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Exhortation

Exhortation within the brotherhood is worthy of sincere attention. The Word instructs believers
t o hdérkeore another daily, while it is called today; lest any of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of
s i (Heb. 3:13). To exhort is to urge someone to pursue a particular course of conduct, to make
improvements in his attitude and walk of life. Apparently if believerdigertheir learning to their own
efforts and interpreteons there is danger of saleception and failure to clearly discern good from evil.
A great responsibility is placed upon each member of the body of believers to take a personal, sincere
interest in the spiritual maintenance and growth of his brethren. It is clearly prophesietMarthéhat
the need for an active and supportive relationsh

more essential as the end of the age approaches.
the manner of some is; butextbgon e anot her : and so much the mor e,
(Heb. 10:25).

The Apostle Paul gave specific instructions to Timothy and Titus as younger church leaders to
exhort and correct, with authority and longsuffering (patience), in the spitieafue doctrine (2 Tim.
4:2, Tit. 2:15). It is a basic scriptural principle that shepherds of a flock (watchmen) are called upon to be
vigilant and to sound the warning regarding the specific dangers of their respective age and culture,
because Satanei st s in devising cunning met hdRet.538.r corr
God cared for His people I|Israel i s ttamed i tnigmeo fo ft hlza
(1 Chron. 12: 32) and He intsheutcttethlspinitoakot ¢ &¢
inspiration of His spirit (John 16:13).

Through the years our ministers and elders have presented the gospel message and scriptural
warnings through the avenue of pr e aytheiodligshnessbthe Apo
preaching to save them t hat phbsgihg) censistof Spiimsplenl,r . 2: 2
extemporaneous proclamation of spiritual truth f
exhortation and cofmo (1tCor. 14:3).

Paul acknowledged that along with his duties of leadership and preaching he also was called
upon to be a teacher (2 Tim. 1:11). This form of exhortation (teaching) often includes review of the
scriptural passages on a feular subject gor to expounding a message directed to meet a specific
need. It is another form by which the Holy Spirit provides instruction through the servants of the Lord
who function as His mouthpiece. Topical Bible presentations, under the authority and diré¢hien o
church, offer helpful instruction in the application of scriptural principles to practical godly living. They
also assist the believer in recognizing false doctrines antalasome worldly attractions.

Each year the elders gather in conferenceyTéearch the Scriptures and prayerfully seek the
guidance of the Holy Spirit to determine what standards should be established, warnings sounded and
exhortations diculated within the church. This is in accord with the scriptural approach begun by the
apostles and elders in Jerusalem (Acts 15). Great effort is made to retain a sound scriptural basis to the
deliberations and condions of these conferences and to share them through various avenues with the
entire brotherhood. The Word indicates that ¢therch benefits when exhortations from the leadership
are inspired by the Spirit and then humbly received by the brotherhood. In Antioch, the believers
Airejoiced for the consolationdo provided by. the | e
The Hebrew believers were told of the great blessing they would receive if those with the rule over them
could watch for their souls (exhort) with joy and not with grief (Heb. 13:17). Submission brings this joy;
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gainsaying brings grief (Tit. 1:9). A gaayer is one who ctradicts or rejects the authority which he is
under.

Recently the elder body felt directed by the Spirit to prepare and distribute a written exhortation
regarding modern movements within Christianity which have the potential of und®gnthe love,
peace and doctrinal unity of our brotherhood. Thi
purpose Ato identify and war n ag aturahand potestidlly ef s a
deceptive t o 1itkeeks torunderscdreettheibiblicad basidfor our doctrine and to help
individual believers understand more thoroughly and defend more effectively the precious truths which
have long been embraced by our forefathers. These truths constitute a pricetage bé tried and
tested spiritual wisdom.

This article also describes the consequences which usually follow when groups of believers
forsake their established patterns of basic beliefs and adopt modern scholarly approaches for discerning
truth. Ultimaely a questioning of the inerrancy of the Bible creeps into these movements, in spite of the
noble objective of mdkg the gospel more appealing to the masses in order to draw them to Christ.
Emphasis on individual liberty results in an unwillingnessubnsit to Godordained church authority.
Carried to the extreme, Jesus is ultimately welcome in individual lives only as a Saviour, not as Lord.
Separation from the world and from false religion is diminished and eventually the church loses its
visible distnction, which is essential for its effiaeeness in reaching lost mankind.

If these various forms of exhortation are given sincere attention, the convictions of the brethren
may become more firmly and unitedly based upon the sacred Word of God. Likewish e enemy 6s e

tobringcom usi on and deception wil/ be thwarted. AAs vy
so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught,
abounding therein with thaskg i vi nge7).( Col . 2: 6
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Spiritual Separation

Today there are vast numbers of churches, religious groupings, parachurch ministries,
denominations, movements and persuasions which consider themselves as Christian. These groups
include aimost every coceivable variety of beliefs, with markedly different degrees of emphasis upon
the Bible. Even among the groups known as evangelical or fundamentalist, who claim the Scriptures as
the foundation for their beliefs, there are innumerable diffees in doctrinal intpretations.

The question arises as to how we should relate to other individuals who profess Christianity.
particularly those who appear to be sincere in their love for the Lord. Although there were no apparent
denominations in Bile times, perhaps it would be of benefit to carefully consider some of the scriptural
teachings regarding the relationship of true believers in Christ to individuals or groups of other spiritual
orientations.

The disciples of Christ had to be rebuked byntbecause of their concerns with personal
ambition and feelings of superiority. Following a discussion in which they had disputed who among them
was the greatest, another issuewasraeind John answered and said Mast
devilsin thy name; and we forbad him, becauseftliioweth not with us. And Jesus said unto him,
Forbid him not for he {lLboke 9:4950% The point wasgckelrmasld that s i s
the disciples did not have a monopoly on the power of tlirit.3pkewise, no group or individual today
has the right to claim the exclusive favor of the Lord. Even Elijah had to be chastised when he despaired
and saidi | even | (1&Kings $9;10).aTte Loré repiedh, Y et | have Issadt me s
in I srael al | t he knees o f(lHKinbsil®e:1B). Tha diseiples bad babed we d
t heir compl ai nt upon the fact t hat these others
response he emphasized that their work should nimtté&dered with and that since they were not against
Him there was benefit to their efforts. However, He did not make any mention of forming an alliance or
interacting with them in any way.

The Apostle John was very strong in his warning to believeerdat the influence of any who
did not abide in the doctrine of Jesus Christ (2 Joid)91t is clear that John sounded this warning to
help prevent deception by teachers of false doctrine. This warning was surely intended to include those
teaching a pwerted gospel or advancing beyond what the gospel says, as well as those who did not
believe in Christ at all. He even went so far as to admonish that the believers should not wish these
misguided teachers well &rb i d t h e m a@dothiastiposeendhaqidbiere partakers of their evil
deeds. In this Scripture we can see a more defensive approach in dealing with individuals with variant
beliefs. This position of separation wasprasized because of the danger of being deceived through
close association Wi those of a different dtrine. It is scriptural to be tolerant of such at a distance, but
it is also scriptural to exert very definite protective measures when the danger of spiritual deception ap
proaches oneds door . | n adonwidayr ranging Hoems of | Cérggtianity ma c y
regardless of quality, it is evident that the doctrinal position of separation has been overlooked or ignored
by many.

Finally, the strongest warning found in the New Testament regarding teachers of a different
dodrine was given by the Apostle Paul to the Galatians, who had initially embraced the gospel of Jesus
Christ through his ministry. Later, others had arisen who taught that in addition to faith in Christ, the
believers must practice certain rituals of the leilw such as aumcision in order to obtain salvation. It
is important to note that the deception presented to these believers was not a markedly different religion,
but a modification of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The reaction of the Apostle wadisttey as he
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wrote, i | mar v el t hat ye are S0 soon removed from hi
another gospel.i ( Gal . 1:5). He then went on to pirlefscri be
any man preach any other gospetua  you t han that ye hav@&alrl®)cei ved,
How many true believers today are resisting altered @dmigloctrines with that kind of vengeance?

Instead, the prevalent trend is to welcome spiritual interaction with other prof€dsiistians, many of

whom have made numerous compromises in interpretation and application of the Scriptures.
Misinterpretation has usually ogrred because of a dependence upon the wisdom of man rather than
staying with the Word and accepting all teagsinf Christ and the Apostles as literal truths.

The three scriptural teachings cited above (given by Christ and the Apostles John and Paul) are
the foundéon for our position regarding spiritual separation from other professing Christians. This is
madeexplicit in our refraining from addressing them as our brothers and sisters, which are family titles.
They denote a close lship. The Word tells us to first do good to those who are ofitheo u s eh ol d of
f ai (Gdl. ®:10). We are alsostructed to dgood to all men and without question we should be kind,
respectful and helpful toward our fellow men of all races and creeds. However, the word household is
another family term. It denotes a stwed, recognizable grouping of closely related people.avée
taughttof wal k by t HRhil 3:X6pieb er uol fe oo @or. I8il1) dnd to participate as a
body in loving discipline of erring members (1 Cor. 5). These functions can occur in accordance with the
scriptural pattern only within an organidevisible church, where believers are truly responsible to Christ
as well as to each other. May God help us, by his grace, to focus on the spiritual edification and
perfecting of this portion of the body of Christ, our beloved church, so that we cantpaedistinct
example to the lost sinners of the world and serve effectively to point them to Christ. We can likewise
look forward with great anticipation to the day when the entire body of Christ will be revealed at His
coming, when true believers of aljes and all iens will be joined to be with Him in Heaven forever.
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Nonconformity to the World

The doctrine of nonconf or miAndbe hdt codfamed to this i n t
world: but be ye transformed by the renegviof your mind, that ye may prove what is that good and
acceptabl e, and (Ram I22) It is alsw ivrittéri) Loofv eGondodt t he worl d
things that are in the worl d. I f any (nbm2iL5.ve t he

The understanding of nonconformity is furthered by considering the scriptural definition of a
believer. He is one who has come out from the world (2 Cor. 6:17). He is termed a pilgrim and stranger
(1 Pet. 2:11) with no cdimuing city here a earth (Heb. 13:14). He recognizes that he f ri endshi p
worl d i s enmdamgs 4:4).i HelrealiZes that the church and the world are two distinct
entities, and that by visible nondommity to the world, he can show that he is one withséhavho
constitute the body of Christ.

Christian nonconformity is based on the fact that God calls His children to a life of holiness and
transfomation to the ways of Christ, who has delivered tiiefnr om t hi s pr(éa. a4t evi |
The believermust avoid being pressed into the pattern of the world and hardened by its deceptive
philosophies. He must be continuously aware that tremendous forces are exerted by Satan, who is the
prince of this world.

Di scernment of God 6 s ppreheihgetrartsformeid,| by thei renewihg gfe n d e n
onebdbs mind. This involves putting off the ol d mai
new man created in righteousness and true holiness (Eph24):2 one would allow himself to again
conform b the world, how could he expect to discern accurately the perfect will of God?

There are two related aspects of nonconformityaird and outward. Inward nonconformity to
the world is centered within the thoughts and intents of the heart. It considtgunfes, basic values and
a gener al outl ook on |ife. Some examples ar e: | ov
submission to one another over individualism; defining success in terms of a life of godliness and
contentment instead ofealth, status, and the praise of men. Outward ndoowity to the world is
visible, and it gives a message which distinguishes the true believer from therenednlt consists of
all aspects of lifestyle including outward adornment of the body. Tilié of God is to be a vessel of
honor (2 Tim. 2:21), whose body is a temple of the living God (1 Cor. 3:16).

There is misunderstanding about the scriptural teachingpa n | ooketh on t he
appearance, but t he (I 8Bamd16:ll)YoJesksectadmnenl the hypoerisylofettaer t o
Pharisees whowefeb eaut i f ul out wa.ral Ib uu n oMMateh2i3rae). drelaid| we o f
must take seriously the warning that the outward things can be a false pretense, which is despised by God
who sees diredy into the heart of man. However, these teachings are sometimes misconstrued to justify
the conclusion that the outward appearance is unimportant as long as the heart is right. Conversion, based
on true faith, beginermsostattitudes and beliefs. Reghaps thé mostsigndicant i n
initial changes are truthfulness, humility and submissiveness. If theison is genuine, there will be
profound, vVvisible changes inltisaundeniablscpptucaltsiththedt o ne 06 <
there must be camstency between what is in the heart and what is manifested visibly, and both are for
thegloryof Godi For ye are bought with a price, therefore
whi ch ar(eCaGo28)6 s 0

There are several basic principles of nonconformity in outward appearance which are taught in
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the Holy Scriptures: distinction between male and female, nydeshastity and humility or simplicity.

In Old Testament times God considered itaédomiation when a person dressed in that which
pertained to the opposite sex (Deut. 22:5). The New Testament teaches that for a man to be effeminate
(unmanly) is sih u | (1 Cor. 6:9). No doubt the opposmite is
of creati on i sthdheadbfevedy manadsrCarit; and thie dhead of every woman is the
ma n .(1 Cow 11:3). Thus a Christian man should appear as a man with clothing that equates with his
masculine gender. It is alsonatural and shaeful for him to have long hair (1 Cor. 11:14). Likewise, a
Christian woman should appear as a woman with apparel that reflects the feminine gender. God has also
ordained that long hair is given to her as part of her feminine glory (1 Cor. 11:15).

The NewTestament also provides instructiongasding proper manifestation of modesty and
simplicity in outward appearance. These virtues are nemekfied in fashionable hair arrangements,
j ewel ry, costly array or 0 pnodrtoitha gaturalrbeadty whibhaGod i s ,
has given (1 Tim. 2:9, 1 Pet. 3:3). Rather it ifiane e k and aqvhidh éstdesailped asi an 0
incorruptible, priceless ornament in the sight of God (1 Pet. 3:4).

Special emphasis on scriptural principles of naefmonity is especially needful today. A
generation ago, and before, societyb6s standards
feminine and more in &ord with scriptural ideals of modesty, humility and restraint. Today, few of
these basistandards remain. Rather, there is a spirit of liberality and individualism which is flaunted as
immodesty, sensuality, glamour, and a blurring of the distinctions between male and female.

Believers should not lower their standards of dress by confortoitige unbiblical trends of the
times. They should not allow themselves to be drawn into the lure of worldly entertainments or indulgent
living. If they do, they are conforming themselves to the world.

Nonconformity is biblical. The outward and visible mifastation of this doctrine might be the

only message of spirituality some unbelievers will ever witness. Thus, practical holiness must be upheld
for the glorious cause of Christ.
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The Authority of Gododés Word

In these times of rapid changad instability, it is a great comfort to find the anchor of authority
provided by the Word of God. Truly this eternal |
find peace of mind. A humble exercise of and response to godly authority isisdeernhe household
of faith.

The psalmist wrotefi Thy wor d i s dinning:eandfeveoynonetohthy ripheeous
judgments eur et h (Psaimes 119:468). FurtheAM The ri ghteousness of t |
ever |l astltislgydhe Indrdiptible Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever, that it is
possible for man to be born again (1 Peter 1:23).

All power and authority is from Godfi Whosei domis an everDaneglti ng d
4:34). The Apostle Paul reiteratégdF o rr et hies no p o \WRem. 11y The bofd J&Sus daid
toPilateA Thou coul dest haxeepd paowevrer &t g@dokre®llt hee fr o

The Apostle Paul wrotei Al | scr i pt uspiation ef Godj an@ is prdiitableoif n
doctrine, for reproof, for c o r(2 ent B:16% Mhe Sdripture i nstr
teaches its own authority (John 10:33). The Bible is inerrant and infallible (Psalms 19:7). The Word
also teaches that God is not a man and camn@um. 23:19, Tit. 1:2).

The everlasting and divine afslprecthefbepidorsi n\o
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word@asd 6 ( John 1: 1) . The Word~o:
reinforced in three of the gospefiHeaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
a wa (Matt. 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33).

As pilgrim believers we are compelled to submi
Obdlience remains as the cardinal principle of syédigrowth. The Lordsaidi | f a man | ove me
keep my words: and my father wild.l l ove him, and w

(John 14:23).

The Apostle John underscores adherence to the WioRlu t whoso keepeth his
verily is the | ove of God per fleJehh 25. The Amostle Jamesk n o w
wrote,Ai But be ye doers of the word, andlamesi22hTer er s
Lord Jesus also saifi,Y e a , rat hdrh,eybltehsase ch eaarre t h e (Lukel11:88). o f God

We are not to exempt ourselves from Godds Wor c
social and pesonal habits must bow to eternal truths. Also, obedience to Scriptures should not be
qualified by cultural diferences between Bible times and modern times. This qualification could
someti mes make portions of Godébés Word appear to
broken and crucified with Christ, so He can give us the pdgwe&onform and adjust our lives to His
unchanging Word. The ongoing subjection of our flesh daily provides visible evidence of our conversion.

The Pharisees erred in adding to Goddéds Word at
commandments. Tei s houl d not in any way be confused witdt
Testament standards of holiness as defined by godly leadecsinyo6 s c hur c h.

The Lord admonished the men of His time, who through their human wisdom and fleshly
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tradition, ®t aside the commandments of GddHo wb e i t i n vain do they wor
doctrines the commande nt s  dMark ih'€).nThey honored God with their lips but their heart was

far from Him. The Jewish religious leaders of that day had added vatusicop | exi ti es t o God
AMaking the word of(Ma®q:d3), théy handled ehe W drd c Gdd .deceitfully.

Today, we must take heed not to make the same mistake; nor should we pick and choose and follow only
what is appealinganddos not i nterfere with our f | esdithy prefe
counsel (Aot$ 20:&80.fdKnowi ng this first, that no prophec
interpretat i o(2 Bet. 1:20). Rather, we should interpret the Word &®dy of believers, having the

same mind and the same judgment (1 Cor. 1:10). A deep sense of oneness and unity will then prevail.

Are all the New Testament Scriptures to beaslied, or do we stop with the gospels? Scriptures
themselves give us an abus answer. We are to observe not only the words of Jesus, but the entire New
Testament. The writings of the Apost| eghethiagge di vi
that | write unto you ar(eCot M87)c &hmvahendaeireceivtedtheof t he
word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the Word of
Go d(b Thess. 2:13). This presents clear evidence that the Apostles claimed the absolute authority of
God in thei writing and teaching.

