministers who helped establish many churches of our faith in America. Since 1847 approximately one 

hundred churches have been founded in this country. A willingness to labor and to preach ñall the 

counsel of Godò (Acts 20:27) allowed early ñevangelistsò to establish a Bible-believing and Bible-

obeying brotherhood in America. 

 

Previously in Europe (beginning in the early 1830ôs) a godly zeal resulted in our forefathers 

participating in efforts whereby God raised up 110 congregations in 35 years. The Holy Spirit prompted 

them to establish a church based on Scriptures alone. Early leaders heralded the verse, ñteaching them to 

observe all things whatsoever I have commanded youò (Matt. 28:20). 

 

The critical test of true evangelism is that the biblical pattern of genuine conversion be 

proclaimed, lest a soul obtain a false hope through a superficial acceptance of Christ or so-called ñeasy 

believism.ò Great danger exists today in various forms of ñevangelismò which fail to give proper 

emphasis to the scriptural basics of repentance, conversion and life-long commitment as a disciple of 

Christ (Luke 9:62, Heb. 6:1-2). 

 

True evangelism sounds the warning of coming judgment and points the way to salvation through 

faith in Christôs redemptive work on Calvaryôs cross (Eph. 2:8). It proclaims sincerely the message of 

repentance, and directs the longing soul into the haven of the church for spiritual nurturing and direction 

in godliness (Eph. 4:12-13). Much counsel is given the seeking soul to assure that he or she gains a 
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strong foothold in Godôs Word and the Christian graces and becomes truly dead to sin (Rom. 6:11). After 

baptism, continued nurturing is provided for the maintenance of faith and vigilance against temptation 

(Heb. 3:13-14). Thus, brotherhood is an important component of a believerôs life, lest he should stray 

from his steadfastness without the exhortation and admonition of the church. 

 

Evangelism has many forms. Preaching from a pulpit is foremost in our churches. The 

establishment of many churches of our faith in America, together with activities in Japan and India, give 

evidence of additional evangelistic efforts. Recent founding of new assemblies such as St. Louis, Atlanta, 

San Diego, Washington, D.C., etc. are reflective of evangelism as are meetings on college campuses. 

 

Bible distribution also constitutes a form of evangelism. Our brethren have accelerated efforts in 

this mode of spreading the Word. Since 1983, more than 100,000 Bibles have been distributed through 

these endeavors. 

 

Sunday School constitutes a significant means of presenting Godôs way to our youth. The intent 

is not to ñevangelizeò young children as such, but to plant seeds of faith that will hopefully sprout when a 

child reaches the age of accountability. 

 

The home is a vital field of evangelism. It is here, both by example and ongoing verbal 

expressions of parents, that the gospel can have its most enduring influence (Prov. 22:6). 

 

A Christ-like example is also an effective means of evangelism. This conveys a strong message 

of virtue and nonconformity to the world, and in many instances might be the only message of holiness to 

those who otherwise have no interest in the Scriptures. ñLet your light so shine before men, that they may 

see your good works, and glorify your Father, which is in heavenò (Matt. 5:16). 

 

Proclaiming the Word of God is among the most important responsibilities of the church. Jesus 

exhorted his disciples: ñThe harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; Pray ye therefore the 

Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvestò (Matt. 9:37-38). 
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Contentment 

 

ñBut godliness with contentment is great gainò (1 Tim. 6:6). The beautiful state of contentment 

is one of the highest goals of every human being. Though many exhortations and instructions are given 

on becoming godly, nowhere in the Bible does it tell specifically how to become more content. 

Contentment is not something individuals can simply produce themselves. Instead, if a soul wants to be 

content, he must exercise himself in godliness, pursuing the scriptural attributes of this great virtue. 

 

First of all we must love the Word of God and make full use of its divine wisdom. ñThe 

testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 

heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyesò (Psa. 19:7-8). Another part of our 

growing in godliness is to practice humility. ñFor I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man 

that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, 

according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faithò (Rom. 12:3). This attribute of godliness 

is essential for inner peace. Satan would cause us to focus on a bit of pride. Further, discontent is often 

characterized by offense taking. Perhaps we have not been fairly dealt with and we feel hurt or 

mistreated. If we are striving for our rights or dwelling on what we deserve, we cannot be content. 

ñGreat peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend themò (Ps. 119:165). 

 

Another important aspect of godliness is to ñlay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 

easily beset us ...ò (Heb. 12:1). We must pray earnestly for grace to acknowledge our errors and remove 

these weights. We need to say humbly to our Lord and to all, ñI have failed, please forgive me and help 

me to do better. I need strength and courage and the grace of God to overcome.ò Likewise, we also need 

to forgive others. If we are harboring a grudge, we can never be content (Jam. 5:9). ñAnd be ye kind one 

to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christôs sake hath forgiven youò (Eph. 

4:32). 

 

We must learn to walk in unity, content in the fellowship wherein God has called us. This blend-

ing of hearts and nurturing of common beliefs is very important. The Apostle Paul writes: ñwalk worthy 

of the vocation wherewith ye are called ... endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peaceò (Eph. 4:1-3). ñFulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one 

accord; of one mindò (Phil. 2:2). If we focus on ourselves, our individual opinions, we do not contribute 

to the unity of the brotherhood. In such selfishness, we become more and more discontented with our lot. 

However, as we direct our prayers and actions toward the needs of the brethren, we become more godly 

and thus more content. 

 

Being godly also requires that we be faithful, consistent and obedient. True faith is manifested by 

obedience to the Word of God. Employers look for consistency of effort and responsibility. We cannot 

rest on last yearôs or even yesterdayôs worthwhile performance. ñTherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 

steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord; forasmuch as ye know that your labor 

is not in vain in the Lordò (1 Cor. 15:58). 

 

We must also be aware of potential distractions to our contentment. Being jealous or covetous 

will definitely work to destroy our godliness. In Luke 12 the rich fool had his soul required of him. In 2 

Timothy 3:2-5 the covetous are listed as people to turn away from. We are not to become distressed by 

looking on others and desiring to possess what they have. One of the surest ways to become discontent is 

to desire something that is not rightfully ours. How many of us are troubled with trying to be what we 

cannot and should not be? ñLet your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such 
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things as ye haveò (Heb. 13:5). 

 

Desire for riches can be a great disadvantage to being content. In the Proverbs many verses re-

mind us of this: ñHe that is greedy of gain troubleth his own houseò (Prov. 15:27). ñBetter is a little with 

righteousness than great revenues without rightò (Prov. 16:8). ñA faithful man shall abound with 

blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocentò (Prov. 28:20). 

 

A desire for immediate gratification can also be a drawback and lead to restlessness. There is a 

splendid analogy in the Word: ñSurely I have behaved and quieted myself as a child that is weaned of his 

mother: my soul is even as a weaned childò (Psa. 131:2). Thus we must learn to be patient, allowing our 

souls to be as weaned, contented children, willing to wait on the Lord for our fulfillment. We must 

remember our peace is not dependent on circumstances. Despite lifeôs pressures, frustrating situations, or 

perplexing decisions, we can be at peace; for we know our Lord is always present and has an 

unconditional love for us. Paul described one of the beautiful results of many of the lessons of his life: 

ñé for I have learned; in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be contentò (Phi. 4:11). 

 

Contentment brings the great gain of peace, joy, happiness and fulfillment. There is inner abun-

dance to be found for the believer in this life and even greater joy to be anticipated in eternity: ñRejoice, 

and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in Heavenò (Matt. 5:12). There is a natural desire in all 

of us to enjoy life. The only way to achieve this in its fullness is to practice all aspects of godliness, 

leading to contentment and great gain on both sides of the grave. Then we can experience true peace and 

even bring pleasure to our beloved Savior. 
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Nonresistance 

 

Strife, conflict, and selfishness are the everyday hallmarks of our time. How do Godôs children 

react to these powerful influences which surround them? How can converted souls who are in the world 

but not of the world (John 17:15), best reflect the image of Christ? Does Christôs light shine brighter 

when the believer takes up earthly weapons of warfare and conflict, even for a so-called just cause? 

 

Many contemporary professing Christians embrace a doctrine which permits bearing arms and 

taking human life in circumstances such as defending a free nation against an evil enemy. This writing 

seeks to present the scriptural basis for our belief that this doctrine is unsound. Christ came to bring 

peace and love to the hearts of mankind through the salvation of lost sinners, not by establishing an 

earthly kingdom or by violently resisting oppressive governments. 

 

Since its inception, the Apostolic Christian Church has practiced refraining from bearing arms 

with the intent to kill another human being. This has stemmed from the belief that the New Testament 

teaches it is wrong to kill or injure oneôs enemy. Perhaps the greatest sin of all lies in the fact that taking 

the life of a human being terminates forever his chances to find salvation. 