How we respond to this absolute authority is not a casual matter. The Word of God is not divided
into Aessenesacenstoi alng. G ntibrs land highestandards of gaelly livingrfoeira
inthe gospelsandintfepost |l esd writings should be humbly emb

The authority offscGoidpdtsu ril@ant ddr21i)t #risuthrobet Christ Jesus,
our Saviour , who is far above alll principality a
authority is most graciously and lovingly expressed.

Thy Word, O Lord forever is
The mirror where we see
Our faults and duties as they are,
Our likeness unto Thee.
Zionbs Harp #142
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Gododés Order for the Believing Fami

If we build upon the scriptural pattern of life, our homes will be able to stand against the severe
pressures directed against the family today. God has established an order from the bdgiBning, |
would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; antetge of the woman is the man; and
t he head of (1Cor 11:8)t Whensthis@wetr ¢s not followed, trouble is inevitable. Adam
and Eve both committed the sin of di sobedi ence
taking upon herstlthe responsibility for making a monumental decision without even consulting her
husband.

God has provided examples and instruction in His Word for order and leadership in the family,
the church and the nations. He expressed confidence in Abrahamtesathef his household. F o r |
know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of
the Lord, to do j(Ges.tl8:10)eAbraham was in dogtroleofhis household. In other
words he assumetie resposibility which God has assigned to a husband and father. There has been a
long history of failure on the part of many men to assume this responsibility asidteatly take the
initiative to give proper spiritual guidance and nurturing tartfemilies. We live in a time in which the
traditional family is becoming a small minority among the many types of living arrangements. We need
to be on guard so that our beloved familyclkgs will not fall prey to the powerful forces which have
destroyd so many homes in our society.

The first and most important requisites for family stability are faithfulness of a husband and wife
to the Lord and reliance upon His sacred Word for direction in their lives. If we are not submissive to the
authority whid is over us, we will not be successful in establishing godly order in our homes. Our own
attitudes and examples have a profound effect upon our children. Therefore we help them the most when
we obey the Scriptures and remain submissive to those whoeraig in the church (Heb. 13:17), in
the work place (Eph. 6:8), in the various levels of government (Rom. 13}land, above all, in our

y

b

relationship to God (Heb. 12:9). One very visible

wearing ofa headcovering by a believing woman. God has given this ordinance gie lsinbeautiful
expression of the uniqueness of each member of His creation. It is seen by Him as sughrizmtim
symbol that it is a mar k ad(hedhushdnd) when thiois neglebtedr(le t
Cor. 11:5). The husband who has assumed his retgplity for control of his household (like Abraham)

will see that the spiritual order is followed.

Parents are charged by the Word to give diligefarefo teaching their children the ways of the
Lord. Specific instructions to parents include the following terms: nurture, admonish, exhort, comfort,
and charge (Eph. 6:4, 1 Thes. 2:11). An analogy can be made with caring for a tree. To prune or trim
(admonish, bharge) is just as necessary as to provide fertilizer (nurturfocdnToo much or too little
of either could Kill the tree. The father is given a special warning not to provoke a child to wrath (Eph.
4:6). This may result from unrsanable demands, bii can also be a consequence of failing to commend

or encourage. There is a delicate balance to be maintained in setting high standards for a child to achieve

and stildl providing unconditional assur aonale of
conflicts and disorders which individuals sdimees experience can be attributed, at least in part, to a
lack of encouragement and support from an excessively demanding parent.

A couple of generations ago most of our families were in a rural settihgvere less subject to

the ifluences of a worldly, materialistic, and sedntered way of life. Today, we are surrounded by
much greater pressures to conform to the world or be molded into its patterns of thinking. The pressures
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come from direct iteraction with unbelievers as well as from the media. It is commonly known today

that television is the avenue through which the minds of the people of our society are most heavily
influenced. A recent study found that the average U.S. household spe#@shéilirs each week

watching television. The portrayal of family structure via this medium is, for the most part, a gross

di stortion. Parents are depicted as old fashioned
who are seldom home or spiess individuals who can be easily swayed by their teenage children.
Divorce and ungodly relati@hips are accepted as routine. If children are exposed to a diet of this type of
influence, their respect for parental authority and instruction will be gtlyderoded. It is a scriptural

truth that keeping company with evilfil uences wi | | |l ead to fidBe enobDr at
deceived, evil communications corrupt good manr (% Gor. 15:33). We have been exhorted to avoid

this fAwindoWwdbéoandetw keep our homes as the one p
as possible.

Another great challenge to the family today consists of excessive demands which are allowed to
be placed upon our time and energy. We have a few years durioly thie nurturing and exhorting of
our children is to be concentrated. These are usually the same years when the greatest efforts are being
expended to become established in oneds occupatio
which is al® an important scriptural responsibility (1 Tim. 5:8). Only by the grace and wisdom of God
can a believing husband and wife find contentment with moderate living standards in the competitive,
materialistic society in which we find ourselves. The Word says,or wher e your treasurl
your hear(tMahtet . al6s: 020l ) . May we always see the ful
believing family as one of our greatest treasures here on earth.
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True Brotherhood

True brotlerhood implies a closeness, warmth, and unity that go far beyond what the flesh is
capable of achieving. Doctrinal unity within a body of believers is a special favor from God, and can only
be fulfilled among those who have begrc r uc i f i e d(Gak2:2Ohandwho sulsséqaently walk
asinew cr iaim@rCersbd?).

Christian brotherhood, which finds root in S¢upes, consists of a special and divine bond
between brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus. To bind igaogarin a pattern thaives strength, to
connect, hold together, or solidify. This powerful bond exists between those whose affection is in heaven
(Col. 3:222) whose | ives are hidden with Chri st in Go
grace, to a life of selflesdevd i o n and obedi ence t o Godobs wor d.
voluntarily uniting in true brotherhood is to pursue a lifelong, patient struggle to serve the Lord faithfully
and overcome sinand evi. For ye have need of p a the velinot @od yet h a't a
mi ght r ecei (Heb. 10136). Therfufiimerst ef that promise is eternal life with Christ along
withallwhoil ove hi s(aim.p8ari ngo

The structure of the household of faith is likened to a physical body. Thelé&Raul wrote,
AKnow ye not that your bo@GCoe&1l5aAlsefi Soh ewemebnebienrgs noafn
one body in Christ, and e VRomyl2:5).rtdas cleee thdt edividualo n e o f
believers should not live their livesst o0 t hemsel ves, but they are to b
body. Thus, their lives must coordinate with other members of this holy body, which makes up the visible
church.

The Lord Jesus said, | am the vine, (Jpln 1%5)fieA the branchbcanaat ¢ h e s 0
bear fruit of itself except it abide in the vine; no more can yegpye abide in m@ohn 15:4). This is a
vivid example of spiritual uliavers gre als®isne mbebser s nef ¢
anot (Rem. 2:5). Chist and the church are inseparable. The churchidthd | | ar and gr oun
t r u( hir. 3:15).

Brotherhood implies a family relationship. God is the Father, Christ is the Chief Shepherd (1 Pet.
5:4) and Godds <chil dr enth andiig obh it B e ws (Ramm &1V i st er s
Earthly shepherds (elders) are given responsibility by the Holy Spirit to oversee and feed the flock of
God (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2). Scriptural authority is given to take souls into the church, and when
necesary to apply loving discipline to those who fall into sin, Christ instructed the disciples,
Afwhat soever ye shal/l bind on earth shalll be boun
shall be | o o(Matd18:18n Likevesa,vire hhebrews3:7 and 17, obedience to church
authority is established as a responsibility of all believers. Spiritual guidance is welcomed by those with
a Christlike submissive attitude.

The brotherhood of Christ is describedfaa c hosen gener adod, annhply a r oy
nation, a p €lcPetl 2i9p It is p midlege, @Da believer in Christ, to be part of this high
calling. Those who engage in the pursuit of heaven surely do so with the éxpettat they will
encounter struggle and sufferiafpng the narrow way. Satan is trying desperately to divert the believer
toward destruction. Consequently, the brotherhood must also be united in purpaséndiéd and
remainiper fectl y j(bCon &:0) ih arderetd maintaid an effectidefense against the
enemy. Théi s hi e | d (Ephf 6:16)arttays @ striking example of an impenetrable line of defense.

The Roman soldiers would advance in a straight line, each with his shield held up before him and in
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close contact with the shield$ his counterparts on either side. If one soldier lowered his shield, he not
only exposed himself, but he broke the line of defense and endangered others. The same principle applies
to the spiritual defense of the brotherhood.

The perpetuation of true @htian brotherhood maiires humility, submission, obedience, and a
| oving concern on the part of each believer for
promised to the hubte (James 4:6). The resultant peace and love draw the flock ¢bgsther and
bring glory to God. When a flock of sheep are being stalked by wolves or other predators, those which
are aware of the danger press close to others and seek the security of the center of the flock. The careless
and immature animals drift awépm the safety of the group and become easy prey to the enemy.

To live wvictoriously, Goddés people must be f ¢
lifestyle. Spiritual dangers abound on every side. In this intense battle against unrightedberiess
of the brethren must be so pure, and esteem for each other so ferventettateimutual exhortation
will be practiced diligently as intended by God (Heb. 3:13). Brethrenwiibeb | e al so t o admo
an ot lRom.ol5:14), which meanthey love each other so much they will meet this scriptural
responsibility of gently correcting each other. Brethren who havéittea me car e onle f or &
Cor. 12:25), will give and receive encouragement and warning as motivated by the Holy Bejritvill
al so avoid putting a stumbling block or an occasi
that i f they wound their weaker brotherdés consci e

Finally, true brotherhood cannot dismiss tlexesity of applying a kind and loving discipline
when brethren stray or fall into grievous sin (1 Cor. 5). This noble form of love is carried out in the name
of Christ, in accord with Godds word. Thdehegoal s
preservationof@d gl ori ous church, not having spot, or wrin
b1 e m{Ephh5027).

This is the wish from all my heart

For you my loving comrades;

In our alliance may the Lord

Be felt in blessed nearres

The power of His cross and blood

Unites us in true brotherhood.
Zionb#1H8rpAiHeartds Wisho
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Keeping the Same Judgments

fiNeverthel ess, whereto we have already attaine
same {(Phhgo 3:16). i Ful f-mindéd, having theysanje toye, beinglofaoohe y e b e
accord, of one mindo (Phil. 2:2).

The Christian ideal of believers maintaining a healthy sense oirlikdedness finds clear
expression in | Cor. 1:1@ N o w sdech lyoal, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment . 0

A judgment is defined as anopinionr posi ti on. I f a body of bel i e
together, 0 there must b e acenteneckapirionsl and BlenceHedrt® and  t o
minds together into a unified core of biblicabgsed positions on the significant aspectife.

To meet this ideal requires a breaking of the strong wills of individuals. Paulfvidte not wi s e
in your own c o fRone LZ:16). Thi® gan anly e acdomplished through conversion
foll owed by a I|ifel ombhanggailybcessci bif e d(Ga:2Oh e€ler dst wi

Godbébs people today face a dilemma unique to
biblical principle of likemindedness. Rather, it aggressively fosters the themes of diversity and
individualism.A Thi nk for yourself, o fADo your own thing, o
represent popular viewpoints which are not only appealing to human nature, but are actually given wide
respect in our society. As converts come out from their former lifiecater into the household of faith,
great care must be taken that their hearts are thoroughly cleansed of this destructive individualism.
Believers also must continually resist the development otsalfered opinions.

Christlike love among believerssdaws t hem i nto cl ose relationshi
are described in the Word agicb o chydd me mb er s 0 n €Eplo 4:25)a Theytare tharaughly
integrated in mind and spirit. All parts are to cooperate and pull in the same directtbe fgorious
cause of Christ. In graceful harmony they display an effective coordination that dispelnsetedness
and division. This holy body of Christ, the church, istofbp er f ect gt h(bCoa &:H0), t o
Afitly(Ephr222fdeadddbc o mpacted by t hat w(Ephcde)levery | oi nt

As Godds chil dr en s menis\aeenttalcandkategapt questien assesnCGan j u d ¢
al | of the brethren agree in all of l i faks judg
hundreds of paonal, everyday judgments, many of which are unrelated to other brothers and sisters in
the Lord. Yet, the brethren should agree on doctrinal matters and on clearly defined standards which are
taught by the church and are based upoafohinterpretation of the scriptures under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. These standards consist of specific applications of biblical principles to various aspects of
life. They provide defirions for important concepts such as worldliness, nonconifipr spiritual
separation, pride, humility, sanctification, nonresistance, brotherhood, unity of spirit, and many others.

I f abstract concepts ar e l eft without any L
interpretation of them gravitates toward ividualism. Each believer responds only as he personally
understands them based on his own experiences. Spiritual truth then becomes relative, and the church
becomes divided and defenseless against SthAt ands
should be defined and remain absolute.
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In matters of doctrine and church practice there must be clearly defined judgments which are
taught consistently in the home, Sunday School and church assembly and faithfully obeyed. These truths
are sometimesfeer r ed t o as 0t heeshoaldeamestly cohtend &r tre Xalthovhithe d , i
was once delivered unto the sairfis( J ude 3) . In this context fAthe fa
based truths which must be adhered to by a body of &lievbrs. It is evident that when Paul was
preaching the gospel at Philippi he also taught customs, which are patteptiedtians of scriptural
truths to specific aspects of everyday life. These teachings required marked changes in living by his
followers (Acts 16:121).

If each believer interprets the Scriptures according to his own preference, a condition develops
which is litle different from the time wheievery man di d t hat whi ch was
(Judges 21:25). The result was notgjoof or Godds peopl e.

Church judgments are not rigid or suppressive
affection and concern for the welfare of the brethren. Believers should be thankful for and not resent
spiritual instruction, because the intés to offer insights and guidance that will help on the upward road
to Zion.

A great opportunity exists today for the church to present a beautiful, consistent example to an
unregeneaate world that is sinking lower and lower into the depths of sekiss and depravity. To do
this will require Christike humility and brotherly love, with each preferring the other above himself
(Rom. 12:10). In préaecal terms, this also requires submission to the kiralyninistered judgments
advocated by the church

Unity and likemindedness create a deep and Hehstnse of solidarity in the household of
faith. They enhance strong supportive relationships among believers allowing them to be more able,
when necessary, to strengthen, encourage and admonish athera®n the other hand, variance and
independence can stir up a sense of alienation and cause relationships between brethren to become
lukewarm, making it almost impossible for them to admonish each other in the true spirit of love and
meekness.

Maywewh ol eheartedly obleggt thaechScedtpgameat hdr. .bet
(Phil. 2.3, Submi tting yoursel ves o(kggh 52hji @me®y htememnt h dte
the rule over you dHeb 13ld)bamd tbe pedectly goiedd vogesher in.the 0
same mind and i n(l€Con&l0kame judgment o
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Spiritual Growth

Achieving true spiritual growth is a nobl e mc
believerstodi gr ow ianndgriancet he knowl edge of o2PReterl3d8.d and
They are also dhortedtofi go on unt (Hebp&el).f ect i ono

Spiritual growth is a simple, uncomplicated concépD r a w rGbdgahd he will draw nigh
toy o yJames 4:8). He does one draw nigh to God? There is an@ddormula that never fails and is
as applicable for todayds modlg engagdim gimeese amddervént wa s
prayer, consistent serious reading of the Word, heartfelt particigatitye church (worship, fellowship,
singing, and other &igities) and be zealous in good works. Growth and discernment are further
enhanced by nonconformity to the worectdil Rom. t hat 0
12:1-2).

God does noteveal himself to the wise and prudent. Rather, he reveals himself to those who are
humbl e of heart (Matt. 11: 25) . Withexcelfepcy & speeeh oP a u | s
of wi andthanke was determined onlytokm®w h r i st ,c r airc d(X Gbie A11R).

Desire for growth must be motivated by love for Christ and the brethren (1 John 3:16). Charity is

supreme. The Apostle Paul wroieAnd t hough | have the gift of prop
and all knowledge; and tlugh | have all faith, so that | could remove mountains, and have not charity, |
am n o t(hGom BR). Further, the believer is taughbvealltoA put on charity, whi c

of perfech e s(Gob 3:14).

As oneturnstothe Lordinrepentacd d b ecomes converted, t he war
Spiritprov i des a deep, Afirst |l ovedo relationship with
this spiritual wellbeing can fade as the lures and cares of the world become moremredotio help
prevent this possibility, the Apostle Paul exhorted believers to ditéiru | |anddidheae&@ e t heir se
exercised to di s ctleraough ude oftthe strgng meht oftime dVord (Hebl -HaD)3

Spiritual growth aims for severahbic objectives. First, spiritual growth will give the believer
wisdom to recognize evil influences and strength to resist diverse temptations. Spiritual growth and
maturity will result in a life of obedience that is pleasing to God. In addition, as ospeps in true
spiritual growth, his life will more profoundly reflect the light of Christ, and he will be a better example
to unbelievers, and a greateccenragement to fellow believers.

Spiritual growth should not be considered an end in itself, dthier a means to an end: being
fruitful and overcoming temptation until | i febs e
may be a detmient (1 Cor. 8:1). Only as knowledge is applied in edayyChristian living does it
constitute growth. fis provides visible evidence of genuine service for Christ, who galll,y t hei r f r u
ye shal |l (Matt.o/\®0).t he mo

If the Bible knowledge a believer gains does not change his life by making him more humble,
more obedient, and more sanctified, tes imerely looked into a mirror and walked away, apparently
having forgotten what he saw (James 1222

Familiarity with the Word should not lead to ogenfidenceiL et hi m t hat thinket
take heed (liCerslo:12JfieMi fnal mimings, bui cgndescend to men of low estate. Be not
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wi se in youirRomdhl6)conceitso

The pursuit of spiritual growth and godly insight should not result in a highly individualistic
interpretaion of Scriptures. Increased spiritual understantiypgach member should coordinate with the
functioning of the entire body of Christ. The churchiii$ i t | y a h d atanéhkiogroweth unto an
holy templ gEph. 2:21). Betievetsama@bd ai | ded t o g eatioh & Godthmough an h al
the Sp r (Ephd 2:22). True spitiial growth enhances the fulfillment of the scriptural role of the church
here on earth, bringing glory to God.