 

The Lord Jesus left no doubt about a Christianôs attitude toward an adversary. ñYe have heard 

that it hath been said; Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, love your 

enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate youò 

 

Further, Jesus exhorts,  ñ... I say unto you that ye resist not evil but whosoever shall smite thee on 

thy right cheek, turn to him the other alsoò (Matt. 5:39). John the Baptist told the soldiers, ñDo violence 

to no manò (Luke 3:14). The Lord rebuked a follower for cutting off the ear of the high priestôs servant: 

ñPut up again thy sword into his place, for all they that take the sword shall perish with the swordò 

(Matt. 26:52). 

 

The Apostle Paul writes: ñBless them which persecute yow bless, and curse not. Recompense to 

no man evil for evil. . . If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly 

beloved; avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I 

will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in 

so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his headò (Romans 12:14, 17-21). 

 

ñFor though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare 

are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds;) Casting down imaginations, 

and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God; and bringing into captivity every 

thought to the obedience of Christò (2 Cor. 10:3-5). 

 

Sometimes the texts found in Romans 13:1-2 are used to support taking life in warfare: ñLet 

every soul be subject to the higher powers. For there is no power but of God;  the powers that be are 

ordained of God. Whosoever, therefore, resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God.ò It should be 

noted that this directive is written to Christians about those who govern. The church and the state are 

separate entities. The former is spiritual and is the body of Christ; the latter is a secular entity and exists 

for the physical well-being of the citizens, believer and unbeliever alike. However, the Christianôs 

primary citizenship is in Heaven (Phil. 3:20). He is a pilgrim and stranger on this earth (1 Pet. 2:11). His 

devotion to a higher entity prohibits him from engaging in ungodliness. His rendering to Caesar the 

things that are Caesarôs is not a blind allegiance whereby he is justified in breaking one of Godôs com-
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mandments. If the stateôs edict contradicts Godôs teachings, then as practiced by Peter and other 

Apostles, ñWe ought to obey God rather than menò (Acts 5:29). 

 

It is nothing new for godly men to resist peaceably an impure edict of the state. Daniel and his 

three friends resisted the Kingsô decrees and humbly submitted to the lionsô den and the fiery furnace 

(Dan. 3:16-18; 6:10-17). Peter and John were forbidden to preach or teach in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

but they ñspoke the word of God with boldnessò (Acts 4:18,31). As a result of their actions, the Apostles 

were often cast into prison. In the 16th century the Anabaptist forefathers refused to obey the stateôs 

commandment to baptize their infant children, and many paid with their life for their refusal to follow a 

falsehood. All of these brave forefathers of faith exemplified Christôs peaceful way of nonresistance, 

which resulted in powerful testimonies to the unbelievers. 

 

The state exists to maintain order and to protect its citizens. While God grants it power, its 

principles are usually earthly in nature. The believerôs ultimate allegiance is to the ways of God and the 

Word, not to the state. We must not disobey a commandment of God in order to fulfill an edict or law of 

the state, even in the name of preserving a benevolent government. God is the only sovereign power who 

can grant or withdraw the authority to govern (Rom. 13:1). 

 

Our church should be deeply grateful to God and to our nation for allowing us to serve in a 

noncombatant status, not carrying arms for the purpose of taking human life. In this way, a brother can 

render proper obedience to both entities, the church and the state. Many brethren in years gone by have 

found themselves in the thick of battle, armed only with their medical supplies for use in the saving of 

life (whether friend or foe). They humbly dared to be Daniels and portrayed Christôs message of faith and 

love even in the most trying of circumstances. 
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Consistent Patterns in Prayer 

 

ñWhat a friend we have in Jesus  All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry   Everything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit,   Oh, what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry   Everything to God in prayerò 

 

Prayer represents a direct line, through Christ, from man to God. Even though God knows our 

needs before we pray (Matt. 6:8), His ear is inclined to our pleadings (1 Pet. 3:12). We are taught that the 

ñeffectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth muchò (Jam. 5:16). 

 

Through prayer man can bring his praises and petitions to the throne of a merciful God, and can 

be assured if he prays in faith believing, that God will hear and answer his prayers (Phil. 4:6). As the 

song writer continued, ñIn His arms Heôll take and shield thee, thou wilt find a solace there.ò 

 

Via prayer the believer finds comfort, guidance, relief, and strength for the inner man. In a time 

of great need the Saviour entered a garden, ñAnd being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his 

sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the groundò (Luke 22:44). What a shining 

example of zeal for the believer! 

 

ñDraw nigh to God and He will draw nigh to youò (Jam. 4:8). As the child of God enters his 

closet (or a quiet place), falls on bended knees and bows his head, clasps his hands and humbles his 

heart, he establishes an altar of sincerity and faith. This becomes a beautiful ñgarden of prayer, wherein 

he can thrive and find spiritual strength and direction. Indeed, the Apostle Paul exhorted to ñpray without 

ceasingò (1 Thes. 5:17) and to be ñinstant in prayerò (Rom. 12:12). 

 

Prayer is not only a source of power, but it is a giver of spiritual direction. There is ever-present 

need for the wisdom of God in dealing with the many issues of life, both great and small. Spontaneous 

prayer as well as disciplined patterns of prayer are essential aspects of maintaining viable communication 

with the Heavenly Father. 

 

While a practical formula for consistent prayer may vary from one individual to another, there 

are several general characteristics that will help a sincere soul become more stable and consistent in his 

prayer life: 

1. Separation from the world: A soul must come away from the noise and tumult of the world. 

He must cease from harboring affection for worldly things (Rom. 12:2), realizing that ñthe cares of this 

world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other thingsò can choke the Word, and thence our 

spiritual resolve (Mark 4:19). 

2. Self-surrender: One must humbly throw himself into the hands of God, and rely on His 

promise to hear and answer prayer. Humility will allow grace to fill the heart, and when the believer 

finds he can ñreachò God, his prayer will grow in fervor. 

3. Discipline: A soul should discipline his prayer patterns so he can pray at regular times during 

the day such as when arising in the morning, at meals, before retiring for the day, and at other special, 

convenient times (Psa. 92:1-2). 

4. Waiting on the Lord: Seeking quick answers will inhibit effective prayer. Also, lifeôs hectic 

pace often hinders concentration. It helps to kneel down and close oneôs eyes and ponder awhile Godôs 

presence with no immediate verbal expressions. Often as we struggle to pray, ñ... the Spirit itself maketh 

intercession for usò (Rom. 8:26). As we become calm and settled, away from earthly cares, we can often 



   69 

begin praying with an attitude of repose and patience (Is. 40:31). 

5. Thankfulness: ñ... in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your re-

quests be made known unto Godò (Phil. 4:6). It always helps to begin by thanking God for our many 

blessings. A joyful attitude then graces our hearts, and this allows for more effective praise to God. 

6. Dedication and commitment: We must remember our covenant to be true and faithful. Con-

sistency in prayer is a vital part of our fidelity to God. ñHe which soweth sparingly shall reap also 

sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifullyò (2 Cor. 9:6). This applies to 

prayer also. 

 

While God hears all our prayers and knows the ñthoughts and intents of the heartò (Heb. 4:12), it 

is beneficial, when possible, to pray in a kneeling position. This is symbolic of fallible man bowing in 

submission before an all-powerful Lord and Creator. Solomon knelt at the dedication of the temple (1 

Kings 8:54), Daniel knelt in prayer in his time of distress (Dan. 6:10), and Jesus knelt while praying in 

the Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:41). The Apostle Paul said, ñI bow my knees unto the Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christò (Eph. 3:14). 

 

Perhaps the most important attitude of prayer is to sincerely seek Godôs will to be done, and the 

grace to accept whatever that may be. This requires true humility and trust. In addition, we should focus 

on the needs of others, which are often much greater than our own. This is in accord with the pattern of 

the Lord Jesus, who daily intercedes on our behalf. 

 

A final suggestion in establishing a consistent prayer life is to show confidence toward God and 

to claim His promises. We are to ñ... come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 

and find grace to help in time of needò (Heb. 4:16). We must believe that God is ñé a rewarder of them 

that diligently seek Himò (Heb. 11:6). 
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The Mission of the Church 

 

It is important to keep in mind the purpose or mission of the church as established by the Holy 

Scriptures. We should be able to feel that we are personally involved in fulfilling these responsibilities 

and that our church is faithfully following the patterns intended by the Lord Jesus Christ, who is its 

Head. 

 

The parable of the Good Samaritan illustrates the two-fold mission of the church. The traveler 

who had been robbed and severely wounded was facing death. Only through the compassion and life-

saving measures administered by the Good Samaritan (exemplifying Jesus Christ) was death averted. 

Long-term care and nurturing was then provided by those who constituted the inn, which represents the 

church. Thus, saving of lost sinners and maintenance of the believer are the prime missions of the 

Saviour and the church, which are to function spiritually as one (Eph. 4:15-16). 