Some of the specific and very noticeable results of true spiritual growth are: humility, peace,
contentment, andbedience. These attributes often develop mdstiefely as a result of enrollment in
the school of eperience.

Humi l ity requires devel opment of a proper con
exalting or degradingof sef. By h u ndi Itihtey faenar of the Lor dPrawr e r i ct
224).AiHumbl e yourselves in the si gh(@ames:10). RHwmility or d, 1
allows us to gain wisdom (Prov. 11:2) and receive grace (1 Peter 5:5).

Paul implied that thnagh many experiences he grew in contentmént.or | have | ear
what soever state | a(Phjl. 411 and.digiotdh i n@ sbe wc oht eotnd er

g ai (b dim. 6:6). As believers walk each day in truth and light, realizing 8ieg are forgiven and
they are at peace with God and man, they have great reason to rejoice and be glad. Contentment is a vital
component of growth.

Obedience is another crucial aspect of growth. True Christian maturity cannot exclude obedience
to God, 6 Hi s Word, and to Ch buti$thau svilt entediytq lifet kkep the h ur c h
command (vath 19sl)iLet us hear the conclusion of the w
commandment s: for thi(&ccil2l3)Thus thesd tawd Seriptirastingicate thatma n o
one should abide by the stirds of the Word if he claims to be growing in grace and in the knowledge
of God. Moreover, a child of God has an obligation to reflect obedience by submitting to the guidance of
thosewho are over him in the Lord (Heb. 13:7,17). Believers must also submit to one another in the fear
of God (Eph. 5:21).

May our sincere desire for spiritual growth befito . . . come in the wunity o

knowledge of the Son of God, unto af@et man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Chr i(Eph. 8:13).
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A True Disciple of Christ

When Nicodemus came inquiring of Jesus, he acknowledged that Jesus was a great teacher. He
was drawn to Him and wanted tala more about becoming His follower. A disciple is one who learns
and follows the teachings of his master. The word disciple is closely related to the word discipline, which
involves structured training and correction. Jesus had an inner circle of thetygles who were also
called apostles. They fepok their old lives and followed Him wherever He went, learning from Him and

assisting Him in His earthly ministi And he said to them al4 | f any n
deny himself and take upis cross ddi y , and {foukew9mes) . The discipl
forsake all il lustrates t he -dhatloffglevngthenSartofi®od. of | i
Putinto actionitmeansseifur r ender and t hiatotbefséndce of Bhgist,.of onebs | i

The initial requirement for becoming a true disciple of Christ is genuine, saving faith in His
sacrificial death on Calvaryés Cross. Such faith
to repent for his sins, makestitution and depart from iniquity. Baptism and laying on of hands complete
these principles of the dvne of Christ (Heb. 6:R).

A true disciple imitates his masterébés exampl e
must be wholeheartesilu b mi ssi on to Godds Word, vi ewing it as
to elevate pesonal reasoning above biblical truth must be avoided. Instead there should be a deep hunger
for instruction from the Worleasngand ftuitfildfi T loante 6w e | mif g¢h
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the
knowl edg ¢ololfl0).Go d 0

True discipleship requirédaBunuwhuaosbnd etiekte bbgh n
law of libetty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man
shall be bl e $anesl:2b)nGodhrevealed tbreudhdlsaiah of old what kind of person He
woul d | ook f avoahisanalwil | laolp evan,to himé&hat is poor and of a contrite spirit,
and trembl et(l. 6@2). Jesug saii,id fddy e continue in my word,

i nde(@hnB:31)AiKeep thy heart with al/l dfi | li(Rybwadi23.; f or
Prayer, reading the Word, meditation, and fellowship with the brethren are necessary for nurturing the
inner man.

Inherent in discipleship is a very close relationship with fellow believers in the body of Christ. It
is very inportart that each newly converted person becomes fully integrated into the church. This occurs
smoothly and brings joy to all when there is a definite effort to achieve likemindedness. The Apostle Paul
wrote,AiFul fill ye my joy, tBameyédéobe,| bleémigndédonleawa
(Phil. 2:2). This relationship includes friendliness and tenderheartedness as well as great care to avoid
of fending or discouraging other brethren by onebs
individuals feel a full part of the fellowship. It is easy to drift into the habit of caratémg on those
with whom one is well acquainted or those who are especially likable or of common background. Each
member has a responsibility to help others dcése to the body and thus to the Lord, in the common
bond of discipleship.

A true disciple of Christ does not hafief el | owshi p with the (Ephfrui t f
5:11), but rather he reproves them. In a culture indulging in pleasure, easeatanlism, he sees
himself as sefimg a higher and more sesitisfying purpose in life. He thus focusesion e dee mi ng t h
ti me, because (Ephe5:16).aHe seeks vk ee pi |hd msed ff rumm ptohhe wo
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(James 1:27) so that his hearay be an honorable dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. He is keenly aware
of the importance of portraying a cortsie nt exampl e, for the discipleds
true disciple is willing to bear the cross of Christ, whatever the cagtm.

A humble, obedient lifestyle will often draw ques o n s from others abou
Discipleship irtludes a willingness to give expression of this faith when interest is aréugd.t sanct i f
the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready alwaygitwe an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that (1Ret 3:15). Theomosteffde tespongeevll n e s s a
be gracious and sincere, rather than overbearing orhiigtied.i L et your speech, be al v
seasoned with salt, that ye ma(ol.kflow how ye ought

True discipleship requires faithfulness. Being an overcomer is universally acclaimed in the
messages to the seven churches (Rev. 2 and 3). The road to Zion is artruggik sfraught with many
dangers and temgtans,ibut he gi v gJames ). rTlee dijgent, wedl disciplined follower

of Christ strivesto make hisc al | i ng an d2 Ret. IO}t Heomirks out higavn salvation
withi f ear & h d (Philp2elR). He recognizes that those who endure taiop will receive the
crown of life (James 1:12JiFor ye have need of patience, that,

mi ght recei (Heb.108®. pr omi se 0

Christlike love is a cedinal feature of discipleshifi Be ye t herefore foll owe
children, and walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself.forus . fA-2)( Eph. 5
In fact, the most convincing aspect of the validity of a group of beléeis their sacrificial love for one
another. Jesus gave this characteristic profound significance when H& &id, t hi s shal | al |
that ye are my discipl e@hnlB35.ye have |l ove one to

Therefore, ye Cheherst 6s disciples, all tog

O, consecrate yourself to Him anew!

United stand; and | et | ovebts flame forever

Inflame your hearts with passions, strong and true.
Zionbébs Harp #191
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Family Worship Time

Family worship time is a Gediven opportunity to unitehe family and help resist the many
subtle forces which are attempting to undermine the Christian home. Ambition to obtain more than
modest means often leads to excessively long hours of employment and, in some instances, causes both
parents to work outde the home while children are still quite young. Children apeebed to excel in
school and mature rapidly so they can shoulder their responsibilities in society. Perhaps because of fear
of failure, greater emphasis is sometimes placed on develogiageer for life than preparing a soul for
eternity. The Word gives a different persppee i B u t seek ye first t he Kkin
ri ghteousness, and all t hMate:33).hi ngs shall be adde

If children are to be fully convinced thspiritual things should have first place, it will have to be
proven to them by the priorities established in the home. To achieve this objective there must be
concerted effort to communicate on a spiritual level and to set aside regular family warshig-oir
many it is the evening meal that best lends itself to a time of family communication. The family
assembles around the table to give thanks to God for all good gifts including the blessing of being
together. Following is a time when children sholbédseerandheard. Each should be given opportunity
to speak freely of the experiences of the day to that little group of people who are to him or her the most
understanding and supportive fellow human beings on this earth. Home should be a placeedfoaspit
the pressures of society. Close fellowship among those we deeply love affords a foretaste of heaven (Eph.
2:6). Family ties are strengthened by these experiences. If parents do not apply consistent determination
to set aside such times in their blisgs, how often will true family communion occur on a spontaneous
basis?

Innumerable afteschool activities, the lure of many forms of entertainment, multiple jobs, fast
food outlets and a host of other factors have made a quiet evening meal at tiorie wentire family
virtually unknown to many households in America. If we are not on guard, this will become an accepted
pattern in our homes. This is but one small example of the success which tleatingeenemy of our
souls has had in seeking todemine the Christian home. He is trying to corrupt the simplicity of our
lives in Christ (2 Cor. 11:3).

Many of us have precious memories of our fathers praying aloud at the table and reading from
the Holy Scriptures. Older converts often testify ttmgtytwere moved to repentance as the Holy Spirit
brought to their remembrance the prayers and faithful teachings of their parents. Our sincere hope is that
such memories may help awaken many ottfers.r ai n up a child in the way h
old, he will (Rrot22@)epart from ito

Are we doing our best to preserve these sacredriexppes for our children? Are we relenting to
the peer pressure of neighboring children who grab a bite to eat on an individual basis and in a few
minutes ae back at the door to play again? Or have we established godly patterns which are respected by
all, and are based on deep concerns for the eternal welfare of souls. JoshiiaCshid,0 s e you t hi ¢
whom ye will serve.., but as for me and my house, Wwe w8 e r v e (Josh.@4:16)or d 0O

One of the fruits of the Holy Spirit is temperance which is defined as habituabsgtdl or sel
discipline. We can pray spontaneously at any time without depending upon a structured schedule.
However, if we acknowledgour human frailty, we will agree that much grace is needed to help us lead
balanced or temperate lives which include adequate time for prayer and worship on a regular basis. The
Psalmist wrotefi i t is a good thing to g¢gprasestunt@thyknameunt o t F
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mo st Hi gh: To shew forth thy | ovingkindRsams i n t
92:1-2). Numerous scriptural teachings refer to dabdmmunication with God and regular meditation

upon His Word. Parents arastructed to teach their children the ways of the Lord continuously.
Abraham was commended by Gdil,F o r I know hi m, t hat he will co
household after him, and t(Genyl8&Mall keep the way

Unquestioned loy&y to regular attendance at church services should be the norm of every
believing homefi Not f orsaking the assembling of oursel ve
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the gay am c HHeln. glL@25).
Reinforcement of what was learned at church and Sunday School is a specialg bbéstgamily
communication on a spiritual level. Children should be asked about their lessons for the day. They will
profit from the example of hearing their parenteap appreciatively of thoughts brought out in the
sermons. Combined efforts to memorize Scripture and frequent reference to its application in our daily
|l ives can be of great benefit. Parents should al v
scriptural lesson can be applied to everyday life. This can be accomplished without being overbearing, if
it is motivated by the love of Christ.

How can we find the time for all of these things when we already feel overwhelmed with meeting
the many routia pressures of life? The Word safisAnd t hat, knowing the ti me,
to awake out of sleep: for now i sRomuBll)sWdwilat i on
find time for the things we cherish the most. Jesus $aid,0 r rewduretreasure is, there will your
heart IMatt. 8215 Weé must put forth the time, energy, dedication anetleaill to meet our
family responsibilities. By faithful obedience to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, there will be generated
in ourown minds deep personal conins based upon the Word of God regarding theggoresibilities
as Christian parents. As this occurs, the reallocation of our time becomes of itself a simple act. The
resultant blessings will rest with our children andour i | d r e nddsbould the Lbrd tarey.n

33



Holy Communion

Holy Communion is one of the most sacred and precious experiences afforded the child of God
while here on this earth. It was instituted by the Lord Jesus on the night oftkigabewhile He was
gathered in a large upper room with the twelve apostlegsnd he t ook bread, and ga
it, and gave unto them, saying, this is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.
Likewise also the cup afteugper, saying, this cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for
y 0 Uldauke 22:1920). The Lord understood human nature and saw great benefit to be derived by the
church in the years to come througtsetvance of this sacred rite.

The primarypurpose of Holy Communion is to bring vivid remembrance to the sacrifice and
suffering of the Savior, who paid the price for sin and brought the tppty for salvation to lost
mankind. The intense love for Christ which bursts forth in the heart of e@esvly converted person is
referred t o as sikts o adédpiappredatioh fonsavation, forgivermessnand peace. The
Word describes a pitiful deterioration of this awareness in the hearts of the people in the church at
Ephesus (Rev2:2-4). Although these believers were diligent in performing many good works and
resisting evil, they had lost their first love. They were warned to repent and restore that love or suffer
even greater loss. Communion can be very helpful in maintainirftathe of love for Christ.

The symbols which represent Christds body and
The bread is made of a multitude of grains of wheat which were ground into flour. Each grain has lost its
identity and has been blendiedperceptibly into the loaf. The fruit of the vine is made from many grapes
which were crushed to release their juice. They also have lost their identity and have become blended
perfectly to form the final product. The beautiful simplicity of breakinghhead and sharing the cup
allows the true meaning of these symbols to prevail in the hearts of the brethren as they take Communion.
All thought of self is put aside, and a body of united believers is taken back to Calvary in the spirit, to
behold in revenece and deepest gratile the suffering, bleeding, and dying of the pure and holy lamb of
God.

The Scripture teaches that each child of God is to make a thorougixaeiination before
partaking of Holy Communion. If no unreconciled sin is found andrtizidual is at peace with God
and man, he is then free to partake (1 Cor. 2827 The Apostle Paul wrotd, Ther ef or e | et wus
feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wiekedbut with the unleavened
breadof since i t y a ifldCort5t8ut h o

The question is sometimes raised as to whether the church has any role in determining who might
partake of Communion. Indeed certain basic standards pliedpsuch as not sharing Communion with
children or individuals whbiave not been baptized. It is relevant to note that the church takes ample time
and care in ascertaining who is worthy of baptisnb ay hands s ud@&m.|5:22).®me no mart
a soul has brought an@aptable testimony of true conversion and loweGhrist and has demonstrated

commi t ment to a | ife of obedi enc e tshh c addmidtéres. Wor d,
Implicit in this baptism is subnsgon to church authority and loyalty to the body of believers of which
the new member has d@me an intg r a | part (Phil . 1: 27, 3:16; Heb.

body) and the individual bear responsibility in keeping this feast with sincerity and truth (1 Cor. 5:8).
Selfexamination prior to Communion is the respongipibf the indvidual member, as prescribed in the

Word (1 Cor. 11:28) . T he cnion feasthoilysto thoge wdho aresin fulo o p e
fellowship with and thus spiritually accountable to this body of believers.
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If Communion were open to any profess@iridian, individuals with markedly different beliefs
and interpretations of the Word would participate. This could include professing Christians who have
adopted substandard lifestyles which in many instancestitite living in sin, according to atdiral
interpretation of the Word. The consequences of partaking of Cammmunworthily are very serious.
AfiFor he that eateth and drinketh unw@Corhi:29y , eat e
When wayward Chrigans are under the judgition of a body of believers which diligently applies the
Word, and judges immoral lifestyles as sin, they are disciplined (1 Cor. 5). Tthisrigu cannot be
exerted over such individuals if they belong to a different church or religious group. iloadd
contributing to their condemnation by allowing them to share Communion, another scriptural principle
woul d be wiedltahteead:beii.partaker of ot(bhEmMS52R2eHhes sins
Word further teachesi An d h a v ehipnvih tie edfrditiulwerks of darkness, but rather reprove
t h e (@ph. 5:11). There is no practical way for the church to fulfill the Scriptural ideal of a pure and
holy remembrance of the Lordos sufmurgonis helgasian t he
open public ceremony.

The flame of love and appreciation for Christ ise®ed when brethren gather in oneness of
mind and with prepared hearts to observe Holy Communion. This experience strengthens the spiritual
union throughout the bodgf believers as well as with the Head, which is Christ (1 Cor. 107)6
Communi on means fAcommon union.oO0 The deep, meani nc
are of like mind and at peace with one another is truly a foretaste of Héaden.d hétiiraided us up
together, and made wus sit t og(Eghh2&). May we trlulecherighnl y pl
the opportunity to experience renewal of our first love by observing Holy Communion in all sincerity and
humility, according to thegitern established by our Lord and Savior and His beloved disciples.
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What Is Worldliness?

The world can be defined as human life and society without God. Worldliness is conformity to or
affection for those things which are of the Wwai , which is Satanods doSmati n. Tt
your affection on t hings/(Cal.l8:8)vLeingdevatadlyio @hristdri ngs on
walking aimlessly in the world are as differentas lifeanddéathn d you hat Wholvese qui c ke
dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of-disobe
di e n(Epk.@:12). Man finds himself in th middle of a great battle between monumental spiritual
forcesA For we wrestle not against flesh and bl ood bu
the rulers of the darkness of this (Epto6:R).dhe agai nst
child of God must be able to recognizethd ar k n e s s @&d that hie wilsnotviadl batkdirider
the power of Satan.