 

The Word plainly foretells the consequences of unreconciled sin: ñthe wages of sin is death; but 

the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lordò (Rom. 6:23). The certainty of eternal death 

for all who are not saved is a far worse fate than loss of physical life. The one and only hope for manôs 

wretched state is realized through faith in the shed blood of Christ, freely given for all mankind on 

Calvaryôs Cross. ñBy grace are ye saved, through faith éò (Eph. 2:6). The role of the church includes 

preaching and living the Gospel message, as well as helping the new believer through the crisis stage of 

recovery from the doom of sin. True faith will produce the fruits of repentance; and the humble, upright 

soul will be converted into a ñnew creatureò (2 Cor. 5:17) by the grace of God. The church also is com-

missioned to fulfill the sacred rites of baptism and laying on of hands for the converted soul. 

 

The mission of maintenance of the believer then commences as represented by the inn. The Lord 

promised to supply whatever would be needed for the long-term needs of that wounded traveler. The 

church of its own strength could accomplish nothing, but through its God-given position as the Body of 

Christ (always looking to Him as its Head and source of power) the essential work of the Lord can 

flourish here upon this earth (Col. 1:18). 

 

A basic aspect of maintenance is ñfeeding the flockò (1 Pet. 5:2). Through both teaching and 

preaching the principles of the Scriptures are expounded for the instruction and edification of the 

believers (Eph. 4:11-13). This is to help develop a strong, enduring relationship with Christ, to encourage 

obedience and good works and to assist in overcoming temptation (Heb. 3:13, 10:24-25). 

 

Fellowship within the church is a special blessing to those who are united in the love of Christ. 

ñBut if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 

Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sinò (1 John 1:7). A closely-knit church family provides an 

essential support group for each member of the body. Every brother and sister both gives and receives in 

this very special relationship. The evidence of the extent to which this abounds in our church is 

overwhelming. We can enter the door of any one of our 80 or more churches and feel an immediate 

warmth and familiarity. This represents a genuine ñhousehold of faith,ò the members of which are viable 

parts of a spiritually and personally integrated body. True compassion is manifested overwhelmingly 

when trials such as illness or death occur. Hospitals and funeral homes which serve our church families 

quickly recognize a unique and powerful force which produces an outpouring of support for every 

suffering individual or family. These attributes do not develop by accident, they result from the power of 

the Holy Spirit working within a unified fellowship of Godôs children, and they should be deeply 

cherished. 
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Loving admonition and discipline are also intrinsic to the maintenance of a purified and 

spiritually healthy body of believers. Each of us needs others to love us so much that they will tell us 

when we have erred and will help apply the scriptural remedies needed to remove the stain of sin from 

the brotherhood. Sometimes individuals fall back into a measure of self-centeredness and lose their 

willingness to accept admonition. An unchecked human desire for ñbeing oneôs own personò can lead to 

disaffection with the intensity of the relationship which exists in an all-encompassing spiritual inn. True 

love for God is manifested in willingness to sacrifice self for the brethren: ñHereby perceive we the love 

of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethrenò (1 

John 3:16). This intense godly love will overpower all personal hindrances when hearts are truly 

humbled and are allowed to be filled with His grace. ñHe that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and 

there is none occasion of stumbling in himò (1 John 2:10). 

 

In order for a church to fulfill its missions effectively, its members must have common 

convictions and a shared vision. Brethren must be united in their interpretation of the Word and its 

application in everyday life. There must be a total commitment to Christ and to each other (Matt. 10:38; 

John 17:22-23). The spiritual strength derived from Christ, our Head, through full integration within His 

Body will preserve the essential faith by which we were first rescued from eternal death. We are initially 

saved by faith and we remain saved by continuation of that faith. ñAs ye have therefore received Christ 

Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been 

taught, abounding therein with thanksgivingò (Col. 2:6-7). We must continually thank and praise our 

God for giving His only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and for providing the sacred spiritual inn, 

which is Christôs Body, the church, to nurture and preserve true faith upon the earth. 
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Serving Self or Others 

 

Perhaps the most basic temptation faced by man is that of yielding to self-will rather than to the 

Spirit of God. This had its origin in the downfall of Lucifer, when he became obsessed with himself and 

said: ñI will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God. . . I will be like the most 

Highò (Is. 14:13-15). The Apostle Paul warned that this affliction of manôs spirit would intensify: ñThis 

know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves éò 

(2 Tim. 3:1-2). 

 

We see a complete contrast in the attitude of the Lord Jesus Christ, who ñmade himself of no 

reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant; and was made in the likeness of menò (Phil. 2:7). 

Jesus taught that those who would become His true disciples would have to crucify their own wills, ñIf 

any man will come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross, and follow meò (Matt. 16:24). 

When self is in control, the influence of the Spirit is greatly hindered: ñGod resisteth the proud, but 

giveth grace unto the humbleò (Jam. 4:6). 

 

The craving to elevate self was evident in the fall of Eve. Satan approached her with the enticing 

proposition: ñFor God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof then your eyes shall be opened, and ye 

shalt be as gods, knowing good and evilò (Gen. 3:5). She could not resist this intriguing temptation. 

 

Today in our society there is much evidence of growing reliance upon human strength. The belief 

that man is able to control his destiny and determine truth by his intellectual powers is known as secular 

humanism. Many of the founders of our nation believed that God is sovereign. Many people today 

believe man is supreme, which is perhaps a fulfillment of the warning that people will become ñlovers of 

their own selves.ò Such beliefs result in a distorted value system. For example, vast sums of money are 

spent to protect endangered species of animals, but it is considered acceptable to destroy unborn babies. 

In the current abortion controversy, the very name of the movement called ñpro-choiceò betrays the 

worship of self and the insistence upon the right to have oneôs own way. Humanistic philosophy 

maintains that inconvenience is something humans should not have to endure. Little wonder that we are 

consumed with litigation over numerous aspects of daily life and the family unit is under siege! 

 

An attitude sometimes surfaces in the corporate world that if an employeeôs career is hindered 

because of dedication to meeting family needs, the family should be sacrificed in the name of personal 

fulfillment and achievement. Life-long commitment of spouses to each other and a willingness to 

sacrifice for their children are values which are clearly on the decline. Christianity teaches, ñgive of 

yourself to others,ò but humanism says, ñtake care of number one.ò 

 

Excessive emphasis on self often manifests itself in materialism and greed. The Apostle Paul 

wrote, ñThey that will be rich fall into temptation and a snareò (1 Tim. 6:9). This speaks directly to 

those whose goal is becoming wealthy, an all too common aspiration in our nation. The advertising field 

nurtures this by bombarding us with slogans which appeal to emotions and pride. There is little emphasis 

on the practical value of a particular item or service. Rather the claim is that it will make you feel good 

about yourself, look attractive, bring recognition, wealth, etc. In reality, trying to fulfill these desires with 

material things only leads to a self-indulgence which can never be satisfied. Jesus said, ñLay not up for 

yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and 

stealò (Matt. 6:19). 

 

Sometimes our struggles with self are manifested in subtle habits which are not even recognized 
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as selfish. Being habitually late is an example of this. When we frequently make others wait on us, we are 

subconsciously determining that our time is worth more than that of others. Those with a hasty tongue 

who readily interrupt others may not truly ñesteem others better than themselvesò (Phil. 2:3). When a 

believer succumbs to the temptation of elevating his opinion above the collective judgments of the 

church, and then ignores accepted patterns of godliness, this too is a form of self-exaltation. Reluctant 

service is another example of unwillingness to deny ourselves. We may actually do a favor or carry out a 

good deed, but we let it be known that we have inconvenienced ourselves. If we would first overcome the 

struggle with self in our hearts and fully yield to the Spirit, then we would be able to render cheerful 

service and receive a much greater blessing. 

 

There are abundant blessings promised by God to those who truly put Him first in their lives and 

seek to follow the selfless example of Christ. ñBut seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto youò (Matt. 6:33). God permits us to enjoy the 

fruits of our labors, but we must not set our hearts upon them (Psa. 62:10). ñMine elect shall long enjoy 

the work of their handsò (Is. 65:22). ñSet your affection on things above, not on things on the earthò 

(Col. 3:2). 

 

The greatest joy comes with willing service given for others, motivated by true Christ-like love. 

The Apostle Paul refers appreciatively to an example of humble service rendered to him while suffering 

as a prisoner. He writes, ñThe Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, 

and was not ashamed of my chainò (2 Tim. 1:16). How wonderful to someday be able to hear those 

beautiful words of the Saviour, ñInasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 

ye have done it unto meò (Matt. 25:40). 
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The Fruits of Repentance 

 

Fruit is produced from the inherent substance of a living organism. Therefore fruit is a part of 

that organism, and its qualities demonstrate the nature of the plant which produced it. Carrying this 

theme from the physical into the spiritual, fruit is visible evidence of what rests within the heart of man. 

 

The concept of fruit as a result of Godôs creation comes to light very early in Scripture. After 

forming sea and land, God then said, ñLet the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the 

fruit tree yielding fruit after his kindò (Gen. 1:11). This demonstrated the expectation of the Almighty as 

He formed that which in His divine eyes was ñvery goodò (Gen. 1:31). 