Believers are not to be conformed to the world (Rom. 12:2), but they are to be crucified unto the
world (Gal. 6:14), remainnspotted from the world (James 1:27), and be separate from the world (2 Cor.
6:17). In order to obey these scriptural truths, it is necessary tostam@thoroughly the nature of
worldliness, which has both inward and outward components. The invedudés ungodly attitudes and
feelings such as selfinhss, envy, bitterness, evil surmisings, judging,ksitness, respect of persons,
pride, and an unforgiving spirit. Outward worldliness is a manifestation of these attitudes as words and
deeds chaeristic of humanity which is not under the control of the Holy Spirit. Biblical examples
indicate that outward worldliness constitutes a wide range of behaviors, from indulgence in gross evils to
association with unedifying aspects of human life andetpci

A converted personb6ts pattern of I|ife should di
hewasii n bondage under t(&a. 4:8) Tarougmconsersimri he lfalees cvemreldd o
the corruption t hat (2Pt 1:4h The bhid oMcod whais livigrurderthd | ust o
influence of the Holy Spirit has no place in his life for the works of the flesh (Gat23:1%ew would
deny the need to remain clearly aggte from the obvious corruptions of worldlinessfdgtunately
some of the more subtle aspects of worldliness ar

For example, it is very easy for anyone to allow his mind to become cluttered with anxiety about
everyday obligations and material possessions. Ipdhable of the sower, the individual who receives
the seed (Godds Word) among thbennsthecardiofthis ences th
world, and the decditlness of riches, choke the word, and he becomdtirun i (MdttulB:22). Do we
recognize that undue worry and concern about temporal things are dangerous forms of worldliness? The
Word saysfi B e ¢ a r ieuk)tior nothirmgnbut in every thing by prayer and gligation with
thanksgiving |l et your rdRhiiée®.ts be made known unto

Many forms of entertainment which the world offers attract huge crowds and produce great
weal th for their phatovmchtisdighty este@need among snaniiscabomiiation in
t he s i g Hluke 26£15).3bededactivitieeldom lend themselvesfior e deemi ng ( maki ng
use of ) (Ephh5l6)tnormcetidey bring glory to God. They include aimless entertainments such
as fictitious dramas and frenzied athletic competitions which glorify man and can lead to piacsttip
Afcreatur e mor e (Ronh &:26). Pethaps tGa neost goainant form of creature worship
today is hedonism or love of salatisfying pleasure (2 Tim. 3:4). It is exactly the opposite of denying
self and seeking the welfare of othetJor. 10:24)i He t hat | ovet h pl easure sha
that | oveth wine @&nod 2l0lv)l shall not be richo
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Some of the outward manifestations of worldliness are motivated by pride. Personal glamour is
given high priority in the world. Greé&fforts are made to enhance human attractiveness with fashionable
adornments and hair st ylhees .f alshhea oAp oosft It efliCsa wio rwrdo tp
7:31). Godoés priorities ar d Fuaeroy filishdfoeautetsivein:f r om t
but a woman that f ear et (Prov.B1e30) Thercamo ns reex ps keaslsli obne fig
your hair downo describes a condition of being ve
learned by pondering the inngations of this expression? The Apostle Peter wit8,e ei ng t hen t he
these things shall be dissolved, what merof persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation (be
havior) an@Peg3ild)l i nesso

When the believer sets his affectiontbe spiritual treasures which God has given to him to
enjoy, he is much less likely to be drawn back into the world. Through the wisdom of God, his goals are
elevated far above the beggarly elements of this world, and his life radiates with godly firBiest t h e
wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy
and good fruits, withoutUgmaes3tlf)al ity, and without

This beautiful state can be destroyed by rekindling a friendshipvia  t h e kwowiyd ndt: A . .
that the friendship of( Janeeswodr:l4d) .i sE vabonersdtegemenci ft hP aQ
abackslideri For Demas hath f or sakemt nmé€dTirhhd®)i ng | oved th

Aswe seektoavoidwatll i ness it i s wise to ask, fAWhat wou
not patake of any of the evil works of the flesh nor would He be associated with such entertainments,
fashions, or worlly pursuits that corrupt the innermanL et us h omlessionfobosrtfaitht he pr
wi t hout wlbeb.e0:23)magd.strive with all diligence for our heavenly homefarfdlor we know
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have an house not made with hands,
eternal i n2Coh®l).heavenso
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Serving the Lord as a Single Person

Living for God as a single person is portrayed in the Bible as a special gift (1 Cor. 7:7). It is very
clear that every child of God, whether single or married, male or female, young as oldequal
spiritual worth before Chrisi For as many of you as have been bapt
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye
are al/l one (Gal.3:27B8).iAndJebusbil dren, t henheitsei r s;
wi t h CRom.i84%).0 (

Sometimes single believers struggle with feelings of discontentment, unfulfillment, frustration,
discouragment and loneliness which they attribute to thwimarried state. This frame of mind can even
lead to envy, bitterness and ultimately despair. A major cause of these harmful attitudes is often an
inappropriate sel€oncept. True humility is seeing ourselves in the same realistic manner in which God
seesus. It is not an elew@wmn of self nor is it an undue degrading of self. It does not include
dissatisfaction with our basic Gayiven traits.Ai Sh a | | the thing formed say t
hast t hou ma(Ram. N26). Davidusaidid praisel thee; for | am fearfully and
wonder f ul(Psayms &rB8:14¢ dhe Word explainsthatwe dnly e e t hr ough ammd gl ass
onlyfi k now i However rittalsoopromise8t hen shal | [ know @€een as al
13:12). Although thdull realization of how God sees us as individuals will occur only in Eternity, the
more intimately we walk with Christ today, the more accurately we will knowebves as He knows us.
Perhaps the most harmful source of discontentment is having sei aenter of our lives rather than
Christ.

Self-centeredness is a failure to yield to Jesus and to allow Him to have control of our lives. Our
primary goal as believers should be bringing glory to God in all aspects of our lives (1 Cor. 6:20). If we
assure that our lives cannot be fulfilled because we are unmarried, we develop an unrealistic attitude
about GodosiFprannf i mugs Christ) dwelleth al/l t he f
compl et e (Col.2:318) Iinwe claim this promse of completeness, we will not be so easily
swayed when welineaning but thoughte s s comments are madersedhyas ?0n
or AYou ought to begs stotmeiomge c,dwre amppmalkl so. 0

Sometimes such comments can causglesibdievers much anxiety. Feelings of inferiority and
even guilt may follow. Such feelings, based on the fact that one is unmarried, have no scriptural
justification. The best response is to quickly forgive those who make thoughtless comments and contin
to claim the full measure of joy and hope which accompanies a life which is surrendered taiQt sty
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the
power of t hBRomHI®L3. Ghost o (

Anotherattitude which robs contentment is exsge thinking about what might be or what one

wants to be. This Awhat i finginahe fulnesswdGhristarrthe presertt, s a b
whatever his current state may be. It can lead to sustrdtion that wrong solutions are considered. The
Apostl e Paul prayed three times for hiiMytboaoeihns

suf fi ci erf2tCorf12:8). Paut eoeldhave reacted by trying to force his own will. Sonsetime
individuals blame the church for their difficulties. They feel that if dating and marrying other professing
Christians were permitted, their problem would be resolved. Once again, the right solution is to focus on
Christ and put o meThs ApostenPpul veratée L @ tr utshi $ nmiHhd be i n
al so i n CPhili 25). Malyepsrtmaged a beautiful example of graceful submission when she
sadAiBehol d the handmaid of t he L oltuke,1:3%.e it unt o me
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It is very important to recognize that the Scriptures offer the option to choose to befsihgles a y
therefore to the unmarried and wi dddwr 7:8).Whens gooc
this option is viewed as an opportunity and thetemas placedeni r el y in Godos hands,
such as frusttéon and discouragement are replaced by faith anteotment. The overwhelming desire
of every believerds heart ADRedulghtbe hiyerd brifibehd s owii |
shall give thee the dees of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust also in him; and he shall
bring it (His will) to pasgPsalms 37:%).

The special gift of being single provides much greater freedom and opportunity to he#p othe
Those who are married have a primary commitment in life to their spouses and families. Whétfeas,
t hat i s unmarried, careth for the thing@Cdrhat be
7:32). This affords the sghe person a unique pprtunity to serve the Lord in many special ways.

When God gives a gift or a calling, it should be viewed as something to be cherished and
sustained (1 Cor. 7:24). If our calling is to be single, this does not carry with it any shame nor does it
require ay apology. Rather, all brethren would do well to adjust theispmative, if necessary, and
acknowl edge the godly honor which i dgionblechdewveled upo
that it was not good for man to be alone (Gen. 2:18). Gmdpnovided fulfillment not only through
marriage, but also by intimate fellowship with the brethren and, ultimately, through oneness with Christ
our SavioriBut i f we walk in the | ight, as he is in th
bl ood of Jesus Christ h@M®hn3%@n cleanseth us from a

With Jesus Christ as the center of our lives, we can find peace and contentment as well as

unlimited oppotunity to serve others. Jesus séid am come that t hteaytheyni ght h
might have it more abuha n t(John &0:10).
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Sanctification

fiChrist also loved the church, and gave batf for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the word, that he might preseanthimself a glorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemislf E p 27). 5: 25

Sanctification is defined as being set apart for a sacred service, a holy use. When the firstborn of
Egypt were dstroyed, the Israelites were set apart, for the death angel saw the blood and passed over
their households. It is a great privilege to be thus called of God and marked or set apart for holy use. But
with that gift also comes a very significant responsiliil y . unt® whomsoever much is given, of him
shall be m@okbl24®.qui r edo

Sanctification begins with faith in Christ (Acts 26:18) which results in an imputed righteousness.
The Word (John 17:17) and the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:16) then fughectify and purify our hearts and
lives. This is a practical sanctification which involves the application of scriptural principles to all
aspects of our attitude and behavierHavi ng t herefore these promises,

ourselves frm al | filthiness of the flesh an@Cospl).rit, p
This practical holiness is not an option for the beliefeF ol | ow peace with all m
without which no MHeml2d4.all see the Lordo

Where do we stand today with regard to sdiaation of spirit, soul and body (1 Thes. 5:23)? Do
we abhor sin or have we allowed worldlinessteret er our heart? Do we read
dwell on evil thoughts? We must yield to God and not t@a3ab s flBuurte sput ye on the

Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, td ful | | t he (Rons 13s14).tThisenmeans fved

should not think about how we may please our flesh. We are told the wall around the Nevemerusa
separatethe ungodly fromthe godiyi And t here shal l in no wise enter
(Rev. 21:27).

If we allow an evil thought to become a strong imagination, we may go on to delight in it and fi
nally consent to it in word or deed. Ithasghe sai d t hat we should Awithsta
most effectively deal with weeds in a garden when they are young and shadiad. If these invasive
plants are allowed to remain for a period of time, they become deeply rooted. They taderiblement
from the fruit and, like evil thoughts, if left unchecked they ultimately choke out all that is good (James
1:14-15).

It is very clear that the early church was truly set apart for Christ. However, through the ages of
time there have been mawhanges in the attides and lifestyles of professing Christians. Years ago
many took the stand of being roombatant. The Anabaptists in Europe were persecuted for this but
never took the sword. However, World War Il brought a relaxation of this atandnd it became
common even for fifamseamentbelad @Ghrmss Hi storicallly
abstaining from labor and conerce was a widespread practice. This has deséed a great deal in
recent years. We are thankfulthatbur et hr en keep the Lordés day holy

Many other churches formerly did not believe in going to movies. Gradually they relented and
said their members could go to the 066goodd movi e:
Entertainment becomes a refuge from a disturbing conscience. God tries to convict souls, but they drown
it out by one sport after another, one movie after another. The influences of televigiampning and
Hollywood eventually manifest themselves. Die#® was common in Hollywood many years ago; now it
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is common in our society. In adornment there have also been many changes. Yet the Biblé&/bagss e
adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of patting

of apparel But | et it Db(gPet Bi3d). Aiter dlldve are notacpleasé thet h e h ¢
world but are set apart to glorify God. In the Word, painting the face is associated with corruption (Ezek.
23:40).

There has come to be litttkfference between professing Christians and unbelievers in many as
pects of lifestyle. What has happened to biblically based practical sanctification which truly sets the
believer apart from others? We need to prove that our allegiance is to the Lorot &mel world. In Him
are the true pleasures, not those that satisfy th

We must not only pray but watch. We must watch for trends in our own heart and withstand the
beginnings. We must realizkdt we are in a real battle, greater than the battle of Gettysburg or Bunker
Hill, and betterisi he t hat rul eth his s(roxi682.t han he that t a

Sanctification should occur in every phase of our lives, our personality, our thaughlife-
style, and our outward appearance (2 Tim. 218 We are to glorify God in our body and in our spirit,
both of which belong to Him (1 Cor. 6:20).Now our Lord Jesus Christ hi mse
Father, which hath loved us, and hath givereusrlasting consolation and good hope through grace,
comfort your hearts, and st a@flhesl6:1l3).ou i n every go
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Competitive Athletics

A recent study of changing American attitudes reported that sports isdAmdiis nhewest and
rapidly growing religion. Over the past fifty years sports has saturated American life, attracliogsmil
of dedicated foll ower s. The Aplay ethicd has mos
worship of athletic gameand teams in our tian borders on idolatry.

Sincere followers of Christ are thus faced with many questions: Is devotion to Christ compatible
with involvement in organized athletic compietn? Are Christian ideals consistent with sports values?
Do the motives of sports correspond with the mind of Christ? Do the noises and revellings of sports
enhance or hinder peace of heart and mind?

Sports enthusiasts claim that at hl eavern® pr ovi
everyday life. Sposgt are thought to build chatac and cultivate a sense of cooperation. In reality,
conceit and feelings of superiority are found among many athletes, resulting from years of crowd
adulation and seifpromotion. Corruption and violence are all too oftenoamged with atletics,
especially at the collegiate and professional level. Instead of relieving stress, preoccupation with sports
only adds more frustration andgnish to many lives.

Admittedly, recreation and play are beneficial for growing childEmergies expended at play
are preferable to those spent on destructive and/or immoral acts. There comes a time, however, when
immature interests must give way to spiritual adulthood. The Apostle Paul Wwrdtdd, e n | was a ch
spake as a child, | undgtood as a child, | thought as a child: but when | became a man, | put away
chil di s(ihCor. h3:1h)g s 0

Athletic competition corrodes Christian digldship because the motives and general environ
ment of these contests undermine Christian priesipr'he believer must not temporarily abandon these

principles in the name of Asport. o0 Apromdétientlti ¢ ¢ o mg
arouses strong feelings of aggressiontilitys partisanship, greed, conquest, and evetevice. Mne of
these traits is Chridt i k e . Loyalty to oneds team can become

shouting, yelling, and chanting to a near ke level. This is not the kind of envirarent in which a

believer would want to be found when therdaeturns. Such intense desire tovaie or gain can

constitute covetousness, which is idolatry (Col. 3fbL. e t nothing be done throucg
€ o (Phil. 2:3).

Although sometimes denied, a lusttowinperd e s at hl et i cjokcsecorityeests s . A
on his won/lost record. Victory comes at the expense of a victim! However, Christtaugit:r he t hat
|l east among vyou al | (Luke :48), anxcapael weti &bd ber gprdat bat
glory, saveinthecrossofir Lor d J éGaluesl4)Chr i st o

Victors are subject to an enormous amount of praise and adulation, while the vanquished are left

to feel inferior. T h & elr cfondhéat svhioh s pighly ssteesmedvaaneng qeni t e O
is abominationint h e s i g Huuke @6t15)G66ld ot aket h not pleasure in th
taketh pleasure in those that f = 047:1i1)mAlso,iagm t h o s ¢

believers, we are taught not to compare ourselves among ourselves {D:C2).

A study of winning and losing attitudes in sports revealed that the most successful woympeti
viewed their opponents as temporary enemies. They worked up competitive animositytezuiseé in
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aggression before a ganttow do these &tudes conpare with the Christian principles of love, humility,
meekness, and gentleness (James 4:10, Gab3)??

Even if such negative attitudes and emotions could be avoided, the believer has a much higher
calling in life than to squander time in fleshly latic competitions. His charge is to redeem the time
(Eph.5:16) andté have no fell owship with the pnbrveithelmow
(Eph. 5:11). Satan iproviding a fleshly addiction for millions of people throughyamized athlét
competition. His motive is to disct them from thinking about their eternal dasn y . The Chris
calling is too high for such dulgences, especially since the fields of unbelief are white unto harvest and
the laborers are few (John 4:35, Lul@&?2).

When comparing the motives of sports entasts with the mind of Christ, it is important to
remember that He sought for himself no repata (Phil 2:7). He exemplified selflessness and
servanthood. His central message was one of recranl not retaliation (Matt. 5:39,44).

In view of Christés virtuous exampl e, it seem:
Hi s |ife, to engage in or purposely witness a mo
Fleshly determinatiorio subdue an opponent and to win the idolatrous praise of men does not even
remotely resemble holiness (1 Pet. 11H).

The Apostle Paul drew a lesson from those who strive to achieve; he said they must be
Atemper at e (1nCor.ad2b). He A wegt oo to coclude,inow t hey do it t o
corruptible crown; (b Cdr. 9:25. Ara competitive sportsuwprtdly brlgedly?

Someday we will have to give an answdrave we been friends to the world or friends of God? (Jam.
44).7AnSet your affection on the th(Cahd2. above, not on
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Teaching Childrento Respect God

iThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisd
God is a key elenmd in developing true faith. This can be nurtured only if those who teach this principle
exenplify it by their attitudes and actions.

The mind of a young child is quite subject to being shaped aacteld. Believing parents must
seize the initiative rad make concertedfeft to exert godly influences during this time of great potential.
i ndeed. The Word says fATrain up a child in the w
from it.o (Prov. 22:6).

True respect for God requiresderd andi ng of onebs relationship t
recognition of Godés supreme authority over al/l 0
truths. They must be conveyed spontaneously and prayerfully as a part of evepeatignersThey are
best understood through simple examples, just as Christ taught by parables and by His own actions. The
key to teaching is to reduce the complex to a simple level so that it can be understood. Parental attitudes
toward other athority figures asvell as toward those who are subject to themselves should impart to a
growing child a beautiful picture of godly order and loving submission. This will be of great help in
developing a chil dds r espectentsinthddd ferthismrightnt s . i Ch
Honor thy father and mother: which is the first commandment with isegrthat it may be well with
thee, and thou mayest Bive |l ong on the earthodo (Ep

Many today consider man as only a skagls animal. To such individisathere is no absolute,
Goddirected moral order: also, the origin of man is mysteriously evolutionary, and man has no eternal
destination. Such viewpoints suggest that life is meaningless.

Rather, the Bible teaches that a child should learn to seelhaasespecial creation of God,
uniquely made in His own image (Gen. 1:27). If a child believes that he has been created for the purpose
of serving God and someday devoting all his talents for the glorious cause of Christ-timseft and
reason foexistence will take on a special meaning. His sense efveeth and his awareness that he
must submit to God®6 stivandisciplihed quality o his lifei It will matidade hism p o s |
to learn to pray and draw close to God, especiallyeagbserves this consistent pattern in his parents.

Children will respect God if they are taught about His power (Ps. 147:5) and His abundant grace
(Il Cor. 4:15), as wellas Hisredep veness to prayer and supplication
realing of Bible stories and conveying of their own spiritual experiences to their children will enhance
their conprehension of the love and mercy of God.

A mother has a special gift offlnence over her children. Born with an instinctive bond of love
for her offspring, a mother should fully exercise her honorable-@een role as keeper at home (Tit.
2:5). AAnd thou shalt teach them diligently wunto
thine house, and when thou walkest by the wayda when t hou | i est down, and
(Deut. 6:7). It would be far better to adapt to a moreesbdtandard of living than to relegate this
golden,ond i me opportunity to a Asubstitute mozher 6 wh
that motherhood is a most demargirole and that parenting should be a mutual responsibility in which
hudand and wife faithfully support each other.

Children must develop a deep appreciation and respect for the unchanging Word of God. If the

44



spin t ual aspect of a fatherés | ife is truly paramol
Godds Word which deals with the Eternal than upon
AWhere your treasure | &Matt.é&2ere will your heart be

Active participation in the church provides many valuable learnipgmences for children.
Respect for godly order and submission to one another are prominent features of a unified, loving body
of believers. As a child observes consisteno bedi ence to truth, he will ©be
work in the lives of the believers. Observance of scripturally based church traditions and common
patterns of lifestyle will provide a sense of identity with a loving, wosthy support grop. A most
bendicial experience consists of seeing the transforming power of God in the life of an acquaintance
who turns to the Lord in repent achangagpowehi s hel ps d

Cultivating a c¢hi ledsg ©ursoeiaydsdgriaig mbreand moeedhei s not
existence of the laws of God. The insidious forces of Satan are spreading manyiatfilnbemes (such
as evolution,relai vi sm and i ndividual i sm) whitlotity. Analart under m
parent must work diligently to arm a child against these vain philosophies (Col. 2:8).

Sincere efforts to teach children to respect God and love His Word will never be regretted. Such
teaclhings will serve to keep their hearts tender and make thera willing to turn to Christ in true
repentance when they come under conviction. Then they will be able to rejoice in the wonderful promise
iSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all th
Lord foreer 6 (Ps. 23:6).
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Offense and Judging

The New Testament gives specific instructions for dealing with many aspects of life. There are
also decisions which must be made by believers in areas which the Scriptures do not aduatbss di
Romans 14 and | Corinthians 8 are devoted te@rsgdvimportant principles which are to guide us in
meeting these situations, both with regard to our own personal choices as well as our reactions to choices
made by others, which may differ from suiThese two chapters deal with some of the greatest tests of
true love within the brotherhood. We are instructed to adhere to three basiplpsiras we make such
decisions: 1) we mustido al | t o t (LleCorglD:3l); 2 we rmust @endaurbrother so
highly that we will seek to please him in our actions and likewise respect his opinion (1 Cor. 10:33; Rom.
14:3,10); and 3) we must strive for the things which keep peace in the church (Rom. 14:19).

It is clear that there will be some variati;m what is considered acceptable within a group ef be
lieversiFor one believeth that he may eat all things
esteemeth one day above anot h&om. 142/H)oHotvevar, thess t e e me t
not a license to abandon the principle of likemindedness! These teachings refer to areas where no
doctrinal position exists in the Scriptures and no specific standard has been established in the church.

The Holy Spirit revealed to the Apostles and eddiiat positions were to be established or cer
tain issues and these were communicated to the churches (Acts 15), just as occurs in ohodudother
today. This is for the purpose of maintaining peace and good order in the church and to assist the believer
in applying the truth of Godbés Word tilyordevvdllr yday |
help keep us fromiagai o f(ladhes@&Miwvrog | il ad

When t he Apo s ttHere is Rahing unelearodf éself bt to him tthesteemeth
anything to be uncl(Romnl4:14}, lkee whsiolwiously reféerring ta thasd ageasnod
life where the Scriptures are silent and no church standard exists. He certainly was not declaring that any
actis all right if soviewed ly the individual. This would be condoning relativism, a great deception of
our time in which individuals esthsh their own personal moral standards based upon circumstances and
their own thinking, rather than on the Word of God (Prov. 14:12).

ifWeaklwesn t hese c h aiypty o cossciana fibout a certaim matter svidch & i
not defined in the Scriptures as either right or wrong. It sometimes includes a feeling of need to have
clearcut uni ver sal patt er ns liepafaitls that ihis acceftable to garticipdt& t r e n ¢
in such a matter; and this shoulavals be accompanied by a heartfelt attitude of charity and humility (1
Cor. 8:12). The Word does not praise or criticize either the weakness or the strength if eaetlapp
honors the Lord (Rom. 14:6). All of us experience both qualities to varying degrees, but when strong, we
are to be very constate and supportive of the weak (Rom. 1£223115:13).

The test of true love among brethren consists of the abilieabwith these areas of life witht
judging, grieving or offending each other, all of which are displeasing to God. Judging is dieigionin
a personal basis that anot her has erred; t his i s
Grieving someone is to cause him severe distress. Offending is bringing spiritual harm to another person
by causing him to stumble. Therelctives in these chapters clearly involve more than just minor
annoyances or hurt feelings.

Individuals can misuse theweakness or strength about an issue as they relate to otheran
within the church. One who feels freedom of conscience on a matter may assume a superior or
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condescending attitude toward the weak. Thisuatti will make it very hard for himto deferarot her 6 s
conscience, even when offense is involved (1 Cor. 1839 Knowl edge puf ityet h up,
edi f (1eCorh &1). The brother who feels he must abstain may demand that others defer to his
convictions simply because he wants to haveolws way. He might also conclude that anyone who
doesnédét share his opinion on a matter is in error

Humbl e obedience to Goddés Word wildl keep the
believers. Exhortadns are given against extremes in observance of unnecessary restrictions (Rom.
14: 17, Heb. 13:9) as welicomascifemceda heoinktedf tof fkeere
t owar d (Aote 24:.16). Leaders were given to the house of Israel andetahurch to provide
guidance and help resolve conflicts. Of the priests it is writterd they shall teach my people the
di fference between the holy and profane. (Ezek. and i
44:2324). Of the New Testameteaders it is written that they shoufidr ul e and@ll 4 ldor i n t h
word and (docTtirm.nebo: 17) , but never as @Al ordsodo who
people (1 Pet. 5:3; Acts 15:28). No puened strengths on the part of an individualusth@ver justify
exemption from churcllefined, biblically-based standards of godliness.

Offense and judging are easily avoided if we adopfitmei n d o fPhiC25). Urspedkble
joy on earth and eternal rewards in Heaven await those peacemdler@sre motivated by genuine,
sacrificial, Christlike love, and who always esteem their brethren higher thanstiees (Matt. 5:9;
Rom. 12:10; Phil. 2:3).
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Secular Humanism

In recent years secular humanism has become one of thenfhosttial false beliefs in our land.
Today it i s Chri st i adeiiginteided tg expoaetthe $atlacyrof hunaahidm afidh i s«
describe how it may influence individualll¥ers and ultimately the church.

Humanism is a system of beliefdhich esseni al | y becomes a secwuyl ar (w
giondo to those who e $sowersuof @od wduld noHthink eofviteas a religionru e f o |
Humanism is a philosophical view which emplzas the centrality of man, his dignity andrtkg his
capacity for selrealization through reason, his autonomy (complete freedom from restrairttpl adn
his own destiny, his capacity to sol vmlhealphlsuchwor | d o
as God), and his capabilities asrational being, possessing the source of truth and right. Secular
humanists go so far as to declare that man cannot rely on some deity to save him; they claim that man
must save himself. Man alts himself above God!

Secular humanists believe that maibasically good, not evil as stated in the Bible (Matt. 19:16
17; Rom. 3:23). Most deny faith in God as Creator of the universe and Revealer of all truth; whereas the
Bible teaches that man must have faith to please God (Hebrews 11:6).

Secular humanistiselieve that the universe is selfistent and that man is the product of evolu
tion rather than divine Creation. Because thegadlist life after death, they believe that ssdtigaction
and the pursuit of happiness are the only realistic and mdahgaals of mankind. Having rejected the
Bible, secular humanists believe that ethics and morality come from human experience and ideas, not
from God. As a result, they recognize and accept variant sexual activities and immoral lifestyles as being
valid even though cogemned by the Bible. In addition to this, some of them even accept abortion,
euthanasia (merekilling) and suicide as being legitimate alternatives for mankind.

With the eye of faith, one can easily discern how these beliefs conflictGaatitd 6 s Wo r d . On
can also recognize the effect they have had on our society, particularly on such matters as public school
prayer, abortion, and pornography.

It is well to consider some of the areas in which this philosophy may influence our children and
even the brotherhood. The educational systedaytds heavily tainted with humanistic ideas. Thus,
children are exposed in varying degrees to these unbiblical viewpoints, including the falsggseath
evolution and situation ethics (the belief thad ffarticular situation one finds himself in determines the
appropriate response rather than application of t

Educators today often place primary emphasis on human reasoning, which sometimes erodes a
simple faith in the Bible ahin God. Schools are simply a reflection of society; if distortions of the truth
are taught there, it is because society hlmsvaldl and willed it to happen. Television programg has
also had a major role in fostering hursic lifestyles and attitdes through its emphasis on and
portrayal of immorality, violence and other evils. When man, rather than God, becomes the measure of
all things, man deteriorates to a lower and lower estate because there are no absolute standards to uphold.
Perhaps more iportantly than ever before, every effort must be made by parents, Sunday School
teachers and ministers to counteract these evil influences with scriptural truth. Jesud saighr ay not t
thou shouldest take them out of the world but that thou shokidest p t h e m fJoho bv:15)he evi |

Humanism has precipitated a general decline in respect for authority. This too has made its pres
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ence felt in the church. Humanistic thinking deages all authoriy including God, the church, and its
leadershipBiblical references to the imp@ance of submission to spiritual authority are abundant (Eph.
5:21, Heb. 13:17; Rev. 22:14). The humanist considers such submission as degrading. He also views the
biblical description of the role of the godly woman to leenganing, since she is taught to be subject to

her husband and a keeper of the home (Col. 3:18, Eph. 5:22, Tit. 2:5). It is no coincidence that the
advancement of the womends right s pattoov bumanistic has
thinking on ®ciety.

Humanistic influence has insidiously caused some believers to follow their own personal prefer
ences with regard to observance of doctrinal tegshand church traditions. Humanistic influence has
resulted in some believers exalting their owews above the consensus of church leadership. Further,
humani stic inclinations have undermined a healt hy
The Bible teaches that man should not rely on his own understanding (Prov. 3:5), because he can
somnretimes deceive himself (Prov. 14:12). The believer should hold fast to scriptusiattg conclusions
drawn by the church leadership (Acts 15, 2 Thes. 2:15). Humanistic attitudes can mislead one to
conclude that if he prays about something and feels naiatimm about doing it, he has the liberty to
ignore church counsel; when in fact the matter in question may be a doctrinal precept or church tradition.
fiBeware | est any man spoil yo@ol2Brough phil osophy

We must stand firmlyn the truth of the Word of God. The Lord Jesus gaitl,f ye conti nu

my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
f r gJohin 8:3132).
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Absolute Truth Versus Relativism

Relatvism is a way of thinking which maiains that the basis of all judgments is dependent
upon circumstances, personal experiences antliraulforces. It asserts that no moral standard is
absolute. According to this etvievgpoinsyof teetindividuasior At r ut
groups holding them and the circumstances in which they are being applied. Thus, basic issues which are
considered right and good by one person or group may be wrong in the eyes of anetirenopgroup.
Consequentlytruth becomes subjtiee as individuals look to themselves rather than to God in seeking a
basis for their judgments and beliefs. On the other hand, belief in absolute truth recognizes the existence
of a source of wisdom from a higher nature than mandifms

The conflict between absolute truth and relativhas existed in varying degrees since the begin
ning of time. Seeking truth via the reason angdesdence of man finds root in the flesh while segk
truth via the Word of God finds root in Hisviie revelation.

Awelkk nown proverb teaches that men dhustinthad | ook
Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understaraling( Pr ov . @Bi:th)tero | mate e d
trust in the Lord than to putcof i d e n ¢ €Ps.il1B8:8)ma n 0

It has been a major error of mankind to trust in self, to rely heavily on personal experience, to do
what iseems right, d and to depend upon oneds own
Eden, it has expanded Wwigreat force in our present age. This is due largely to the fact that growing
numbers of people no longer believe in the Bible as the ultimate source of absolute truth. Skeptics
challenge its infallibility and inerrancy. Even professing Christians hdlanfarey to methods of Bible
interpretation which lead to twisting of various passages to suit their ovtaratuand/or fleshly
preferences. A popular perdam is that the individual should determine his own religious convictions
independently of anghurch or historical system of beliefs.

Relativism lends itself to individualism, which makes it very appealing to human nature. Choices
are based on seilfiterest rather than submission to authority or concern for the common good of a group
or society.This destroys loyalty, comnmitent and any sense of responsibility to anepted set of
standards. Such attitudes are fishing in our society and are beginning to infiltrate the church.

The Word of God teaches obedience to His truth, denial ofa®df submission to one another
within the body of believers (Matt. 16:24; John 14:15; Eph. 5:21). The Word of God alslishstathe
churchasthé@ pi | | ar and gr(bTm. @15» ft placds all believars under an ordained
spiritual authaity which must consist of faithful men who are sound examples of selfless servanthood,
guided by the Holy Spirit to uphold and preserve doctrinal truth (Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 9:19; 2 Tir252:24
Jude 3). Unless these sdtipal principles are embraced dssalute truth and taught with all diligence in
the home and the church, it is only a matter of time until we too will become victims of relatiwism
areil over s of t ds¢he Apostenraul dedared @ Fim.3:2).

Relativism in society has e s ul t e d i -miewrfrow ldesseesvide) hecoming meen
tered as opposed to Geodntered. A dangerous wdtion arises when a believer unknowingly adopts a
vision of life that is mixed: partially macertered and partially Gedenteredii A desminded man is
unstabl e i nQJamlil8)fiMios maay scca n s e (Mate 6:24)w\Whemralativisenr s 0
begins to influence religious efs and attitudes, it becomes extremely daoger Believers must be on
guard against this stlb but pwerful influence.
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Relativism is so pervasive today that one can easily become desensitized to its influences. The
institutions of government, law, education, tteegl, and publishing once rested firmly on Gmaitered
principles. The effects of relatsm and maoenteredness have seen these institutions come to rest on an
unstable foundation of secularism. Selfish thinking is rapidly overwhelming proper concern for the
common welfare and long term needs of society.

The absolute truth of the Bible i@ anchor of the believeid Al | Scripture is
i nspiration2 Tonf 3:16)0Id conges only by divine revelation from Him. The Word is
changeless, inerant , and is mands pri AM®Or)y sSCodnnldea caritthr wnih
thec | o ufkssl68:4)andi8f or ever ¢é s eRstlli9BH). i n heaveno
Spiritual truth does not emanate from mané6s i
Psalmist perceived this clearly when he wrd@itel he | aw of t he Loredoulthe per f e

testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the
heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean
enduring forever: the judgments ofthedor ar e true and 1(Fs.dMeous altoget

Believers can rejoice greatly that they have been delivered from the instability and deception of
relativism. It is a privilege to serve the unchaggGod of absolute truth and to have sounddsesison
which everyday moral decisions can be bafeHhe i s t he Rock, his work is p:
judgment: a God of truth andemi32Zdout iniquity, ju
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Eternity

The most important question that amyman being can ever ask is what he must do to be saved
(Matt. 19:16). Although many other things often seem much more pressing, such as concern about
financi al di saster, | oss of heal th or t htemat of w
destiny.

It is very difficult to comprehend eternity teuse we mortals are limited in our perceptions and
understanding. The eye can receive certain rays of light and the ear can detect a certain range of sound
waves. However, this does not mehat there is no more to reality than what can begieed by these
limited human senses. Even man is able to detect many additional signals such as radio-ragses, X
etc. by means of instruments designed specifically for this purpose. The Wordinvakgxlear that the
spiritual is just as real as the physical; and God has made it possible for spiritual things such as eternity
to be discernedi B u t as it i s written, Eye hath not seen
heart of man, thehings which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit for the Spir(@cCorg6l@r chet h al

Even with the help of t he Hoiited is@mparsen,withman 6 s
G o d 6But, beléved; be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand yearsasonedday( 2 Pet . 3: 8) .

The Bible is the greatest source of help iplaiing what is truly evdaisting or eternal. God is
described as without beginning or endiigBe f or e t he mountains were broug
formed the earth and the worl d eve(Ps 80r2oHis Worder | ast
oftruthi s AsretHd aanHirsch al | n o t(Ps.AlE9BY; Mattw24:35) and His SéinJ e s u s
Christ(is)t he same yesterday (Heh1B8t o day, and for evero

The mercy, love and righteousness of God are withoutfelg®ilut t he mercy of t he

everlastiy t o everlasting upon them that fear (Psi m, anoc
103:17)iThe Lord hath appeared of ol d untoingileve: sayi n
therefore with | oving&iB3hldness have | drawn theebo

From the beginning God has always beenimgltto pour out His love and mercy upon all those
who seek him sincerely and serve Him faithfully. David shared words of great wisdom with his son
shortly before his deatlit And t hou, S o | othmo the Gog of thyofather, dndh semve him
with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and undeethaaitithe
imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake hinh, he wil
cast thee (1€Chrdn.2B:®r ever o

The purpose of life is to prepare for eternity by obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ
(1 Thes. 5:9). The opportunity for preparation ends abruptly at death, when our eternal destiny is
unalterably s a |l e d . It i Mh ecrlee atr h et htart e efi . f. a |[(Hce L1h3). Wheh er e i |
Abraham was begged by the rich man in Hell to send Lazarus with water to cool his tongl@nAbra
replied that there was a great gulf between them which could \erdeal by no one (Luke 16:24). It
is an inescapable fact that there will be endless joy for the redeemed in Heaven while the lost will suffer
an everlasting punishment.