 

Repentance can be defined as a change of mind and spirit which results in sorrow for sin and a 

turning away from it. John the Baptist preached, ñBring forth therefore fruits meet for repentanceò 

(Matt. 3:8). The people were exhorted to repent and bring forth appropriate changes in their lives. The 

Apostle Paul proclaimed the message of salvation through faith in Christ Jesus to mankind, and taught, 

ñthat they should repent and turn to God and do works meet for repentanceò (Acts 26:20). 

Condemnation comes through the works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21), and salvation comes by grace 

through faith (Eph. 2:8). Good works cannot achieve salvation, but they are an inevitable result of true 

faith, a testimony of Godôs work in the heart (Jam. 2:17). ñRepentance from dead works and faith toward 

Godò (Heb. 6:1) are principles of the doctrine of Christ. 

 

In the New Testament the subject of repentance nearly always refers to turning away from sin. 

One outstanding example is the story of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). This young man wasted 

himself and his inheritance, finally reaching a desperate state in which he came to himself and returned in 

deep remorse to his father. This and other Scriptures confirm that there can be no true fulfillment of 

repentance unless there is a turning away from sin (Prov. 28:13; John 8:10-11; 2 Cor. 7:9-11; Jam. 4:8-

10). 

 

However, even more striking than what the Prodigal Son did is the example of the forgiving 

father, who welcomed the son in his repentant state with arms of love and compassion. Repentance 

involves not only what we do, but more importantly what God in His infinite mercy has done for us in 

sending his Son to pay the price for our transgressions so that we might be forgiven. We respond by faith 

and fruit bearing Rom. 6:22). 

 

The act of turning from sin, repenting in earnestness, finding forgiveness and peace with God 

and man need not take a long time. This varies with each individual and involves development of 

sufficient faith to grasp the reality of Godôs forgiveness. God justifies an individual when he sees 

genuine faith in the shed blood of His Son, the Lord Jesus. Conversion is an experience which takes time 

and is manifested by a new heart and lifestyle. ñAnd they that are Christôs have crucified the flesh with 

the affections and lustsò (Gal. 5:24) and ñ.. put on the new man, which after God are created in 

righteousness and true holinessò (Eph. 4:24). The bearing of fruit is a long process. It takes a lifetime of 

self-denial and walking with God to bring forth the finest fruit (Jam. 5:7-8). 

 

Repentance and conversion bring about an entire change in attitude, with fruit of the Spirit be-

coming manifest in the life of the true believer. Our lives should demonstrate, ñlove, joy, peace, long-

suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. ñ(Gal. 5:22-23). Baptism is the symbolic 

burial of the old sinful nature into the death of Christ, and the arising to a newness of life in Christ Jesus 

(Rom. 6:3-6). Fruit bearing begins when a convert turns to the Lord in repentance and begins to be 
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transformed by the renewing of his mind (Rom. 12:2). The fruits become quite apparent if there is a 

genuine conversion. Jesus said that we are known by our fruits (Matt. 12:33). 

 

As a result of his change in attitude and the crucifixion of his fleshly nature, the convert loses 

interest in the things of the flesh which once preoccupied his life. A hymn-writer once wrote, ñ... and the 

things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace.ò The convertôs manner of 

living changes; no longer serving flesh and sin, he associates himself with things of the Spirit. The 

companions with whom he revelled in the world notice his disinterest in those things he formerly enjoyed 

(1 Pet. 4:4). His actions and appearance testify that he has chosen to be separate from the world. 

ñWherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 

thing; and I will receive youò (2 Cor. 6:17). ñI beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 

that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God; which is your reasonable 

serviceò (Rom. 12:1). 

 

Thus our duty is clearly to bring forth the fruits of repentance and then to devote our entire life-

time to fruit bearing. It is most sobering to realize the tremendous price God paid in sending His Son for 

the redemption of the sin debt which we owed and could not pay, and then to perceive His great 

expectations of our enduring fruitfulness (Col. 1:10). 

 

As does the tree, faithfully putting on new leaves each season, bearing fruit with patience, arms 

uplifted toward Godðso may each one of us, rooted in the Word of God, faithfully strive to bear much 

fruit. Even those fruits which come years after oneôs conversion still emanate from that foundation of 

true repentance and faith in Christ, which changed the course of life, and gave us the blessed hope of 

eternal life. 
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Choosing a Career 

 

Although God promised to care and provide for His children (Matt. 6:25-34), He expects us to 

work and earn our living (1 Thes. 4:11; 2 Thes. 3:11-12). Giving sincere thought to career planning has 

thus been an important matter for believers. Today with over 22,000 career options available, 75% of 

which require post-secondary school training, the issue has become even more complex. 