The Apostle Paul often spoke longingly of his goal of being with the Lord. Hefs&dp r t o me
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to |live is Chr i &hil 1:28)n0ld Téestamedtip®phetssspolgeaof timedday when ever

lasting joy would replace the sorrows of thislieAnd t he ransomed of the Lord
to Zion with songs and everlastingyjupon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow

and sighing 6sh3b0). Jesds sadfl, Rew @y & e , and be exceeding
rewar d i (MatH®&X)N Ehe Apostle Johnwrof@, And t hi s i & hethdtrepromised mi s e t
us,even et grJoha225). i f eo

Many times in this life it appears that those who serve self and Satan have many successes and
pleasures. This was also observed by the Psalmist, but he looked beyond life to the eternal outcome.
AWhen the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it is that they
shall be des(tPs 827e Too bfterr we bavesaxaessive concern for the physical dangers
and materialistic uncertainties of this life. Jesusde clear the distinction between those things which
have consequence only for this life as compared to the eternal. H& gaill,d f ear not them w
body, but are not able to kill the soul but rather fear him which is ablestvaeboth souand body in
h e |(Madt. 10:28).

God provides opportunity for everyone to paee for eternity. We are called uponiid ay wup
treasur es andnf iHehav etntbe g o o(Matt.f6i2Q h Tim. Bf12). Etarnat IHeois
promised to those whio . by.patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immor
t al {Rony. @:7). All of this must be prefaced by faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ and is ulti
mately fulfilled by faithful B8849.s to Him until [|if

A believer must be prepared to die at anymaat. When he is prepared to die, he is free to live

and can joyfully proclaim the words of David of ofdlSur el y goodness and mercy ¢
days of my life: and | will dwell in the housef t he L o(P-d23B)or ever o
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Humility of Mind and Matter

Humility stands out as a prime virtue of the men and women of God who throughout history have
been most useful in His service. True hutyitonsists of a beautiful scriptua | bal ance in one
about himself. It is far removed from pride or seffltation, but likewise it does not imply self
condemnation. It is perfectly poayed in the selflessness of our beloved Savior, who did not focus upon

himself, but soughto fulf i | | the Father o6s wil/l and serve others
Many times in the Word, humility is a result

One of these examples involves the prayer of i8oto when he dedicated the house of the Lord in

Jerusalem (Z h r . 6) . By this time in history Godbs peopl

been recipients of both blessings and wrath. When wrath fell upon them, in every casanit be
necessary for them to humble themselvesrieeGod, and it was thislone which moved His heart. God
acknowledged that he had acceptd@dhehéi Kengasmepday
heaven, and consumed the burnt dffgrand the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lordefilf t he house
(2Chr. 721). TheChi | dren of | srael were deeply i mpressed
faces bowed to the ground, thByp r ai sed the Lord, saying, for he i
e v e(2 @hr. 7:3).

Then in the night, the heavenly Father revealadddlf to the King, and told him his prayer was
acceptable. God spoke of what would happenldrody fell upon the land and the people, and He very
clearly explained what would move His hedrtl f my peopl e, which are call e
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven,
and wil|l forgive thei r(2Ghr il4). @ntadagan mhah wals ®ld that thér e i r
sacrifices acceptable to God are a broken spiritaagwhtrite heart (Psa. 51:17).

Sol omondés f at her Dimesipainfullylthe significaree of rurmiljity. As ppimee
example was Davidds sin in numbering t hmentpfeopl e
God and the advice of his avwcounsellors, the King persisted in counting Israel. In verse 14 heftries,
am i n a g (Gedhagave him thaee ¢hdices of punishment, and David chose three days of
pestilence, committing himself and his people into the hand of the Almighty.otitishihess of their
king cost the people seventy ttoand men who f el | bef ore Godbs wr ¢
Philadelphia was told of the key of David (Rev. 3:7), and perhaps nothing reveals this key more clearly
t han Davi dés rstaitc Daviaaniediout in thé anguidhi of hés séul,. o , [ have sir
and | have done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done? let thine hand, | pray thee, be against
me and agai nst (In§am.f24:17h €his dianblihgoot resalf mavihe heart of God,
and He accepted this sacrifice. The key of David was humility!

Pharaoh was confronfieldwwi bhgGwdods ghest-refiuse
f or e (BxelD®:8). The land of Egypt was detated and its firstborn sorest because the leader
could not be humbled.

A multitude of scriptural references give clear testimony to the importance of our voluntarily
humbling ourselves before God and man. Believers will benefit from reading and carefully pondering
these example®eut. 8:2, 16; Prov. 6:3, Jer. 13:18, Matt. 18:4; 23:12; Jam. 4:10; 1 Pet. 5:6.

Humility finds expression through manyavees i n a believerdés 1ife.
exalting of oneds p eeptadpracides obtpeicmhaodravoidibga lifeyle thdte a c
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knowingly brings distress to a weaker brother or sister.

Humility is extolled in Scripture as a virtue with untold benefits. Proverbs 15:33 explains that
humility comes before honor. While we should not be seeking hansueh, yet all of us wish to be-re
spected by our fellow men and above all, approved by God (2 Cor. 10:18). The Apostle Paul spoke of
Aserving the Lord wActs B0:19) larld Gdédcertainlyihongred dim asmonenod His
most useful servast

The soul of man was created to live forever, but not on this earth. Only by taking advantage of
the simple plan of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ and His shed blood can we have hope of eternal life.
And the greatest examples of a life of humiltyea t hose recorded of our Savio
exalt himself, even though He was the Son of God. He put on no airs, rather He was gracious, loving and
gentle.

Every believer should be highly dearthdhws of Go
it is of paramount importance that we put ourselves in the proper position to receive this great favor, for
il . heresisteth the proud, butgit h gr ace t(dam.t4:6)eWetshookbstrieedo hec | ot he d
wi t h h lnPetl 5:5)inyalb aspects of mind and manner. Humility is in no sense an indication of
weakness, indeed true strength is found therein.

So 16Il strive to be more humbl e,
Evermore be meek and kind;

Humbleness shall rule my actions,

Meekness dwell in heart and mind.

In my manner and my being

All my neighbors may be seeing

That it is Gododés Spiritds might
Leading me in truth and right.

Zionbs Harp #186
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Abiding in the Vine

The infinite wisdom of the Almighty is clearly manifested in the @aries and is portrayed in
the examples chosen by the Saviour to reach-kimlmhwith His message. He used simple illustnas
from everyday living to enable humans to relate to the divine. When He was with farmers, He spoke of
sowing fields, to the housdéves He spoke of baking bread and cleaning houses. To fishermen, His
message was about catching fish, and to the husbandman the parallel was about tending and pruning
vines. Through it all, He digered the timeless message that the relationship bet@edrand man was
intended to be intimate, personal, and enduring, surviving beyond life on earth, to be continued in the
presence of God etaally.

The Spirit of God inspired the Psalmist to writeBl essed is the man t hat
counsel of th ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his
del i ght is in the |l aw of the Lord @sadl:id).Mmhehi s | a

exemplary life and ministry of Jesus carry out the same thammaining close to God, the supreme
power of the universe.

In his 15th chapter, the Apostle John records the words of our Lord as He spoke using-the illus
tration of a grapevine. Jesus makes it perfectly clear that He is that vine, and faithfulrbelrevthe
fruitful branches. The vine is the main part of the plant, and usually quitelil@ag The branches
produce large quantities of fruit if tended with care. God is timeless. He spans countigat@es) and
His truth endures forever (Psa.712). As the vine is the source of all nourishment for the plant, feeding
successive generations of branches that bear the fruit, so is the relationship between God and His
children.

The plan of God is clear from the first recorded words of the Bible. W&mnput on earth in the
image of God, to dress the earth, care for itstarea, and produce an increase (Gen. 2:15). In the same
way the generations of man, each in their own time, are intended to bring the fruiteafsim to their
Creator in its sason. Everything believers need for fruit bearing is contained in our Lord, the true vine,
and in what He has done for us (Col. 22[. Nothing has been overlooked or omitted that is necessary
for that result.

The vine is the source of all spiritualth and strength. The branches must be carefully pruned
and shaped so that they can bear much spiritual fruit (JohA31%:8). They must also remain firmly
attached to the vine, their lifeline to nutrients vital for growth. Through the vine, intoahehas flows
the sap, which is the lifeblood of all plants. These nutrients feed the clusters of fruit right up to the time
of ripening, when they are harvested. At that time the husbandman rejoices over a work well done,
carefully reflecting on the wondeit plan that made this miraculous process possible.

The plan is simple, yet beyond our full comprehension. We may learn ever so much on earth, yet
we will not approach knowing the mind of the Almighty (1 Cor. 2:16). Enough understanding is given,
however so that we can each fulfill our part in the marvelous work of fruit bearing. It is clear that it can
be done in one way only, and that is by abiding in the vine. When humans follow the way of the cross
unto salvation, they then become iinditely attache to their Lord, the true vine. Like the branches, they
cannot bear fruit of themselves; only if they remain connected to the vine will they find the nourishment
vital to growth and bringing forth fruit to perfection.
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Our Heavenly Father is the husbandnedirthe vineyard. However, just as He directed man to
labor in the natural course of life, He likewis¢einds for us to labor in His vineyard in the spirit (1 Cor.
15:58; Col. 1:10; Heb. 6:10). Jesus ordained the establishment of the church, and kel gphepantire
way so that those who came after Him could fulfill this, even though they were fragile men. Jesus Christ,
the vihe $amé yester day, (Hela 238). One demeration affiadiblefhomamsv e r 0
follows another, each in itsntie tending the vineyard. The fruit, however, should not vary from one
season to another. Jesus told us we do not garner grapes from thorns nor figs from thistles (Matt. 7:16).
The responsibility of all who are intimately bound to the vine is to producé gumd fruit. This is what
God, the great hindman, expects of His children.

The plan of God for life on earth and also for the eternal salvation of man is complete. Jesus
kindly exhorted the people of His dafj,Abi de i n me , (Johami%4).The sanme etgrpal o
message is relevant today! Times have changed, and the course of history has resulted in a culture which
is much different from that of Jesusd ti me. Yet
though methods in vineyaicegping are somehat different, the vine still endures, and the same good
fruit is borne on the branches.

A tremendous comfort can be derived from the immortal message that Jesus spoke in His parable
of the vineyard, exhorting all to abide in Him. After rigawenty centuries the heart of man can leap for

joy when hearing the eternal truimtAs t he Father hath | ovirudyemeny s o he
| ove. I f ye keep my commandment s, ye shall abid
commad ment s, and a(lhnde9d.n his | oveo
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The Believerodos Relationship with Chri

We are taught in the Word that Godiig i ¢ h i and hecause ofthegr eat | ove wher
he | ovHedavalHis,olly Son, Chridesus to die for us, that we might be made alive in Him (Eph.
2:4-5).

A beautiful relationship is established with Christ for each individual who comes to Him in true
saving fathi For by grace are ye saved t hrisaghegithof Gadi t h; a
not of works | est (Eghn2R9).mdBrutshmheulmhnlyoast d ecei ved h
power to become the sons of Go d (Johe 1212)n This genutndh e m t h
saving faith leads to rep@mce anatonversion (Matt. 3:8; Acts 3:19) and the individuafiib or n agai no
as explained by Jesus to Nicodemus (Johr83:3\ blessed condition of righteousness is imputed by
God to every soul that truly believes in Him (Rom. 3:22; 4:11). él@w, this cloak orighteousness is
not endowed upon a sfilled heart. Rather, by the miracle of conversion, a heart is cleafisEch er e f or e
if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become
newaors:17).

The elationship between a believer and Christ is compared with that between a branch and a
vine (John 15:111). Christ in His great love seeks this intimate union with every person who comes to
Him in sincere faith. He wishes to share thespeakable glory whh He derives from His ref@nship
with God. In His high priestly prayer, Christ entreated the Father on our béhalh d t he gl ory
thou gavest me | have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: | in them, and thou in me,
that they mg be perfect in one; and that the world may know that Thou hast sent me, and hast loved
them, as thou hast loved me. Father, | will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where |
am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given méhdorlovedst me before the foundation
of t he(Joimolr:22211)0

Christ also described His relationship with those who would follow Him in faith as tived¢dre
a good shepherd and his sheep. He exdiegblithe fierce loyalty of a true shepherdgclirding a
willingness to lay down His life for His sheep (John 10:15). He made it clear that no man could snatch
away His sheep as long as they hear His voice and follow Him (John-282The Apostle Paul
reiterated this truth when he wrofie,n e i t dthe ror lifé,enor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the |l ove of Go&3839wThe enhfordéesoti n Chr
mentioned was self, and that ability to choose to reject Christ remains within every human being as long
as he lives.

The relationship between Christ and His body of believers (the church) is compared te that be
tween a husband and wife (Eph2%3 2). The church is to be sanctified and cleansed by the Word. The
believersaréd me mber s of his body, (eph.5B86,3). fl esh, and of h

All of these examples clearly represent atraxely close and beneficial relationship, through
which the child of God draws His spiritual IG®od. When this true fellowship with Christists, it is
also exemplified as a blessed fellowship among the believers in the church, wadjatigetdn the light
(1 John 1:67).

The primary purpose of dase relationship with Christ is to enable the believer to bring forth
abundant fruit, to the glory of God (John 15: 2,
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Christ, not to gain acceptance or earn favors from Him or from fellow human bé&nugslove for Christ

is manifested by sacrificial love for the brethren and obedience to the Wiokdn d t hi s i s
commandment, that we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he
gave us commandment. And he thatkeepth hi s commandments dweaJohnet h i n

3:2324). Jesus said, | f ye | ove me, k (dobrpl4:1%5y. The pranho&sinckra éovetfos 0
Christ in bearing fruit and doing good works is evidenced by an attitude of giving alltgl&od for

every accomplishment. Even the most effective and sacrificial giving of self for others should be viewed
onlyasfi r e a s 0 nvai bc{Retn. $2¢l).

Another important purpose for a very close and abiding relationship with Christ is to av@d be
drawn away by Satan. Mature sheep huddle close to each other when threatened by a predator. Those
who are immature and careless often drift away from the flock and are easy prey. A clizeshita
with Christ is manifested by a strong bond of fehip within the brotherhood (Rom. 12:5, 1 Cor.

10:17; 1 John 1:7). If the believer sins willfully and continues to condone this abuse of grace, he can
become blinded and again fall away from Christ (Heb. 2816 This will not occur if the child of God
remains in the safety of the hand of the Good Shepherd and follows His direction (John 10:28).

Finally, as a result of an abiding relationship in Christ, the believer experiences blessings untold,

indeed a foretaste of Heaven here on earth (Eph.i2:8¥hthe peace of God, which passeth al un
derstanding, shall keep your (Philedar).t s and minds thr
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Approaching Marriage in the Lord

AwWhoso findeth a wife findeth a (Brov.dt22t Thé ng, ar
gift of true marriage in the Lord can be obtained only by following the precepts of the Word of God.
Unmarried brothers and sisters in Christ are encouraged to adhere diligently to the longstanding,
scripturally based practices of the chuinhthis matter. The great benefits of thigpegach are quite
evident when compared with the disastrous results

The first step in this undertaking should be sincere, prayerfulssauthing to be certain that
o n e 6 Honshie Withthe Lord is sound, with no hindrances in his spiritual ifee x ami ne your s el
whet her ye be in the 2&ortlB:5). Marriages reust yevar be appvwached e | v e
with the view that it will preide the solution to unresolved personablgems. Likevise, a marriage
must not be based on seiterest, as this foundation will never stand.

There are many factors which should be thoughtfully and prayerfully weighed, such as maturity,
readiness to establish an independent family unit, vatafinancial and parental support, etc. Jesus
spoke in a parable of counting the cost before beginning a major undertaking (Luk&2y:28d the
Apostle Paul wrotefi i f awiydeprmot for his own.. . 1TnrB§). i s wo
Although these matters should be given serious consideration, the most important preparatory step is to
have Christ reigning in a humble heditSeek ye first the kingdom of God
these things shaMat.6B¥% added unto youbo

One aspect of this need not even be brought to the Lord in prayer because the Word gives an
explicit answer: marriage of a believeristofbe n| y i n (1 Cdr.€:39) and nbtdan unequal yoke
(2 Cor. 6:1418). The church has been directed of the Habrit to give specific definition to these
scriptural teachings; namely, marriage of our members may occur omgdre brothers and sisters
whose testimonies of conwéon have been heard and affirmed by one of ougragations.

It is apparent sapturally that a marriage proposal ordinarily originates with the man. Isaac was
given counsel by his father Abraham and his proposal ofiagarwas conveyed by a servant (Gen. 24).
Rebekah praides a beautiful example of a godly woman who was faith&elwing others in her single
state until called to be a wife. This is exemplified by her willingness to share a drink of water with
Abrahambs servant and her generous od0fer to dr aw

Our tradition regarding marig@ proposals bears some similarity to the betrothal of Isaac and
Rebekah. A brother who feels directed of the Spirit to approach the step of marriage seeks the counsel of
his elder or authorized minister. This very important spiritualemsation include a confirmation on the
brotherds part that he i s st &@mggniimhis heam whigh resret wi t h
been dealt with as geiired by the Scriptures. There should be a mutuainfgelf peace that the matter
has been approachedoperly and not through infatuation or any other improper motive. The brother is
reminded that the scriptural teaching of truth be
if the same revelation is given to the sister can this be edialli In the event that this does not occur, it
should not be a detriment to either the brother or the sister, but rather a refining fire bringing them closer
to God (1 Pet. 1:7). The evil one should not be allowed to implant an attitude -cé@elch ad re
jection. Mutual effort must always be made to keep this matter in strict confidence and to continue to be
prayef ul f or the Lorddés direction.

The proposal is then conveyed by the brother 6s
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from another congregation. A very similar conversation occutedem the sister and her elder as
described previously. Her spiritual life is reviewed and she is counseled to give the proposal much prayer
and ample time to disceonmubde HBooddHs Oheecbisbdlm. ¢
guidance of the Lord in this very significant matter. Whatever the outcome, this is to be viewed as an
experience through which God will provide spiritual benefits to those who are of humbiessivb

heartsOnce again, strict confidentiality must be observed.

When faith to accept a proposal is revealed totasis , t he answer i s rel aye
servants and subsequently arrangements are made to announce an engagement. These conversations
provide additional opportunities to share spiritual counsel concerning specific preparation for
approaching marriage.

Unfortunately far more attention is often given to preparation for a wedding rather than
preparation for a marriage. Engagement should be aofiinéiating edifying communication patterns. It
is expected that the engaged couple will begin to develop a spiritu@dmstdp in which faith and love
can grow. However, they should permit no behavior in public or private which would subjectathem t
lustful temptations or be offensive to their fellow brethren.

Believers entering marriage must be prepared to sacrifice their own will and submit to one
another (Eph. 5:21). They must cultivate unselfishness and not expect to establish quickly the same
standard of living eperienced by their parents. Sometimes individuals have not learned how to
communicate their thoughts openly and honestly without hurting others. Loving counsel with an elder or
minister can be beneficial. Husbands and wives shouiigedily observe the beautiful exata of the
l ove of Christ. Such sacrificial |l ove wilihgs al ways
will surely follow.
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Evangelism

AfAnd Jesus, wal ki ng two prethrem, eSimenecalled déter, Grad IAndiew s, s aw

brother, casting a net i nt osaith im® thene Bollofv me, and hwally we r e
make vyou f i @hte 4:1819) This unédrindtance of the Lord gathering men to help him
proclaim the message of salvation is an example o

reflects the willingness of Peter and Andrew to follow Jesus and spread the message of salvation.

Evangelism is listed along with four other spiritgpi f t s i n the church: A A
apostl es; and s ome, prophet s; and s ome, evangel i ¢
Apostle Paulelxor t ed . ABut watch thou in all things, end
make fullpr oof of thy ministryo (2 Tim. 4:5). The Wor c

visited in Caesarea (Acts 21:8).

The word fievangelisto is defined as anyone who
In another sense, it is someowho is involved in establishing a local church. Indeed, wherever the
gospel message of salvation is proclaimed and lived in truth and sincerity, it is a form of evangelism.

Today, as in the time of the Apostles, certain indigld are called by the Lottrough the
church to the work of evangelism. In the church at Antioch the Holy Ghosfis&icce par at e me Bar n
and Saul for the wor k TWhey etulmdtmir fandha thenfardahey ed t he
sent t h@Aats: 18:#%3).ndddition, all believers have the responsibility to share humbly with
others what the Lord has done forthéimt. 0o be ready al ways to give an an
you a reason of the hope t@lBet.3:155 in you with meek

Since the time of Christ, the Word has spread into varying cultures through the efforts of
evangelism. We today are the beneficiaries of evangelistic effquendrd by our European forebears.
Our American church, which began in 1847 in upstate New York) muggrowth of zealous efforts by
ministers who helped establish many churches of our faith in America. Since 1847 approximately one
hundred churches have been founded in this country. A willingness to labor and to fpredcH t he
counsel (Acts 20857 dllowed edry fievangel i st s ébelieving aadsBibeeb | i s h
obeying brotherhood in America.

Previously in Europe (beginning in the early
participating in efforts whereby God raised up 110 cegations in 35 years. The Holy Spirit prompted
them to establish a church based on Scriptures alone. Early leadersdhéhnalderseit eachi ng t hem
observe all thingswhato e ver | have(Matb2828.nded youbo

The critical test of true evanig@n is that the bibtial pattern of genuine conversion be
proclaimed, lest a soul obtain a false hope through a superficial acceptance of Chrstaid sb e d
believism. 0 iGgteaatt ddamaygeirnexarious f or mspropef
emphasis to the scriptural basics of repentance, conversion atahfeommitment as a disciple of
Christ (Luke 9:62, Heb. 6:2).

eas.)
evar

True evangelism sounds the warning of coming foeigt and points the way to salvation through
faith imedempgtsitvbwes work on Calvaryds cross (Eph. z
repentance, and directs the longing soul into the haven of the church for spiritual nurturing and direction
in godliness (Eph. 4:123). Much counsel is given the seekisgul to assure that he or she gains a
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strong foothold in Godds Word and the Christian g
baptism, continued nurturing is provided for the maintenance of faith and vigilance against temptation

(Heb. 3:131 4 ) . Thus, brotherhood is an i mportant compoc
from his steadfastness without the extabon and admonition of the church.

Evangelism has many forms. Preaching from apipuls foremost in our churches. The
establishment of many churches of our faith in America, together withtigs in Japan and India, give
evidence of additional evangelistic efforts. Recent founding of new assemblies such as St. Louis, Atlanta,
San Diego, Washington, D.C., etc. areeefive of evangelism as are meetings on college campuses.

Bible distribution also constitutes a form of evatgyal Our brethren have accelerated efforts in
this mode of spreading the Word. Since 1983, more than 100,000 Bibles have been distribugéd throu
these endeavors.

Sunday School constitutes a significant means
is not to Aevangelized young children as such, bu
child reaches the age of acctaluility.

The home is a vital field of evangelism. It is here, both by example and ongoing verbal
expressions of parents, that the gospel can have its most endéltirgde (Prov. 22:6).

A Christlike example is also an effective means of evangelidns conveys a strong message
of virtue and nonconformity to the world, and in many instances might be the only message of holiness to
those who otherwise have no interest in the Scriptiréset your | i ght so shine be
seeyourgoodwor ks, and glorify yo(Mattb&E¥) her, which is in

Proclaiming the Word of God is among the mospamtant responsibilities of the church. Jesus
exhorted his disciplesi The harvest truly is plent e oefesethebut

t h
Lord of the harvest, that he(Mati93r38send forth | abo
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Contentment

ABut godliness with (Tamm 6:8.Mherbeantiful siate of gontenement g a i n ¢
is one of the highest gisaof every human being. Though many exhortations and instructions are given
on becoming godly, nowhere in the Bible does it tell specifically how to become motentcon
Contentment is not something individuals can simply produce themselves. Insteadulfwants to be
content, he must exercise himself in godliness, pursuing the scriptural attributes of this great virtue.

First of all we must love the Word of God and make full use of its divine wisdo.h e
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wike simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the
heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlighteng t h(@sa.el9:®8)sAmother part of our
growing in godliness is to practice humilify.F o r | say, t hroughodvdnemagr ace (¢
that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly,
according as God hath deal tRomn.d2:3 Thisratyribute afrgodlinese me a s
is essential for inner peace. Satan ldotause us to focus on a bit of pride. Further, disaans often
characterized by offense taking. Reps we have not been fairly dealt with and we feel hurt or
mistreated. If we are striving for our rights or dwelling on what we deserve, we camrautribnt.
iGr eat peace have they which | o(P119:165). | aw: and no

Another important aspect of godliness isité ay asi de every weight, an.
easily b(elebell:1).uMe must prag eastly for grace to acknowledge our errors antage
these weights. We need to say humbly to our Lord

me to do better. | need strengthandeogre and t he grace of God to over
to forgive others. If we are harboring a grudge, we can never be content (Jafi.58)d be ye kind
to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one(Egmot her,
4:32).

We must learn to walk in unity, conteintthe fellowship wherein God has called us. This blend
ing of hearts and nurturing of common beliefs is very important. The Apostle Paul Writea:l| Kk wor t hy
of the vocation wherewith ye are called ... endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spiribonthef
peadEb 413).AFul fil!] ye my joy, t hat ye be | ikeminc
accord; o (Philo2m2k If weifoeud on ourselves, our individual opinions, we do ndtibate
to the unity of the brotherhood. In suatfishness, we become more and more disaged with our lot.
However, as we direct our prayers and actions toward the needs of threrhret become more godly
and thus more content.

Being godly also requires that we be faithful, consistent andiefted rue faith is manifested by
obedience to the Word of God. Employers look for consistency of effort and responsibility. We cannot

rest on |l ast yearbd6s or evenThesterodaydmy wbelt bwbdl
steadfast, unmovédy always abounding in the work of the Lord; forasmuch as ye know that your labor
is not in v@Conl558). t he Lordo

We must also be aware of potential distractions to our contentment. Being jealous or covetous
will definitely work to destroy ougodliness. In Luke 12 the rich fool had his soul required of him. In 2
Timothy 3:25 the covetous are listed as people to turn away from. We are not to become distressed by
looking on others and desiring to possess what they have. One of the surdst vemme disontent is
to desire something that is not rifilily ours. How many of us are troubled withitrg to be what we
cannot and should not béP?L e t your conversation be without cov
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t hi ngs a(blebyld5). haveo

Desire for riches can be a great disadvantage to being content. In the Proverbs many-verses re
mindus ofthish He t hat i s gorleeetdhy ho fs(Pgosniln2MfioBuestetoe tte withs a | i t
righteousness than great revenues withogt it(Rrov. 16:8).A A f ai t hf ul man shall
bl essings: but he that maket(Rrovh2820).e t o be rich sh

A desire for immediate gratification can also be a drawback and lead to restlessness. There is a
splendid analogy ithe Word:fi Su r e | y haved hral gueetedneyself as a child that is weaned of his
mot her : my soul i s (Psav18In2). ahais wee muskeleam & dbe patlent, laldwing our
souls to be as weaned, contented children, willing to wait orLohé for our fulfillment. We must
remember our peace isnotdegeant on circumstances. Despite | ifefC
perplexing decisions, we can be at peace; for we know our Lord is always present and has an
unconditional love fous. Paul described one of the beautiful results of many of the lessons of his life:
néf or | have | earned; in what s ¢Phivdelt). st ate | am, t|

Contentment brings the great gain of peace, joy, happiness and fulfillment.ig amer abun
dance to be found for the believer in this life and even greater joy to be anticipated in dieRjdige,
and be exceeding glad: for greatis youwra r d i n (Ma#. &:42¢ mheere is a natural desire in all
of us to enjoy life. Theonly way to achieve this in its fullness is to practice all aspects of godliness,
leading to contentment and great gain on both sides of the grave. Then we c@negprie peace and
even bring pleasure to ourlbeed Savior.
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Nonresistance

Strife, conflict, and selfishness are the eve
react to these powerful influences which surround them? How can converted souls who are in the world
but not of the world (John 17:15), besteeft t t he i mage of Christ? Does
when the believer takes up earthly weapons of warfare and conflict, even foalklesiqust cause?

Many contemporary professing Christians embrace a doctrine which permits bearing arms and
taking human life in circumstances such as defending a frgenregainst an evil enemy. This writing
seeks to present the scriptural basis for our belief that this doctrinesasingh Christ came to bring
peace and love to the hearts of mankind throughstidvation of lost sinners, not by establishing an
earthly kingdom or by violently resiag oppressive governments.

Since its inception, the Apostolic Christian Church has practiced refraining from bearing arms
with the irtent to kill another human be. This has stemmed from the belief that the New Testament
teaches it is wrong to kil or injure oneds enemy
the life of a human being terminates forever his chances to find salvation.

Thelad Jesus | ef't no dtiudebtdoward dncadversal.Y Eh hasei aeds
that it hath been said; Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But | say unto you, love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that leate 0

Further , Je bsaysunteyolhtltarye resist not @vil but whosoever shall smite thee on
thy right <cheek, t(Mattn5:39).alohh thenBayitidt ®Id thetsblddrsdD @ | sio®d|l enc e
t o n o (Lukald). The Lord rebd a follower forcuti ng off t he ear of he
AP 1

t
ut up again thy sword into his place, for a
(Matt. 26:52).

The Apostle Paul writedi Bl e s s t h e outewdwibleds, anglese soeé Recompense to
no man evil for evil. . If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly
beloved; avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; |
will repay, saith he Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in
so doing thou shalt he(Rgmans 244, 21)of fire upon his h

AiFor though we walk in the fl esh, wewalfaste not wa
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds;) Casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God; and bringing into captivity every
thought to the (GneXid®.nce of Christod

Sometimes the texts found in Romans 13:4re used to support taking life in warfafel e t
every soul be subject to the higher powers. For there is no power but of God; the powers that be are
ordained of God. Whosoever, therefore, redistett he power , resi stltshtoldbehe or d
noted that this directive is written to Christians about those who govern. The church and the state are
separate entities. The former is spiritual and is the body of Christ; the latter is a satityaand exists
for the physical welb ei ng of the <citizens, believer and unl
primary citizenship is in Heaven (Phil. 3:20). He is a pilgrim and stranger on this earth (1 Pet. 2:11). His
devotion to a higher entitprohibits him from engaging in ungodliness. His rendering to Caesar the
things that are Caesarb6s is not a blind al-l egi anc
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mandment s. | f t he st at eings, tleed ascpracticeldy nPeter aaddi others  Go d
Apostlesii We ought to obey (AG@®5R9r at her than meno

It is nothing new for godly men to resist peaceably an impure edict of the state. Daniel and his
three friends resisted the Kingsdén addehe ffieeyefilsnacend hu
(Dan. 3:1618; 6:1017). Peter and John were forbidden to preach or teach in the name of the Lord Jesus,
buttheyi spoke t he wor d dActs418,81). ws atrdsult bfdheidantiens,shé Apostles

were often castino pri son. In the 16th century the Anabarg
commandment to baptize their infant children, and many paid with their life for their refusal to follow a
falsehood. All of these brave forefathers of faith exemplifiedrCi st 6 s peacef ul way o

which resulted in powerful testimonies to the unbelievers.

The state exists to maintain order and to protect its citizens. While God grants it power, its
principles are wusual l y e ate tllhgiagce is to theveayswf God andithee b e |
Word, not to the state. We must not disobey a commandment of God in order to fulfill an edict or law of
the state, even in the name of preserving a benevolent government. God is the only sovereign power who
cangrant or withdraw the authority to govern (Rom. 13:1).

Our church should be deeply grateful to God and to our nation for allowing us to serve in a
noncombatant status, not carrying arms for the purpose of taking human life. In this way, a brother can
rencer proper obdience to both entities, the church and the state. Many brethren in years gone by have
found themselves in the thick of battle, armed only with their medical supplies for use in the saving of
life (whether friend or foe). They humbly daredsiee Dani el s and ppagedffatopneld Chr i
love even in the most trying of ciumstances.
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Consistent Patterns in Prayer

Afiwhat a friend we have in Jesus Al | our sins
What a privilege to carry Everythgrto God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear

Al l because we do not carry Everything to Go

Prayer represents a direct line, through Christ, from man to God. Even though God knows our
needs before we @y (Matt. 6:8), His ear is inclined to our pleadings (1 Pet. 3:12). We are taught that the
fef fectual, fervent praye(@amo5fl6)a ri ghteous man ava

Through prayer man can bring his praises and petitions to the throne of a merciful Godnan
be assured if he prays in faith believing, that God will hear and answer his prayers (Phil. 4:6). As the
song writer continued, Ailn His arms Heol | t ake an

Via prayer the believer finds comfort, guidanoaljef, and strength for the inner man. In a time
of great need the Saviour entered a gar@eA,n ding ln@n agony he prayed more earnestly: and his
sweat was as it were great d r ollulee 22044). VWhbt@a shdning al | i n
exanple of zeal for the believer!

ADraw nigh to God and (Jdme. 4:8).i As the aiild afuGodnentgrshhist o y o
closet (or a quiet place), falls on bended knees and bows his head, clasps his hands and humbles his
heart, he establishes an altarsof ncer ity and faith. This becomes a
he can thrive and find spiritual strength and direction. Indeed, the Apostle Paul exh@rtedt@a y wi t h o u
ceas({ligpd5:17)andtolfei nst ant (Rom 12plR)ay er 0

Praye is not only a source of power, but it is a giver of spiritual direction. There ipessent
need for the wisdom of God in dealing with the many issues of life, both great and smalln8posita
prayer as well as disciplined patterns of prayer arentis$ aspects of maintaining viable communication
with the Heavenly Father.

While a practical formula for consistent prayer may vary from one individual to another, there
are several general characteristics that will help eessnsoul become more skaland consistent in his
prayer life:

1. Separation from the worldA soul must come away from the noise and tumult of the world.

He must cease from harboring affection for wiyrlthings (Rom. 12:2), realizing thétt he car es of
world, and the deceitftun es s o f ri ches, a rcan chokedehe Wards and themde oww t h e r
spiritual resolve (Mark 4:19).

2. Selfsurrender One must humbly throw himself into the hands of God, and rely on His
promise to hear and answer prayer. Humility will allovaag to fill the heart, and when the believer
finds he can Areacho God, his prayer wil!/ grow 1in

3. Discipline A soul should discipline his prayer patterns so he can pray at regular times during
the day such as when arising in the niagn at meals, &ore retiring for the day, and at other special,
convenient times (Psa. 922).

4. Waiting on the Lord Seeking quick aawer s wi | | inhibit eft€eective
pace often hinders concentrationandtpdreders dwhiklne
presence with no immediate verbal exgréso n s . Of t en as theSpisittitselingagethe t o p

i nt er c es dRom.rB:26). &s we bbecame calm and settled, away from earthly cares, we can often
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begin praying with aattitude of repose and patience (Is. 40:31).

5. Thankfulness in.everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your re
guests be made (Pkih46)t akaysthaps 6 bedio by thanking God for our many
blessings. A joyful eitude then graces our hearts, and this allows for more effective praise to God.

6. Dedication and commitmentVe must renember our covenant to be true and faithful. Con
sistency in prayer is a vital part of our fidelity to GdgdHe whi ch s o vhalltrdap adspar i ngl
sparingly; and he which sowet h(2 @ W)t Thisadplleyto shal I
prayer also.

Whil e God hears al | tohuoru gphrtasy earnsd ainidiebednbppsiv so ft hteh
is beneficial, when possib)| to pray in a kneeling position. This is symbolic of fallible man bowing in
submission before an glowerful Lord and Crator. Solomon knelt at the dedication of the temple (1
Kings 8:54), Daniel knelt in prayer in his time of distress (Dan. 6:10)Jasds knelt while praying in
the Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:41). The Apostle Paulfisdid, bow my Kknees wunto th
Lord Jes(Eph.XH)r i st o

Perhaps the most i mportant attitude odthepr ayer
grace to accept whatever that may be. Thiglires true humility and trust. In addition, we should focus
on the needs of others, which are often much greater than our own. This is in accord with the pattern of
the Lord Jesus, who daily intexdeson our behalf.