 

While career preparation is generally considered a school-related decision made by young adults, 

it should actually begin at home at an early age. The first step in such planning is the establishment of 

values that are essential in all careers. A recent study in a midwestern state revealed the top reasons for 

being fired from a job: (1) absence, (2) attitude, (3) poor performance, (4) failure to get along with 

others, (5) lack of skills, and (6) no interest. Of these six reasons, only one (lack of skills) is school-

related; the rest are scripturally based, home-taught values. Jesus gave us the example of the proper set of 

work values when He spoke of Himself being a Shepherd rather than an hireling (John 10). A shepherd 

fosters a caring, responsible attitude toward his work rather than the self-centered attitude of an hireling. 

 

As children grow into adolescence, they begin to become more aware of the working world about 

them, of their own interests and abilities, and of the various role models they observe. At this stage, it 

may be helpful to acquaint young people with general career clusters (rather than trying to focus on one 

or two careers among the thousands). One example of career grouping is to classify careers according to 

(1) mechanical, (2) social, (3) artistic, (4) scientific, and (5) clerical skills. In this way, adolescents can 

begin to formulate ideas based on their own interests and abilities. Regardless of how the grouping is 

done, it is important that youth are aware that a wide range of occupations are valuable and important 

provided that they honor God and are performed honestly with a Christ-like attitude. David used both his 

lowly shepherd position and his exalted kingly position to glorify God. 

 

This does not mean that every occupation is becoming to a Christian or in accord with teachings 

of the New Testament. Law enforcement usually requires readiness to use arms to accomplish its goals, 

violating scriptural principles which teach us to love even our enemies (Matt. 5:44), and ñBe not 

overcome of evil,  but overcome evil with goodò (Rom. 12:21). 

 

Another important consideration in job selection is close proximity to one of our churches - 

either an established one, or a developing assembly. The opportunity to maintain proper priorities for 

family and church is of great significance. Some careers demand such a high degree of commitment that 

it is extremely difficult to devote adequate time and energy to those things which have eternal value. 

Jesus taught, ñWhere your treasure is, there will your heart be alsoò (Matt. 6:21). 

 

If a particular career requires higher education, the selection of an institution should take into ac-

count accessibility to the brotherhood. Enrolling near home for at least the first two years can be very 

beneficial. When this is not feasible, every effort should be made to select a school which is near one of 

our churches or where services are held on campus. It cannot be emphasized enough that exposure to 

powerful influences of the world must be offset by the sustaining truths of Godôs Word. The Apostle 

Paul taught, ñCasting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 

of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christò (2 Cor. 10:5). 

 

Values become more important as an adolescent matures into adulthood and the job search 

narrows to a specific career. The decision-making process becomes crucial. The standard steps of (1) 

selecting possibilities, (2) determining job values, (3) exploring possibilities, and (4) developing a plan, 
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are helpful but only truly accomplished if done under the prayerful direction of the Holy Spirit (John 

16:13). The primary motive of the decision-making process should be seeking the will of God. He 

expects His people to be diligent (Prov. 22:29), trustworthy (1 Cor. 4:2), honest (Prov. 11:1), fair (Lev. 

19:35-36), obedient (Eph. 6:5), and respectful (1 Tim. 6:1) workers. Any job selection that would 

compromise these scriptural principles is not God-honoring. Values which the world emphasizes in job 

selection are wages and prestige. We must realize that Godôs rewards and His honor are much more 

valuable than that which the world would offer. In fact, being ñkeepers at homeò (Tit. 2:5) constitutes 

one of lifeôs noblest careers. 

 

Government publications, libraries and related classes can provide helpful information for job se-

lection. Talking to or working with individuals (especially brethren) involved in a specific career can 

provide excellent experience. Established godly values, an understanding of what God expects of us in a 

career, and knowledge about a particular career of interest are of great help. In our rapidly changing 

world, career planning may be a life-long process requiring much thought, prayer, and direction from the 

Holy Spirit for both young people and older adults. 

 

Finally, we must remember that Godôs measure of success does not focus on the rewards of a ca-

reer, but on obedience to His Word and love for one anotherðcharacteristics that may be displayed in a 

wide variety of careers (Josh. 1:8). Whatever our calling in life may be, we should fulfill it ñé heartily, 

as to the Lord, and not unto menò (Col. 3:23), waiting on the Lord for his blessings. 

 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