A final suggestion in establishing a consistent prayer life is to show confidence toward God and

to claim His pr acomebady untoWe tharre of gtaae, that. we may obtain mercy,
and find grace tHeltbel pt:il)t i e onfusnaeaaderiofthelm t hat
that dil i gdgHeb.llly).seek Hi mo

69



The Mission of the Church

It is important to keep in mind the purpose orsiaa of the church as established by the Holy
Scriptures. We should be able to feel that we are personally involved in fulfilling these responsibilities
and that our church is faithfully following the patterns intended by the Lord Jesus Christ, who is its
Head.

The parable of the Good Samaritan illasés the twdold mission of the church. The traveler
who had been robbed and severely wounded was facing death. Only through the compassion and life
saving measures administered by the Good Samaritan (exemplifying Jesus Christ) was death averted.
Longterm care and nurturing was then provided by those who constituted the inn, which represents the
church. Thus, saving of lost sinners and maintenance of the believer are the prime missions of the
Saviour and the church, which are to function spirituallyres (&ph. 4:15.6).

The Word plainly foretells the consequences akuanciled sinfiit he wages of sin i
the gift of God is et er na(Roml6:28B)eThetcartmaiotyofeterndldesti s Chr
for all who are not savedisfaar wor se fate than | oss of physical
wretched state is realized through faith in the shed blood of Christ, freely given for all mankind on
CalvarybdByCgonase ar e ye sEph 26. Therolettte chgirbh incladest h  é o
preaching and living the Gospel rsage, as well as helping the new believer through the crisis stage of
recovery from the doom of sin. True faith will produce the fruits of repentance; and the humble, upright
soul will be converteithto afi n e w ¢ r (2 @ot. 5:17eby the grace of God. The church also is.com
missioned to fulfill the sacred rites of baptism andrigyon of hands for the converted soul.

The mission of maintenance of the believer thenmentes as representedthg inn. The Lord
promised to supply whatever would be needed for the-termg needs of that wounded traveler. The
church of its own strength could accomplish nothing, but through itsgived position as the Body of
Christ (always looing to Him as itdHead and source of power) the essgnvork of the Lord can
flourish here upon this earth (Col. 1:18).

A basic aspect of maintenancdiis e e d i n g (1tPét.&:2)f Throughkboth teaching and
preaching the principles of the Scriptures are expoufatatie irstruction and edification of the
believers (Eph. 4:213). This is to help develop a strong, enduring relationship with Christ, to encourage
obedience and good works and to assist in overcoming temptation (Heb. 3:1323)0:24

Fellowship within the church is a special blessing to those who are united in the love of Christ.
AiBut if we walk in the light, as he is in the | i/
Jesus Chri st hi s Son(l ohndd)nA aselyknit ghairchf famdynprovadeslan s i n 0
essential support group for each member of the body. Every brother and sister both gives and receives in
this very special relationship. The evidence of the extent to which this abounds in our church is
overwhelming. Wecan enter the door of any one of our 80 or more churches and feel an immediate
warmth and familiarity. This represents a genuine
parts of a spiritually and personally integrated body. True compassioranifested overwhelmingly
when trials such as illness or death occur. Hospitals and funeral homes which serve our church families
quickly recognize a unique and powerful force which produces an outpouring of support for every
suffering individual or fanty. These attributes do not develop by accident, they result from the power of
the Holy Spirit working within a wunified fellow:
cherished.
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Loving admonition and discipline are also intrinsic to the maintemaof a purified and
spiritually healthy body of believers. Each of us needs others to love us so much that they will tell us
when we have erred and will help apply the scriptural remedies needed to remove the stain of sin from
the brotherhood. Sometimendividuals fall back into a measure of sedinteredness and lose their
willingness to accept admonition. Anauth e c k ed human desire for fAbeing ¢
disaffection with the intensity of the relationship which exists in aermbmp@ssing spiritual inn. True
love for God is manifested in willingness to sacrifice self for the bretlirdhe r e by per cei ve we

of God, because he [ aid down his | ife for(lus: an
John 3:16). This itense godly love will overpower all personal hindrances when hearts are truly
humbled and are allowed to be filled with Hisgratdde t hat | ovet h hi s brother
there i s none occa@idobm2:1@.f stumbling in himo

In order fo a church to fulfill its missions effectilye its members must have common
convictions and a shared vision. Brethren must be united in theiprietation of the Word and its
application in everyday life. There must be a total commitment to Chrigioasach other (Matt. 10:38;

John 17:2223). The spiritual strength derived from Christ, our Head, through fi@ggiation within His

Body will preserve the essential faith by which we were first rescued from eternal death. We are initially
saved by falt and we remain saved by continuation of that f@itihA s y e h a v eeivadIClriste f or e
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been
taught, aboundi ng t [Celr2ei7)nWewrudt tontihubllg thdnls and praise guod

God for giving His only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and for providing the sacred spiritual inn,
which is Chri st 0 stur8andpreserve tiue faith ipomn tleelearth.t o nur
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Serving Self or Others

Perhaps the most basic temptation faced by man is that of yielding-teilse#ither than to the
Spirit of God. This had its origin in the downfall of Lucifer, when he became obsessed with himself and

said:n | w ¢ehdlintolaeaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars of Godlwill be like the most

Hi g ts0614:1315) . The Apostl e Paul warned thatAaThis aff
know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. Forme h a | | be | overs of th
(2 Tim. 3:%2).

We see a complete contrast in the attitude of the Lord Jesus Chrisff wmlod e hi msel f 0
reputati on, and took upon him the fornPhdR7)a serve:
Jesus taught that those who would become His true disciples would have to crucify their owf Wilfs,
any man wi |l | come after me, l et him dMat $6:28).0 msel f

When self is in control, the fluence of the Spiriis greatly hinderedi God r esi steth the
giveth grace (lamt46). t he humbl ed

The craving to elevate self was evident in the fall of Eve. Satan approached her with the enticing
propostion:i For God dot h know t Htéenydumeyes shall balapgnedyasdye at t
shalt be as gods, (Gknn3o5yEhe gouldnotoesist this idtrigaing itemgtation.

Today in our society there is much evidence of gngweliance upon human strength. The belief
that man is alel to control his destiny and determine truth by his intellectual powers is known as secular
humanism. Many of the founders of our nation believed that God is sovereign. Many people today
believe man is supreme, which is perhaps a fulfillment of the watnimpt peopl e wi | | becc
their own selves. 0 Such beliefs result in a distc¢
spent to protect endangered species of animals, but it is considered acceptable to destnoyainies.
Inthe cwu r ent abortion controversy, t h-eh oviead g0 nkaaenter aoyf s
worship of sel f and the insistence upon the rig
maintains that inconvenience is something humans should not haveute .drttle wonder that we are
consumed with litigation over numerous aspects of daily life and the family unit is under siege!

An attitude sometimes surfaces in the corpora
because of dedication to meetifagnily needs, the family should be sacrificed in the name of personal
fulfillment and achievement. Liflong commitment of spouses to each other and a willingness to
sacrifice for their children are values which are clearly on the decline. Christiaaity kee s , Agi ve
yourself to others, o0 but humani sm says, fitake car

Excessive emphasis on self often manifests itself in materialism and greed. The Apostle Paul
wrote,i They that wil/l be rich (1 a&im.l6:9)iThig speaks dinegplytt@ t i o n
those whose goal is becorg wealthy, an all too common aspiration in our nation. The advertising field
nurtures this by bombarding us with slogans which appeal to emotions and pride. There is little emphasis
on the practical valuef a particular item or service. Rather the claim is that it will make you feel good
about yourself, look attractive, bring recapm, wealth, etc. In reality, trying to fulfill these desires with
material things only leads to a s@iflulgence which &n never be satisfied. Jesus séid, ay not wup f
yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and
st e(Matt06:19).

Sometimes our struggles with self are manifested in subtle habits which aeenatcognized
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as selfish. Being habitually late is an example of this. When wedrely make others wait on us, we are
subconsciously determining that our time is worth more than that of others. Those with a hasty tongue

who readily interrupt othersay not trulyii e st eem ot her s eb gRhik 838). Whénaan t hen
believer succumbs to the temptation of elevating his opinion above the collective judgments of the
church, and then ignores acceptedgras of godliness, this too is a form of seXaltation. Reluctant

service is another example of unwillingness to deny ourselves. We may actually do a favor or carry out a
good deed, but we let it be known that we have igenienced ourselves. If we would first overcome the

struggle with self in or hearts and fully yield to the Spirit, then we would be able to render cheerful

service and receive a much greater blessing.

There are abundant blessings promised by God to those who truly put Him first in their lives and
seek to follow the selfless exple of Christ.fi But seek ye first the kin
ri ghteousness,; and all t h éMatt 6:33h Gad genits ashaaehnjpy thb e a d d
fruits of our labors, but we must not set our hearts upon them (Psa. 621#0).n e shall lang eénjoy
t he wor k of(ls.6528)iirSebharyodsud affection on things abo
(Col. 3:2).

¢
€

The greatest joy comes with willing service given for others, motivated by true -keistve.
The Apostle Paul refergppreciatively to an example of humbledee rendered to him while suffering
as a prisoner. He write, The Lor d give mercy unto the house of
and was not a s h @nmiend1:16).f Hownwonderfulad sonmedag lable to hear those
beautiful words of the Saviouii, | nas much as ye have done it unto on
ye have donMatt.i2540)unt o meo
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The Fruits of Repentance

Fruit is produced from the inherent subsimf a living organism. Therefore fruit is a part of
that organism, and its qualities demonstrate the nature of the plant which produced it. Carrying this
theme from the physical into the spiritual, fruit is visible evidence of what rests within theheenm.

The concept of f r uition canses ta light gesyedrly in Scfiptu.oAMtés s cr e
forming sea and land, God then sdidl. e t the earth bring forth grass,
fruit tree yi el dGen d:11). Thisiddmorastfatedetiie expéctatiorkaf thredgiity as
He formed that which in His divine eyes way e r y (@eon. 4:81.

Repentance can be defined as a change of mind and spirit which results in sorrow for sin and a
turning away from it. Johthe Baptist preachedi Br i ng f ort h therefore frui-t
(Matt. 3:8). The people were exhorted to repent and bring forth appropriate changes in their lives. The
Apostle Paul proclaimed the message of salvation through faith in Christtdesaskind, and taught,
fit hat t hey shoul d repent and turn t @cts @6:2D). and d
Condemnation comes through the works of the flesh (Gal.-At}9and salvation comes by grace
through faith (Eph. 2:8). Good works cannot asfei salvation, but they are an inevitable result of true
faith, a testimony of GoRepestanoedronkdeadmvorks hngl faithéoward ( J a
G o d(ideb. 6:1) are principles of the doctrine of Christ.

In the New Testament the subjectrepertance nearly always refers to turning away from sin.
One outstanding example is the story of the Prodigal Son (Luke -33)11This young man wasted
himself and his inheritance, finally reant a desperate state in which he came to himself ancheetin
deep remorse to his father. This and other Scriptures confirm that there can be no true fulfillment of
repentance unless there is a turning away from sin (Prov. 28:13; Johhl8:2Q@or. 7:911; Jam. 4:8
10).

However, even more striking than vilthe Prodigal Son did is the example of the forgiving
father, who welcomed the son in his repentant state with arms of love and compassiotarikepen
involves not only what we do, but moreportantly what God in His infinite mercy has done for us in
sending his Son to pay the price for our transgressions so that we might be forgiven. We respond by faith
and fruit bearing Rom. 6:22).

The act of turning from sin, repenting in mastness, finding forgiveness and peace with God
and man need not take anf time. This varies with each individual and involves development of
sufficient faith to grasp the reality of Godobs
genuine faith in the shed blood of His Son, the Lord Jesus. Conversion is anreguaiiich takes time
and is manifested by a new heart and lifestifld nd t hey t hat afiecethe@dslmviitkt 6 s h ¢
the affecti@@asl .and:. 2dduonttermdw nfian, which after God are created in
righteousness and true holinésEph. 4:24). The bearing of fruit is a long process. It takes a lifetime of
self-denial and walking with God to bring forth the finest fruit (Jam-&:7

Repentance and conversion bring about aireeohange in attitude, with fruit of the Spirit-be
coming manifest in the life of the true believer. Our lives should demonsirdtep v e j OV, peac
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tempefia(cé.a | -23). BaptB® is the sybolic
burial of the old sinful nature into the deathGiirist, and the arising to a newness of life in Christ Jesus
(Rom. 6:36). Fruit bearing begins when a convert turns to the Lord in repentance and begins to be
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transformed by the renewing of his mind (Rom. 12:2). The fruits become quiteeap if theres a
genuine conversion. Jesus said that we are known by our fruits (Matt. 12:33).

As a result of his change in attitude and the crucifixion of his fleshly nature, the convert loses
interest in the things of the flesh which once poepeed his life. Abymnwr i t er once wrot e,
things of earth wildl grow strangely di mmnerofn t he
living changes; no longer serving flesh and sin, he associates himself with things of the Spirit. The
companions vth whom he revelled in the world notice his disinterest in those thingsmergrenjoyed
(1 Pet. 4:4). His actions and appmace testify that he has chosen to be separate from the world.
AiWherefore come out fr om amdhe gordiamcktouch nat thd undlean y e s
thing; and | (2Qol 6:17)ié c bieseegxduyou therefore, bret
that ye present your bodies aifig sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God; which is your reasonable
s e r v(Ramel2:1).

(
l

Thus our duty is clearly to bring forth the fruits of repentance and then to devote our entire life
time to fruit bearing. It is most sobering to realize the tremendous price God paid in sending His Son for
the redemption of the sin debt which weed and could not pay, and then to perceive His great
expectations of our enduring fruitfulness (Col. 1:10).

As does the tree, faithfully putting on new leaves each season, bearingithyitatience, arms
uplifted toward God so may each one of us, redtin the Word of God, faithfully strive to bear much
fruit. Even those fruits which come years after
true repentance and faith in Christ, which changed the course of life, and gave us the blesséd hope
eternal life.
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Choosing a Career

Although God promised to care and provide for His children (Matt.-885He expects us to
work and earn our living (1 Thes. 4:11; 2 Thes. 3&2). Giving sincere thought to career planning ha
thus been an important matter for believers. Today with over 22,000 career options available, 75% of
which require possecondary school training, the issue has become even more complex.

While career preparation is generally coesatl a schoealelateddecision made by young adults,
it should actually begin at home at an early age. The first step in such planning is thehestab of
values that are essential in all careers. A recent study in a midwestern state revealed the top reasons for
being fired from a job: (1) absence, (2) attitude, (3) poor performance, (4) failure to get along with
others, (5) lack of skills, and (6) notémest. Of these six reasons, only one (lack of skills) is sehool
related; the rest are scripturally based, hoaughtvalues. Jesus gave us the example of the proper set of
work values when He spoke of Himself being a Shepherd rather than an hireling (John 10). A shepherd
fosters a caring, responsible attitude toward his work rather than the=delfed attitude of ahireling.

As children grow into adolescence, they begin to become more aware of the working world about
them, of their own interests and abilities, and of the various role models they observe. At this stage, it
may be helpful to acquaint young people wgmeral career clusters (rather than trying to focus on one
or two careers among the thousands). One example of career grouping is to classify careers according to
(1) mechanical, (2) social, (3) artistic, (4) scientific, and (5) clerical skills. Inwthis adolescents can
begin to formulate ideas based on their own interests and abilities. Reganfl how the grouping is
done, it is important that youth are aware that a wide range of damspare valuable and important
provided that they honor @cand are performed honestly with a Chlilst attitude. David used both his
lowly shepherd position and his exalted kingly position to glorify God.

This does not mean that every occupation oheng to a Christian or in accord with teachings
of the New Testament. Law enforcement usually requires readiness to use arms to accomplish its goals,
violating scriptural principles which teach us to love even our enemies (Matt. 5:447 Brel no't
overcome of evil, b(Ram. 18:21 r come evi |l with goodo

Another important consideration in job seien is close proximity to one of our churches
either an established one, or a developing asserfihe opportunity to maintain proper priorities for
family and church is of great significance. Some carearsadd such a high degree of anitment that
it is extremely difficult to devote adequate time and energy to those things which have eternal value.
Jesustaughff Wher e your treasure i s(Mattté2®.r e wi Il |l your hea

If a particular careerequires higher education, the selection of an institution should take into ac
count accessibility to the brotherhood. Enrolling near home for at least the first two years can be very
beneficial. When this is not feasible, everfodfshould be made to Ieet a school which is near one of
our churches or where services are held on campus. It cannot be emphasized enougodiia tx
power f ul influences of the world must be offset
Paul taughtii C a s dowmimaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge
of God, and bringing into capti ¢iCorylO®very thought

Values become more important as an admes matures into adulthood and tjod search

narrows to a specific career. The decismaking process becomes crucial. The standard steps of (1)
selecting possibilities, (2) determining job values, (3) exploring possibilities, and (4) developing a plan,
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are helpful but only truly accomghed if done under the prayerful direction of the Holy Spirit (John
16:13). The primary motive of the demnmaking process should be seeking the will of God. He
expects His people to be diligent (Prov. 22:29), trustworthy (1 Cor. 4:2), honest (PrDy.fait (Lev.
19:3536), obedient (Eph. 6:5), andspectful (1 Tim. 6:1) workers. Any job selection that would
compromise these scriptural principles is not &odoring. Values which the world @masizes in job

selection are wages and prestige. Wesrhu r eal i ze t hat Gododos rewards a
valuable than that which the world would offer. In fact, being e e p e r s (T £2:5) lcomstitatés
one of | ifeds noblest careers.

Government publications, libraries and related classes caiteroelpful information for job se
lection. Talking to or working with individuals (escially brethren) involved in a specific career can
provide excellent experience. Established godly values, an understanding of what God expects of us in a
career, anknowledge about a particularrear of interest are of great help. In our rapidly changing
world, career planning may be a Hi@ng process requiring much thought, prayer, and tmedrom the
Holy Spirit for both young people and older adults.

Find 'y, we must remember that Gododés measwure of
reer, but on obedience to His Word and love for one anbtblearacteristics that may be displayed in a
wide variety of careers (Josh. 1:8). Whatever our callingireli may be, we beardyy!l d f ul

as to the Lor d(Col823), watadgon thelLord forrhis le3sings.

77









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































